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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia 
and Arabia. 


Parr IIL, 


No.1. 
Sir M, Durand to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received April 3.) 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 6, 1900, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the summary of news for the month of 
February, prepared by Mr. Spring-Rice aud Captain Schneider, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, M, DURAND, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 1. 
Mouthly Summary, March 6, 1900. 


Loan—Vhe Imperial Bank has assisted the Government in obtaining the necessary 
exchanges, and a considerable sum has been handed over to the Sadr Azan for payments 
of salaries and local debts. The English Debt will be paid off in England, ‘The manage- 
ment of affairs connected with the loan, so far as regards Persia, is in the hands of 
M. Naus, the Relgian Director of the Customs, who will also be charged with the 
administration of the Mint during the absence of the Hakim-ul-Mulk, 

certain amount of popular discontent seems to have been excited by the loan, 
mainly on the ground that the proceeds will probably be expended in Europe; and it is 
probable that the Government will have to distribute a considerable sum aunong the 
Mullahs betore they are convinced that a foreign loan is in accordance with the dictates 
of religion. 

Among the Shah’s eiourage great indignation is being expressed at what they 
consider the traitorous conduct of the Sadr Azam towards the Shah. ‘The Legation has 
been informed from several independent quarters that the Shah was positively assured 
by his Minister that England had categorically refused any financial assistance whatever; 
that His Majesty was kept ignorant of the suecessive proposals made by Her Ma s 
Government; that a suggestion that the Shah should invite the Russian and Brith 
Ministers to discuss the question with His Majesty personally, was rejected at the 
instance of the Sadr Azam, who maintained that it was quite useless to expect any 

ance from England or the British Minister; that Russia was willing to join England 
in a Joan, and that the Persian Mi telexraphed in thissense ; that 
the Sadr Azam insisted on a sole at inthe original draft of the Loan 
Coneession the customs revenues of South Persia were included in the guarantee, and 
that the Shah himself struck out the Gulf ports, in consideration for England, against the 
advice of the Sadr Azam, 

{161s} B 





The Shalt's Journey—The Shah will start on his journey early in April. ‘The 
journey is not popular in the country. It is believed that the’ price of bread, already 

nusually high, will rise yet higher when His Majesty is gone, and that the proceeds 
‘of the loan will be spent’ abroad, The immediate result of the joumey is to postpone 
the inauguration of reforms, 

No steps are yet being taken to examine and control the provincial revenues, 
without which the country cannot regain its financial independence, ‘The cu 
revenues lone cannot hear the combined burden of the eharges of the loin and 
domestic expenditure. Unless other sourees of revenue are discovered, bankruptey 
certain. 

A striggle is raging round the question as to who is to accompany the Shah, 
His. Majesty wishes to take the Nast-uleMulk as his interpreter, while the Sadr Azam 
‘desires that his own interpreter and no other should go with the party to Europe. The 
matter is of great importance, a8 the Shah will be dependent on his interpreter in his 
dealings vith European Sovereigns and statesmen, anil the Sadr Azam ean talk French, 
The Nastoul-Mulk is intelligent, honest, and trustworthy. He is also an authority on 
finance and is bent on the inauguration. of the necessary financial reforms. He Hopes 
that if the Shah goes to lurope he will become tonched with Buropean ideas and see the 
necessity of reform if the country is to he saved, But he is the object of the marked 
hostility of th Ir Azam, 

‘Téhvane—The price of bread is again rising, and the supplies in the neighbourhood 
ore being exhausted, ‘The Imperial Bank has obtained and distributed on helialf of 
Government » vonsiderable amount of grain,and the Russian banks have imported large 
quantities from Russi 

‘The Minister of Police, an active and intelligent roan, hos had a difference with the 
Mullahs, some of whom he caused to be beaten, These holy men appealed in a hody to 
the Shah and Sadr Azam, but it is not yet known whether the Minister will be supported 
or now by the Government, [fhe is nat supported and has to resign, the lose for the 
city will be a serious ong, and the effect of such a vietory tor the Mullahs will be still 
more serious, 

Tabriz: A route between Jilin and Tabriz. passing beside the difficult Dara Disi Pass 
Vas heen marked out by Russian engineers, who have established adepit of surveying 
struments, &e., at Khoi, under the Russian thy. It is stated on good authority 
here that railway’ work will be begun in Persia in une, but it is not certain whether 
this will he at Resht, Tabriz, or Meshed. 

AV Russian Commercial Agent has proceeded to Uramiah. 

‘4 Kurdish Chiel, why had been induced to come to ‘Tabriz from 
Sorjhoulak (where he lias heen for some tine engaxed in exeiting disturbances) was 
arrested alter leaving the louse of the Valiahd, and sent to Tehran in chains. At 
amiealile arrangement bad lately been come to with the Kurds and the person in 
question yas iuduced to come to Tabriz: wider « promise of Turkish protection, 

Sriston Captain ‘Trench ns been appointed British Consul at Seistan, 
M. Muller, the nev Russian Consul loft Meshed for his post on the 2nd January 

Hushire—A Russian roan-ot-war arrived at Binder Abbas on the 14th Bebruary, 
and proceeded to Bushire where she made a somewhat prolonged stay. She was folloved 
by a British ship-of-war. ‘The eaptain appears to bave spoken to the local authorities on 
tie subject of the acquisition of a vonling station at Bunder Abbas, If so he must 
Juve disobeyed the instructions of bis Government, whieh has given positive assurances 
that Russia hax no intention of acquiring « comling station in the Gulf, and that 
the Comsanier of the Rossin ship has teecivel dstnet orders not to entertain the 
idea, 

Licutenont Hunt has been appointed British View-Consul at under Abbas. 

‘wo Belgian Customs olticials have arrived at Bushire where they are occupied in 
reorganizing the Customs which have hitherto been farmed to the Darya Beghi, 

‘The Ahwaz--[spahan road is now complete and the journey ean now be accomplished 
by caravans in from fifteen to eishteen days. 

‘Phe state of Persian Beluchistan is deseribed as ehaoti. 

‘Tir Ameer—Lt appears thnt messages are passing between the Ameer and Yildiz, 

i Gholam, himself an Afghan, travelled to Constantinople with aman who 
saiil lie Was a nephew of the Anicer, and that he was going to see the Sultan, A sealed 
letter from the Ameer passed through Meshed in January to be delivered by one Mir 
Haidar Shah to Abdul Rasul Khan in Constantinople, i 

Memorauilim on Quarantine —Great diiicuity has heen experienced in Bushire and 

iran in, inducing the Persian Government to undertake the necessary quarantine 
measures, is 


3 


1. The disinfector, owing to constant pressure on the Turkish authorities, appears 
to be now in operation under the direction of Captain Rainier. The Persian doctor 
acts as intermediary between the English doctors and the populace, Captain Rainier is 
now leaving for India. 

. The accommodation provided for passengers detained in quarantine is quite 
inadequate and tents hiave een asked for, some having been provided by the Residency. 
A telegram was actually dispatched in Dr, Odling’s presence by the Minister for Rorcign 
‘Aduirs to the Governor ordering him to provide tents, A week afterwards the Governor 
Gevied ever receiving such a telegram, Representations are being renewed, 

3. A charge of 1 kran per package on goods detained in quarantine is now made 
for every day oi detention, ‘This raises a diffieult question, Itis elear under the Venice 
Convention that goods must be either disinfected or prohibited altozether, ‘They eannot 
under any circumstances be detained in quarantine, ‘The Bushire authorities, however, 
detain tle goods and charge an exorbitant fee for such detention, An excuse might be 
based on th tlie disinfector cannot dispose of all the goods that arrive, 
some of whi isinfected hy exposure, And the subjection to quarantine might 
be justified by the mention of the word in conneetion with merchandize in the * mesur 

prendre dans le Golfe Persique.” 

Tn any case, should the matter be referred to the Sanitary Council at ‘Teliran it is 
plain that that body will recommend whatever measure is likely’ to be most disagreeable 
to the British. 

‘The Legation is making representations to the Minister for Roreign Affairs, who 
promises his assistance, hut has not a= yet given a definite answer, 

Dr. Vaunie, the Turkish Delogate to. the Sanitary Conneil, has written an offensive 
attack on the me ers to the Residency in a report to the Constantinople Board 
of Health. sacks, which are based on information supplied by the French Views 
Consul and the Russian doctor, y inspired by Dr, Vaume's desire to induce 
his Government to take i deration the question of quarantine in the 
Persian Gulf, He would be charged by the Constantinople Board with the execution of 
any measures decided 0} 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 1, 
Memorandum by Captain Schveider. 


DURING the past month there have been constant references to the movements of 
Russian troops made by the news-writers supplying the Meshed Ageney, ‘The aggregate 
of the troops landed in Krasnovoilsk taking the figures in round numbers is about: 
7,000 men, and apparently very few gua and cavalry. he garrisons ac Sheikh Junaid 
and Patagisar have heen strengthened bya few men only; at the former place four guns 
of large calibre have heen reported to have been plaeed, ‘he strengthening of these 
frontier posts has seemingly been caused by the apprehension of disturbances. in 
Afghanistan at a not very distant date. Purchases of eattle and arrangements for 
transport are roported, bt this could be accounted for by the inerease of the 7,000 men 
viously referred to, as having landed at Krasnovodsk, Preparations for an, advance 
on Herat would have to be on a very much larger seale than these reported. It is 
possible that a larger movement of troops was formerly intended, but has been interfered 
with by the severity of the winter, whieh rendered iovements difficult, The informa 
tion supplied to the Meshed Ayeney is through the medium of natives who are very’ aptto 
take an exaggerated view of the movenients of troops, and are likely to he intentionally 
misled. by Rusia Is, 
zeits have now been sent, and it is possible that more reliable information 
may now be received, 

Captain Whyte, of the Meshed Ageney, say's that 10,000 troops have passed through 
Askabad ; 1 think, however, that the criterion of any serions inerease of the Russian 
searrison is the laniing of troops at Krasnovodsk. Axent at that place should 
he able to keep the British Avent amply informed, 

Tehran, March 6, 1900, 





haat Lain glid to learn that your Lordship's intervention has resulled in the acceptance 

Aimprangia the Agreement by the Directors. E Diet a ee een 
_._ Uhave, &e. 

Movements of Russian Troops received by Telegrams, News-letters, and Meshed Diaries. (Signed) HH. M, DURAND, 


Meshed reports, 7th January, Russians brought to Sheikb Junaid four siege guns, a 
Herat reports, !Ith Janary, Russians have sent an additional force of 800 men and 
four guns to Tanureb from Merv dterdmewe Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 
Scoret Agent at Askabad ied by the Oificer Commanding the Infantey . ef 
that 40,000 troops were ordeved from Russia with guns, and were commencin: Note uddressed on February 1, 1900, by the Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to their 
are Bourd of Directors, 
‘Askabad reports troops moving through. et 4 
Mon enue lroopelivovingjto Sheet Junaid cca R: HOLLAM'S letter to you of the 22nd December last is undoubtedly an accurate 
Early in January the Ist Caacasinn Ritles passed to Askabad en route to Sheikh position of the present: urrency Taw in England, but this is one of the tare eases 
ene: which English law is got consistent with English justice and sound. prineples 
January 12,—Report from Kerki says Patigisar has been reinforced by 500 infantry assumes that the intrinsic value of every eoin is identical with ils adminal oF face 
with arsenal stores. Infantry are said to have been sent to Patigisar trom Samarcand, and oe 
A eee A coi however, may be debased, may be deteriorated, or it may be a token or 
‘Krasnovodsk reports on 2nd February 1,800 infantry arrived from Russia, ae ‘any in: ie does not comespond with its nominal value. 
Askabiad reports arvival ftom Krashovodsk of about three battalions of infantry, Toss thoy hemucnts hich tamper with their coinage have sooner or later to make good th 
arbiei paueearehipueth Mess betvcgn'latieend: 25a dandy, loss they have inflicted upon their people under penalty of being condemned as despot 
Sine hundred and eighty infantry passed through Merv, and 500 infantry and 2 guns SE a A 
A vTHR ree ___ As to deterioration, the universal theory that the Government is the custodian of the 
Kyasnovodsk reports that 600 infantry and 145 Cossacks, vith 1 gun, passed through gurrency, nnd that applied to the maintenance of 
for Askabad trom {4th to 22nd January. its coinage, was lature, so that: until a few years back our bankers 
heikly Junaid reports arrival of 170 infantry and 50 Cossacks between Nth and 21st Nere muleted in a heavy toss on all the light gald that passed through theit hands on 
the principle the € holier of « coin tad to bear the eost of its wear and tear for 
snovodsk reports on 20th January O82 infantry arrived between Sth and [Oth Li or 100 years, Even a frusat-ininded Chancellor of the Exchequer lad 
: : eventually to. give way before the injustice of this theory, and consequently our 
Asana rept Is hebRtarys 1,600 ip fintey ariveds ond ohare eo: ata ached gold coinage, which was in a deplorable condition, was rehabilitated at the es 
bnttations and 200 Cossacks lett towards Mery between 4th and 11th Bebruary. sates vee, a a 
Berween 3rd and Oh February 900 infantry passed from Krasnovodsk to Merv, ___ The principle of the responsibility of the State is still mor incontrovertible in the 
SShekh Juiaid reports the urrial at LOO intuntey onl 30 Cosucker issue of token currency, the intrinsic value of which avowedly beats no relation, to its 
he Postonster at) Darighez, confirins the purchase of cattle and passage of two maminal worth, 9 
Datedlcns Wesntiiloetewnnelyestae. The issue of se is extremely profitable to the Stato which, consequently, 
tus aud amniunition are reported as being sent from Askabad to Merv, when in want of money, his a great temptation to put excessive quattities into. cine 
‘The railway is siid to be specially guarded. culation. 
1f particular care be not exercised to prevent token eoins being issued beyond the 
natural aud legitimate requirements uf the people, such coin will fall in value to the 
xencral loss ; it is only by constant vigilance on the part of our Mint authorities that uu 
Novas English shilling is accepted for twelve penee when it is only worth five pence, 

In Persia, the Government having tolerated the oversissue of copper coin a heavy 
depreciation set nil the State had to buy buck the depreciated coin and resell it nt 
a hicavy Toss, thus obeying tho principle that tie State is responsible for its cuere 
(Nowtt:) he sime principle will apply to the wicket coinaye, which, like our bai 5 
My Lord Tehran, March 6, 1900,» smu, Ue isaued’ with extiewe eondiou, athorwiae Ht wal Le orate ct nea 

WITH reference to my tetewintn No. 27 of the oth Rebru fe the honour to redeemed, 
inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copy of w ‘The principle, therefore, that “avhen coin thas onew been issued. by 
relative to the Agreement hetween the Persian Government nnd the Imperial Bonk for the responsibilities of the Government, in respect of Ht are entirely at an ends” fy inuppli= 
Wii GIT AlaKehol co tne? cable nd, us wwe have shown, bay not been found applicable even in England, where 
The Agreement as at present concluded reserves to the hank its liberty of action as the law, being unsound, has had to be disregarded, 
rezards further operations, and a satistuetory assurance as to this matter has, T understand, (Signed) J, RABINO, 
tecn received from the Persian Government, 
Tn aidition to the difficulty: whieh arose on. this point, 1 question as to the lezal ———— 
rights of the Shah over the eoinage when once issued by bis Government was raised 
iy the London Directorate. Inclosure  iNo. & 
‘This was rogurded by the Shah as throwing doubt on his prerogative, and had an 
wifortunate effect Memorandum, 
In view of the fact that the position of the bank has beet somewhat sl 
Russian Loan ; that the rejection of the Agreement would have seriously [sic] its relations THE Persian copper coinage, in consequence of forced issue 
vith the Persian Government, and especially with the Hakim-ul-Mulk ; that the objection become depreciated an discredited, 
not appear to have bee valid that the bank appears to have heen secured A new nickel coinage was decided on, to be struck in 1 and 2 shabi pieces, of 
against loss, and that other financial houses were willing to accept the contract, T thought the weight, dimensions, and alloys of the current Belgian and 10 ecntime picets nickel 
tnjy duty, on political grounds, to invite your Lordship’s attention to the matter, respectively. ru 
11618} a 





Sir M, Duvinud to the Marqtess of Salisbury.—(Received April 3) 





some years ago, has 





6 


‘The new coins ave to be legal tender to the extent of 2 krans only, but are to be 
unlimited tender at Government Offices. 

‘A Contract was entered into with the Imperial Bank of Persia to. pa: 
bring out the first consignment of 1,509,000 Kraus fice value, of the new issue, 
Phe cost, (reight, and charges are estimated to be some 18,000, or about 60 per ce 
the face value. 

‘The Bank undertakes the distribution of the new coinage as required, 
procecils are to be placed by them to a special account. All surplus in. this a 
after payment of the cost dnd expenses of the issue, is to tie held by 
wunrantee fond out of which i jar for any nickel coin presented, but to the 
Gxtent only of such surplus. 

Tn the event of the Bank advances for costs, &e., of the issue not helng reslized in 
this way within six months, the Government is bound to pay immediately the bal 
to the Bunk. 

‘he Contract provided that all subsequent operations were to be intrusted to the 
Bank on the same conditions, and provision was made for disposing of auy surplus 
exceeding 500,000 tomans, To secure this the Contract was mide terminable on two 
years! notice hy either party 

‘Whe last clause was made optional to the Board of Directors who have declined to 
ratify it, therefore the Contract is terminable by either party at pleasure. 

‘The Bourd of Directors took exception to certain phrases in the binding past of the 
Contract. tis nol sulliciently explicit. ‘There was no differcnee of opinion as to the 
intention, and the Persian Governnient undertook to accept any chang 
Tietter express the meaning intended. Unfortunately, the Bank solieitors expressed am 
‘pinion that a goinaye once isstied could not be redeemed, ‘The amended Contract sent 
from London introduecd other conditions which His Imperial Majesty. the Shah did not 
consider consonant ysith his dignity to accept. 

‘The Dircotion of the: Bank af "Pehran eonsitlered the Contsuet of 
snd considered its repudiation would have: an inj clleet 
appreliensionsiof thy London Office that unlimited orders for nickel 2 
the Bank; they considered that the terms of the Conteact provided 
the dincat interests of the Persian Goverment. They 

inieit to make the desire! Law on the 


given by 1 
onofit to the Bank. 
‘Tehran, March 2, 1900. 





No. 
Sir My Durtand to the Marquess of Selishury— (Received April 3.) 


(No. 13, Seeret.) 
My Lov Tehran, Murch 6, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith memoranda of 
‘conversations relative to the relations of the Sadr-i- n to the Shah in connection with 
the loan. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) If, M. DURAND. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 3. 
Memoraudin of Conversatic 


‘THE Shuaces-Sultaueh, younger son of the Sha as recently returned from & 
journey in Europe, and who will probably be Reg quaintance of his to give 
ingeRice the following message for Sir Mortimer Derand :— 
Tinperial Highness has been lately in constant communication with the Shah. He 
from what he has lieard from various sourees since the loan hes been obtained 
ather has been systematically deceived hy the Si 
is Majesty has heen told again and agai Eng 
to accede to a Toan except under the condit i 


‘Azam has on 
¥y with the iden that: England is actuated. by 
It was on the impression that Ru 
iil was absolutely neces at His Majest 
reat reluctian id to the loan. f: 
ing-Rice stated that there was absolutely no se¢ret as to the conditions which 
's Government vere reidy to accept, that is, a joint loan with Russia, with 
Hot immediate, control that these were 
8, which could hve been abtained from 
Not ouly lied these conditions: been repeatedly explained by 
Azim and the Foreign Minister, but the Bank Manuger had on 
on tho subject with His Highness, and it was 
e ficquent communications hud heen eonveyed to 
the Shak. " 
Me. Sprint formed, in reply, that such, nevertheloss, was the fet. ‘The 
ad Delicved up to the lest moment that a joint lonn without innedate control was 
f y refused her assistance except under conditions 
H fon, in view of theso facts, as fo the truth of 
which ¢ dist tealize that it was impossible to 
trust to tiny ese ;  inust be found of 
convey si stich commdueations "6 Govern 
of the Shah, SE 
ice oF the poliey pus e cull mention the fet that 
ai eoustantly of late: us at Ilis Majesty woutd 
nd, while, on the other hand, ho 1 the teport that His 
e 0 zo if invited, ia conseqnenes of his fear of the sen, 
This was done with thie double object of preventivs an invitation trom being given 
f {lo iretation against Bushand, 
! Volled abyond, and. wis 
sas caving tht Hho overeat of th Of wana who was 
more Russiau thn Persian fi vee cou possibly reich the Shab tro 
tut Ris if conveyed through the ollicial ehahel MAES 
i f ost asious that Sir Mortimer Durand before 
teasing sould ind an cpportunity of sein he Malin --Mullsy a mn personally devote 
to his country sind his Sovercigu, and of explain to hit whit had seith happened abon 
the Joan aud the English offer Sa eS aE aks 
‘To resume what the Princo believed to be the state of the ease 
The SadriAzam had throughout determined) that, the loan should be a sole Tou, 
that if England: had offered. 5,000,090%, without, security: this offer would have. hoe 
refused 5 that he had purposely protracted the sicgotiations in order that the Shab in view 
Of his journey, should be forced. to eousent, and that. he bad throughout conveyed to. hig 
Master only ste fuformation as would subcesve the purposes of Russia 


Inclosure 2 in No, 


Memorandum. 


SIR H, M. DURAND called by appointinent on the Hakimeul-Mutk, the Shah’ 
fe doctor, on the Srl Mareh, See 
n talked with great freedom on the present state of alfhirs, He said 
ed with n the present state of affairs, He sad the 
s entirely inthe hands. of Russia, and Ii ed him to have wilfully 
nonanee as ill fe of Her Mojesty’s Government to afford 
ia in concert with Russia, and without demanding immediate 
contol of the Customs, ‘The Sudri-Azam had, on the contriry, continually. asserted 
that B id opposed categorical refusal to all appeals for assistance, and that’ there was 
no hope of obtaining any help from her whatever. The Shah had consequently be 
obliged, though with great reluctance, to consent to the Russian loan, X 
The Shah intends to go to England, for which country be had great 
éteom, and would not be prevented from so doin, The charac 
arisen with regard to the Nasr-ul-Mulk, ‘The SadricAzam wished to briiig his own 
interpreter in order that an assurance mig ven through him from the Shai to the 
Russian Eniperor which would be teken as a pledge to keep the S au in office 
permanently, This pledge the Shah was determined not to sive, and he \us ansious to 


vmpathy and 
tie question had 








take the S ale ssith: bin dor t e Is inter- 

preted. A violent differaice i ise hah was 
quite determined yield i i 

of thi no St eould be found for the 

ri ch, one of the most 


Russian debt mi 
Verepaid, For this purpose all that was ne ss tlie esamination 
tlie internal reveiiue and expenditure. 1 ull was the proper m 
take this, but, as long as the present Sadi-fAvam was in office, the Hakim had nov 
lively lope of any effcctive reform, Ie strongly hinted 4 essit 
events of find f convert ah, any com: 
Majesty’ Government ni ® to inuke to His Majesty, for it was wow evident that 
the Sade-fAzam way uot a sale and trustworthy channel 





No. 
Sir N, O\Conor to the Mesyurss of Salisbury —(Receteed Ap-it 3.) 


(No. 107.) 
My Lor, Constantinople, March 26, 1900. 

* WITT vetevence to your Lordshipls tel Vof'the 17th instant, and tom 
telegrams Nos, and of the 19th and 2 stant, [have the lionour to lost 
herewith a Memorandum trom Colonel Ponsonby, reporting his interview with the 
Minister of War respecting the alleged construction of a fort in the Haushabi country hy 
tlie Turkish military authorities, 

i¢ Minister ‘ot War asstired Colonel Ponsonby that there was no truth in 
‘statement reve on, and added that if there had been any eneroach: 
on the teritory of the Haushabi he would order the imilitary authorities to with 
avonce, 
T have, 
(Signed) R. O'CONNOR. 


Tnclosuie in No. 4. 


Colonel Ponsonby to Sir N. O° Conor. 
No. 64 
Ge d Constantinople, Murch 25, 1900. 

1 HAVE the Honour to report that, in acconlince with your Exesileney’s instructions, 
Vealled upon the Minister of War last Monday, the 1th instant, to sesjuaint him with the 
alle ions of the Turkish troops axatist. the Haushabi tribe and their oceupati 
ofa sinall fort in the turritory of the lutter at a place called Addcrejn 
British Resident at Ade 


disturbance with this tribe, but he promised to telegraph to Abdullah Pash 
je of the Turkish forces in Yemen, for information and exp 
and uit Haushabé territory. 
all Odliver, to whom [gave the statement of aillexed facts which your Excellency has 
wived from the Boreign Office, togeth nie of the place where the fort is 
reported to have been constructed, 
he Minister of War asked me to call again the following Thursday to learn Abdullah's 
reply. 
P ANGi cat Gon lomiumucnaee in original, which he had 
eee d trom this officer, who stated that he was absolutely 
reported, but that he had telegraphed to. the Command 
for that frontiey—tor jutormation, whiely he would for 
telegram recvived was dispatched trom Sana 
‘The Minister of War at the same time save me the assurance that he would issue the 
necessary oriders should it transpire that aiything of the sort related by the Arabs had 
occurred, 


‘was in the act of taking leave when a telegram just received was handed to the Minister, 
who at once arrested my departure. It was the Taiz Commandant’s report, which stated 
that there was no truth in the statements made, that everything was quiet, and that, so 
far from there being any agaressive movement on the part of his men against the Haushabi 
or otlier of the tribes about Aden, be lind, by reason of the virulent sickness at present 
prevailing among these tribes, aud with the object of preventing all intercourse between 
‘them and his troops, withdraw the usual frontier posts to a distance of an hour and 
a-half (about 6 miles), and that not a single Turkish soldier was nearer to the frontier 
‘than that. 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. G. PONSONBY. 





No. 5. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 4.) 
THE 
Secretary 


forwards herewith, for tiie infor copy of a telegt 


to the Viceroy, dited the 2nd April, regarding Turkish encrowchment on Haushabi 
territory 
Initia Office, April 3, 1900. 


——_———— 


Inclosure in No, 5, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(elezraphiie.) India Offer, April 2, 1900. 

. YOUR tel ' n to Bombay, 2st, 
Since then red our Ambassador that, if apy fort had’ been 
erected it Ad Dareja, hie would onler its demolition. Resident at_Aden should confine 
himself to informing Governor-General, Yemen, that the Turkish Goverment disapproves 


of any advauee into Haushibi limits, and) he should report for orders, and by mail any well 
ascertained facts proving cuerouchment upon our Protectorate, 





No. 6. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received april 4.) 


ni ctary of State for India presents his compliments to. the Undere 
luty of State for Foreign Mlairs, und, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for thi n of tlie Secretaty of State, copy of inelosures in Government 


of India’ Fi ‘ "s letter dated ‘the Sth Mareh, regarding the movements 
of M. Gog 


India Office, April 4, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 6. 
Captain Cox to Gorernment of India, 


Muscat, February 24, 1900, 
of the 10th instant, [have the honour to forward a further 
cuyer. 
Thiave, &e 
(Signed) P. %, COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, 


[11s] 








Tnelosute 2 in No. 6. 
Memorandum respecting Movements of M. Goguyer, French Suspect in Muscat, 
(In continuation of Memorandum of February 20, 1900.) 


TAST Saturday's mail steamer from Jask brought news that a Russian man-ofwae 
hd put into Bunder Abbas, where Her Majesty’s ship “Pomone’? had also arrived, 
Rumour has heen running riot in the Muscat bazar ever since, and amo 
connects Goguyer with the arrival of the Russian shi how suggested that G 

ion, Elbaz, who is believed to have irom Bahrein, was in 

itical with Gorbons, the supposed Russian spy, reported upon from 

iters in October 1898, Also that between Guguver’s departure from Muscat for 

Rabrein, in May 1899, and his return on the 25th Noveniber, he or his assistant, Elbaz, 
Spent. a fortnight at Bunder Abbas, 

Tam unable to verity these reports and simply mention them as being locally eurrent 
during the past week, and as being within the bounds of possibility. 

If Gosuyer is i ie has played his eards very carsfully, His letters 
‘are ull to or from Bra lly Paris, from whence he reevived three registered letters 
last mail; but he apparently refuses to see Europeans, and there is nothing to preclude 
the possibility of his being « Russian with «good knowledge of French. He is evidently 
financed locally by M. Ottavi, as he has no funds of his own, and receives none from 
Outside, Me continues fo spend his time writing, but keeps everything under lock and 
ey and burns waste pa Thave up tothe present heen, unable to ascertain what 
he is oF the arms broweht by the * Shalri cleared 
from M ¢ Vth instant, were taken delivery of by him, T should be glad 
to he informed it anything is known about him, beyond what hws been reported from 
Muscat. 

(Signed) PZ. COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul ant Potitieal Agent, Muscat. 


Museat, February 24, 1900, 





No.7. 


The Mirjuesy of Salisbury (o Mr. Spring-Rices 
mite.) Py Foreign Office, April 4, 1900. 
THE following refins to your-telogmms Nos 48 anil 40 of the bth March, and ie 


ave it distinet promise that € 
way: to Teh 
riven to others in the north av similar eoncession 
Company in thy sonth try southern railway concession should. be 
tiny foreign Oot y without consultation with Her Majesty's nt, Reference 


(Sir Hl, Wolf! telegram No, 76 of the 1th Mareh, ss%, saul his despatch No, 62 of 
the 20th March will shove the cise to be ax stated above, 

‘Thore van be no doubt of the continued validity of this engagement. You shonkd 
Hike vortiin that the Shib is aware of its existence, and also bring it to the 
rgollection of the Persian) Government, 





Nos. 
The Murquess of Sulisbury to Sir B. Monson, 
Foreign Office, April 4, 1900, 
WY and spoke of the proposal which T made 
quisition of coal 


the 21st ultinio, 
M. Cambon said that before deefiing what reply they should return to this prox 


nu 


posal, the French Government were anxious to obtain further information on the 
following points :— 
iether the portions of ground to be assigned to each of the two Powers in 
‘ove were to he equal 
‘To this question T replied in the 
2, Whether if was a question of dividing unoccupied portions of the ground only, 
and not the depts already existi 
T answered that the whole aren, inelnding both the existing depots and unoccupied 
ground, would he divided between 1 
3. Whether a payment or indemnity of ang description would he roquived of 
them for the accommodation to be afforded, 
T replied that the intention was that each of the (wo parties should pay its own 
expenses, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 





No.9 
Addmiralty to Foreign Office. (Received, April 6.) 


(Confidential) 
Sir, 


y  Silisbury 
Joposal of. the Thdia OMfion that the ports, 

an Gulf should be visited and reported upon by the 
Instructions uccondingly will he sent to. the Naval 


Tam, &o. 
ed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 10, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received April 6,) 


Gi, DL) 

Telegraphic.) Tebran, April G, 1900, 
ELEVEN Thu ixty or more Persian Cossacks and 

accompanied | id by: Russian servants have gone 

south. Binder Abbas is stid to he their destination, Report from Tabreen states that 


engineers, who ary given escort und nssistanee, are resirveying the route from Julfa 
under instructions from Sadr Azam, 





No. 1, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury:—(Receined April 7.) 
(No, $2.) 
(Telegraphie.) PB, Tehran, april 6 1900, 
RUS: ¥ consist of engineer officers and non-commissioned officers. Two 
go to Ye Abbas, 2 to Bushine, 2 to Ke nd) 2 to Ispaban. 1 hear 
at Ispahan and that more will be sent. Accome 
prepared at Kerman and Yead, Tam also informed that Russian 


gunboat “Ghilek” will shortly and 14 more on the Persian Gulf at various 
Points. iy 








Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Receieed April 8.) 
(Contents 


. ___ Admiralty, April 7, 1900. 

Hie aeraueonen We Sate gatisute ie Ramen an Cae fn dager 

‘telegram, dated the Gth April, from the Commander-in-chiet, Bast Indies, relative to 
[Asses econ ea aa eee 4 the Tas Oe. 

(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR 


Inclosure in No, 12, 


Rear-Adiniral Bosanyuel to Admiralty. 
Bixtract,) an 
t “eleyraphie, Bombay, Ayril 6, 11900. 
ee ates yt i mbo ; her destinatin lieved te be 
Viudivostock ; sho did uot Abbas, it is still on shore there. 





Mr. Spring-Rive to the Mirquess of Salishury—(Received April 8.) 


Tehran, Aprit 
ineors Have arvived hore with instruments. as 
Tow that at Bander Abbas 400 tons of coal were sold to Russian ship, whieh 


sont them to Hormual by mative hont whore thoy were deposited, 





No. Lh 


Mr, Spriny Rice to the Marquess of Silishury.—(Received Aprit S.) 

Nh » Dy Tehran, cApril 8, 1900, 

THAVE, in an official note, communicated to Ministor for Rowvlgn Allity a 
aeopy of the Tate Shah's autograph evened to in your Lordships telegram No. 95, 
and T have requested that if may be laid hefore the Shah, ‘The Sade Azam, who 
procured from the Inte Shalk the inesssge in question, mule a stitemont to me 
Yesteniy, whieh wns confined by the Minister for Fovoign Airy this 1 
Tho offodt that the Shale had heen informed five manthy agi 
Minister and the Sade Azam promised that the text would be aton 
to lis Majesty, Sadr Azam also promised that the Russian La 
ee Hey gd OTAETE Aled sell to adopt other measures to insure fiat the 
of the duciment should he brought to the kuowledge of the Shih. 





No. 15, 


Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salishiiry.—(Received April 9.) 
(pe, Conde) en 
“TL HAVE road with interpst Mrs Spring-Riee’ ran of the 30th 
ultino whiely your Lordship was ood et Wy information, in your 
despateh No. $8 of the sa Mate, 
It is, of course, always possible thatthe private ‘capitulists who, according to 
M. de Witte, have ike up the whole of the new Persian Gold Loan, way have 
secured promises of Railway Concessions in ease of the Persian Government eventually 
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consenting to open up that conntry to railway enterprise, and that they may have received 
Permission to exauine and survey possible lies for railway lines, 

re xppears to be uo lack ef far-reaching projects to connect the existing network 
of Russian railways with India and the Persian Gull occupying the atcention of irre- 
fhapsible Russian politicians at the present moment, and a pamphlet which has. recently 
been published by'a Russisn oficer on this subject has been attracting u guod deal ef 
attention among ty foreign colleagues, 

T have the honour to inclose a copy of this work,* which, as it is in the Russian 
fanguige, I regret Ua unable to masters but Lam having an English summacy of ite 
contents made which I hope to transmit to your Lordship very shortly 

The map appended to it will, however, clearly indicate the direction which these 
projects take, 

They seem to be based on the assumption of an English project to connect the 
Tenis Gt epaworah of the proposed German ine from Constantinople. with. the 
teriinus of the Indian railway systein at Quetta by way Tine running due east 
through Shir: K and Nushki, with a branch line rnin ig north to Meshed 


t appears to reward it as absolutely, necessary for Russia to 
eet ANS daugerous competition which the realization of this project would supply 
to the ‘Trans. 1 thier projected Russian railways, which aim at. forming 
necessary parts of all ature ditcet railway communication between Europe and Northern 
and Southern Asia. 

Hence the suggested lines, niarked in red on the map, from Irivan through Persian, 
Torah Shpugh Tabrees to ‘Leliran, and from theuce itm southerly direction through 
Tepahaw aud Shirwz to the Persian Gulf. at Bunder Abbas, and a feather line running 
cast from Tehrin through Meshed to join the Trans-Caspian, railway’ syacein at Kush 
post. 

‘The same iup also indicates still bolder Russian railway projects. for: ¢ ye 
the railaay system of British India with the Russian system fC hy. two 
min lines through Afghanistan: one trom Kushk post to Candahar vit Herat, and the 
other trom Chardjui to Peshawur passing to the northeast of Cabul, 

Tes, off course, impossible for me to ascertain here whether Any of these bold 
sche » Which seem to be looking very far ahead into distant future, have received ony: 
Aieaticg lragenient in responsible quarters. ‘Deir propounder inthe pamphlet. in 
question seenis to start with the very questionible premise that, the utter and final 
collajse of the “modern Carthage,” as he is pleased to term the British: Kanpire, has been. 
so plainly demonstrated by recent bis that Russia should not lose a moment in taking 
this tvouruble opportunity of putting these projects into execution, 

| doubt very much the disposition of the Enpetor’s respeusible advisers to admit the 
corteciness of this (remiss 

By both Count Mouravieff und M. de Witte L have been positively assured that the 
Persistent, ruiours of Railway Concessions. in Persia are unfounded, and that at. th 
present Persian # closed to railway enterprises however, never coin 
mitted themselves t any positive statement us to. whi y take place in the future 
when the existing Agreeiient with Rus to an ends nor have 1 beer 
able us yet to el worn lum whieh I left with Couut Mouray ivf! (as reported 
in my despat 8 of the znd February) of the language which T was instructed. to 
hold'to his Excellcney on the subject of the Persian 1 miore practical indicati 
Of 4 dlesite to exeliange ttiendly communeations with Her Mijesty’s Government on th 
basis of a mutual recog spretive serious iterests, in that country, than th 
reference to M. de Wi ich enabled we to. place your Lordship, hy despatch No. 
iu vosession of that “Minister's verbal explanation of the. tert. awl. suamey fi 
Hiich the loan was concluded and of his disclaiwer of its having any’ political importance 
or effect. 

1 tear, however, that M. de Witte was much disturbed by the xtint ot the Convessiva 
Xo Gerinany for the Constantinople-Busdud line, and by the idea of thin line belie 
possibly couuceted through Pe 
direct trade route to Asia, which 
and other projected: Russia lines, 

T have, &e. 
(Signe) CHARLES 8, SCOT 





© Not prnies 
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No. 16. 


Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received April 9.) 


{No. 55.) 
graphite.) Ps ; 
BLEGRAPIT extensio ' ‘ . 
Sidr Azam asks whether we would give them the wites and iron posts as an 
aulvance if the Persian Government were prepared to make the proposed telegraph 

line themselve ‘ 7 
(On completion of Tine the advance to be repaid out of proc 


Tehran, April 8, 1900. 





ds. 








No. 17. 





Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

CO ) Poreign Office, April 9, 1900, 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be Inid before 

the Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty, the ne deeyphier of a telogratn from 

Her Majesty's Charié ’Afiires at 'Pehran,* reporting that 400 tons of coal were sold at 

cr Abbas to a Russian war-ship and sent by a native boat under the Russian fag to 

svhiere it was deposited. yy. 

1 to suggest, ithe Lords Connnissioners see no objection, that the Commander 

‘on the Bast {nia Station should be informed by telegraph of this statement and 
instructed fo ascartam ana report the actual facts. 

















Tam, & 





FH. VILLIERS, 


(og 








No, 18. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 10.) 





Sir, April 10, 1900. 
"TAM directo by the for Indin to acknowledge the receipt of 
uur Lotter dated th Apri, inclosing a report of a further conversation with M. Carbon 

‘on the subject of the Beat Soe) depot. . 

Tam to invite attention to the tenour of the arrangement proposed in my letter of 
ch, viz., that, th led into two parts, the 
French Government should be f or of them, subject to the 
conditions stated in my letter above mentioned, ‘This option does not appear to have 
hoon stated clearly to the French Ambassador, and Lord George Hamilton desires me 
to suguest that it night he advisable, before M. Cambon replies, to call his attention 
specially to this important concession. 

Lond Salisbury will, no doubt, remember thy 


















the Memorandum left by 









AL. Cambon with his Lordship Veh sfuly, 1 was stated that “le hangar 
No, 1,” whieh is included in on se two alternatiy would be suitable for 





e purposes of the French Government. 
the purposes of the French Governm ae A 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 19. 


Mr. SpriigeRice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No, 58.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
MY telegram No. 54. . F Penis 
T told the Porsian doctor of the Shah that did not wish to trouble Tis Majesty, 
in viow of his state of health, with politieal business, but that your Lordship was 
mxious to make sure that the promise of His late Majesty was known to the Shah, 


‘Tehran, April 11, 1900, 


+ Nota, 
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Copies of the autograph have been conveyed to the Persian doctor and to the Nasreul- 
Mulk who accompanies the Shah as interpreter, I heard yesterday that the whole 
matter had been explained to His Majesty. 

After my interview with the Shah to-day to bid him farewell, in which I 
restricted myself to conveying your Lordship’s friendly message, the Sadr Azam told 
me that the Shah had seen the reseript and roganted it as of binding force. ‘The 
question of concessions would not arise for the next ten years owing to the Russian 
Railway Agreement. In the event of the Russians raising it, the late Shah’s promise 
to us would be produced by His Majesty. This was the answer, the Minister for 
Poreign Affairs told me, to my written note. 

‘The Russian Minister says that there is no question of Russian Railway eonstruce 
tion, and is aware of the autograph. 








































No. 20. 


ig- Mice to the Merquess of Sulisbury.—(Received April 11.) 





No. 
(iscsi ) 








a Tehran, April 11, 1900, 

1 understand, paid in their entirety directly into 
the Russian Bank, which pays the sum. to the Persian Government after deducting 
interest of loan. 1 hear also that provision for up-keep of Cossack brigade is made 
from the receipts of the Southern customs, for which purpose the latter are 
reserved. 





























No.2. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 60.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 








Tehran, April 11, 1900. 





THE Sadr Azam has tried to bribe the Shah's doctor to induce His Majesty to 
go to St. Petersburgh before undergoing his cure. ‘This probably means that at 
St, Petersburgh it is intended to obtain some pledge from the Shah, ‘The Sade Azam 
also end 














oured to use the same means to prevent the Nast-ttleMLulk from accom 
the Shah. 
T have just received following message sent me privately by the Bhah :— 
policy has not changed, and will not change. Tam, and will remain, the 
friend of England,” 
Above is secret, 


























No. 22, 






Foreign Office to India Office, 
(Confidential.) u a 
ir, Foreign Office, April 11, 1900, 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Salishury to transmit to you, to be laid betrre 
the Secretary of State for India, copies of a letter to the Admiralty,* aad of the reply 
which has been received,t respecting the proposal contained in your letter of the 2186 
ultimo, that the harbours and islands of the Persian Gulf should be visited and reported 
upon by the Captains of Her Majesty's ship 

Tewill be seen that instructions in the sense desired 
be sent hy the Lords Commissioners to the Commander 

























Lord George Hamilton will 
hief on the station, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) F. H, VILLIERS, 






















* Seo Patt U1, No, 150. + No.0. 

















































(Contidential,) 
Sir, 

WII reference to 
sale of coal at Bunder 
Comm 






bas to a Russian wi 










ners of the 
ary of State, the deeyph 
mschiof on the 
as been sent to the India Office. 
Tam, &e. 
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sure Lin No, 23. 


Admivalty to Foreign Office —(Reewed Aprit 11.) 


Admiralty, April 











Ailnivalty to ReareAdmiral Bosanguet, 


(elegraphie.) 

Ti is reported from "Pel: 
Russian warship, and sent } 
was deposited,» Make ingui 









native bont under th 
nil report actual fue 





Russian fla 


», 1900. 

‘our letter of the 9th instant and its inclosure respecting the 

ship, T am commai 
h, for the 


1 hy my Lords 
formation of the 
subject from the Admiralty to 
and of the reply thereto. A 


(Signed) HORACE STU ARM, Provisional Secretary. 






Admivatty, Aprit 10, 1900. 











Triclosue 


Rear-ctdmiral Bosinyuet to Admiralty. 


phic.) 
YOURS of the 10th instan 
I have already directed 8 








ior Oley 








400 tons of coal were sold at Bunder Abbas to a 
to Ormuz, where it 


1 Indies, April 11, 1900, 


, Persian Gulf, to make inquiries and report 
direct to Admiralty, but 1 consider statement improbable. 





Adiiralty to Foreiyn Office (Revived Aprit V7.) 


(Confidential) 





ter of th 





Gol ton Russian wareship at Bande 
missioners of the Adiniral 
for , deeyplier of w tel 
Nayal Officer int the Peisian Gull, 

‘A copy of this te 








m, dated the 








vertu Ti 








Abbas, [ant comman: 
to transmit, for the information of the Seerctary of State 





also been sent to the fn 





Adiniralty, April 16, 1900 








dl 





in Oifice. 


Tam, &e. 
EVAN MACGREGOR. 


(Signed) 








Inclosure in No. 24. 





Senior Naval Officer, Persion Gulf, to Admiralty. 








ruport of Chaigé a’ faire 
tins been at Bunder Abbas since “ Gilyak” loft on 2 
landed at Ormuz, and no dhow hss been seen fly 
neighbourhood, 





phic.) * Pomon 
AVE just returned from Ormuz and Bander Abb: i 
t Tehran, No Russian man-of-war or unloaded collier 


Oth February. No coal has heen 











the Russian tlag 





clative to the sale of 
ry my Lords Com- 


th instant, from the Senior 







£* Jus, April 18, 1900, 
‘There isno truth i 





in the 



















No. 25, 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 





yaks Foreign Office, April 18, 1900. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 58 of the Sth April, a telegram has been 
received from the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, dated the 13th instant, in which 
he states that he has visited Ormuz and Bunder Abbas, and that there is no truth in 
the report that 400 tons of coal were sold toa Russian ship of war at Bunder Abbas, 
and deposited at Ormuz, 











No, 26, 
Sir C. Scott to the Maryuess of Salisbury.—(Received April 23.) 


(No. 101, Confidential.) 

My Lond, St. Petersburgh, April 10, 1900. 
WITH referonce to the Porsian Loan recently negotiated in, Russia, and to any 
conversation with M, de Witte on this subject, reported in my despatch No. 70 of the 
10th ultimo, I learn, confidentially, from my Belgian colleague that part of the 
alue to 5,000,000 roubles, is being transmitted to 
ver bat fiom the State Bank, the price paid for them 
sof that usnally paid, ‘The orders sent from. 
ars should be sent to Persia for mintage in that coun 
«¢ Belgian estal , which usually undertakes the miniage of 
this silver, obtained a dolay in the despatch of these bars to Tehran in the hope of 
the Pei nit to reconsider its decision, and to give tho mintage 
uted on very modera is, but the 
Ube forwarded at onee, as the mintage was to be 





































were that th 



















aken in Persi 
‘his, M. le consi would considerably reduce the net amount of the 
proceeds of the loan whi neashed hy the Shah's ‘Treasury, 








M. le Ghiait had been under the impression that theso bars wore being fo 
as part of the loan supplied directly to Persia by the State Bank, but itis of couse 
possible tliat they may have been pureliased from the Bank by the group of wealthy 

nitioned Witte as having taken up the entire lonn, and that th 
realized a prof jon on the transtetion, 
M. le Ghait’s i ion seems positive, as I gathered fom him that be 
Jad interested himself in the application of the Belgian minting establishment, 

T have, &e, 

(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOT 






























No 27. 
Sir C. Scolt to the Maruess of Salishuru.—(Reeeived April 23,) 
(No. 1081) 
My Lonl, St, Petersburgh, April 14, 1900, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship st précis of an. article 
which appeared in the “St, Petersburger Zeitniig” of yesterlny's date, seeking to 
prove that the interests of Russia and England in Central Asia are capable ofa pencetu! 
settloment, 
‘This article is written by an “Old Diplomatist,” and was originally published in 
the  Russki Muisl,” « Moscow monthly magazine of liberal tenden 
Thave, &. 
ned) CILARLES 8, SCOr?, 
























fiers) 



































Inclosure in No. 27, 
Précis of Article in the “ St, Petersburger Zeitung” of March 26 (Aprit’S), 1900, 


TILE * Russki Muist” publishes an interesting article byan “* Old Diplomat 
seeking to prove that the interests of Russia and England in Central Asia are capabl 
of a peaceful settlement, A 
+The chauyinisny of certain papers,” says the writer, “bas eansed great unrest in 
England, where the public are apt to look upon the expectorations of the Russ 
press as indications of the intentions of the Government. Our chauyinists clamoured 
for the occupation of Herat, and the English connected the despatch of a small 
body of troops from ‘Drans to Kushk with an intention of the Government to 
it ont, 
But what importance bins Herat for us? Abduraliman Khan is on the side of 

i he draws English subsidies, Long experience has taught him that 

her India nov Afzhanistan. Russia would require 100,000 men to 

in onder in Afghanistan, which does not make its acquisition desirable. ‘The 

death of the Emir, however, will zive rise to a civil war, and force Inngland to interfere 

to restore onder, the consequence of which will be that England will occupy the 

southern part of Afghanistan and Russia the northern part, the Hindu Kush forming 
the natural boundary between them, 

“What Russia wants is an outlet to the Indian Ocean, but the natural outlet is not 
through Afghanistan and India, but on the northern shore of the Persian Gulf, It is 
an accepted axiom in England that’ no European Power can be allowed access to the 
Persinn Gulf, as this would threaten the communications between England and India, 
Lord Curzon writes in his book * Persia” : ian harhour on the Indian 
Sewn would be a s » thie potit 

« Russia wants no territorial nequisitions in Persi 
Of Mussulmians snider the Riassian seeptre would only promote P: 
reach the Por Hf without eneroaching upon the mtegrity of 

onditions, Russia ha 


Dotweon Russians and Bngli up to now by 
strive for peace they can well work ts 
Shah, recognizing thiit: ussia wishes to maintai 
that a ‘rapprochement’ with that powerful State would be advantageous, wei 
renow the reaty concluded ten years ago, by which Ru ven the exclusive 
right to build x n all protests on the part of England would he of 
no avail, and without striking a blow we would aequtire some port on the Persian Gulf 
suitable for the outlet of a railyay running through Persia from north to south, 
‘Thon Bngland would have to reconcile itself to the * fi ‘compli’ or to declare war 
with Russia, It would not, however, resplve on the latter eourse, the 
wyoulil soon nize that the Persian Railway was just as useful te 
Rusia in bringing Indian and Euglish goods to the north of Pers 

* Much deponds in this question on the personality of the SI 

iddin Shah is well disposed toward European civiligition. 

to Russia, and the influence of England in ‘Veliran is on the a 
extwmoly probable that ho will renew the Railways Treaty with Russia, 

“in the y ‘1804 General Kuropatkin said’ that wished he could meet the 

English in Central Asia, not in ordur to mneasure their stength, but to work toxether 

who form the majority in England, have 

interest of their country to come toa frank and honest 

understanding with Russia on the basis of the mutual recoguition of their rights; but 

the men at the head of alfnirs will not depart from the traditional policy of 
Angland. 

“The ‘Old Diplomatist’ like Prof i" i ii a ke that 
Russia and t and have hitherto end ured to kee Asiatic boundaries apart, 
ani have for that purpose created buffer States. Si rtifivial obstacles always fa 
ready does the idew of a dineet contact I sti and Russian frontiers in 
Contral Asia not seem so. terrible to pol it did « short igo. On the 

such t is the only possible basis of a full understanding between 
nd England, When these buffer States have been removed the two countries 
will know liow to settle a modus civendi, as has been done everywhere in Europe. 
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fhanistan must cease to exist as a country ; Russia will handly raise objections to 
ind undertaking the ‘exploitation’ of ‘this country, only they must not oppose 
our natural desire for an ontlet on the Persian Gulf. 

In England there exists a whole school which advceates the advance of both 
frontiers to the Hindu Kush; another school advocates that the Indus should form 
the frontier of India. \ large portion of the press is in favour of an understanding. 
between England and Russia in Central Asia. The “Contemporary Review,’ for 

ample, says that Russiaand England hoth require peace and rest, that their common. 
interests far outweigh those which divide them, and that they must settle all questions 
in Asia by mutual agreement, which is the only way fo seeure peace for that 
conntry. 

“ Professor Martens writes that the mountains and valleys of Central Asia are wide 
enough for the resources both of England and of Tussin, ‘md that the two countries 
must help each other to prove to the peoples of Asia that their only endeavour is to 
fight bar! in order to introduce social reforms calculated to secure the progress 
of civilization 





No. 28, 


colt to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received April 22.) 


(No. 105.) 


St, Petersburgh, April V7, 1900, 
groundless nature of the various alarming reports lately current 
y.and other cheles in this country have already been sufficiently demon 
strated, it is interesting to note that at a recont, Conferenee at the Russian’ Ministry 
of Finanes, towhieh the leading bankers and finaneial representatives of St, Potorse 
burgh wer invited, the Director of the Ministry stated on official authority that all 
the reports which had been disseminated through the press of any aggressive policy or 
intentions on the part of Russia or of important decisions in the domain of foreign 
Policy to be annomived in connection with the Imperial visit to Moscow were 
absolutely unfounded, and that a similar denial has heen simultancously: communi 
cated to financial institutions in other towns of Russia, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOLD, 





No. 29. 
Sir F, Plunkett (0 the Maryuess of Satishury.—(Received April 23:) 


(No. 50, Most Confidential.) 
My Lord, Brussels, April 21, 1900, 

MY Persian colleague, Mirza Djevad Khan, has represented his country at. this 
Court for more than six years, and is supposed to have heen considerably mixed up in 
tho various speculations Which Belgian capitals in Persia. 

Soveral weeks ago ho asked leave to speak to me in the strictest confidence, but it 
was only on the 16th instant that he called, so evidently he hesitated some time helore 
speaking out. 

Mier the briefest possible introduction, he said: “fe viens vons dive quo 
TAngleterre a perdu toute son influence en Perse. Nous sommes maintenant tout d 
fait ii la merci des Russes, et ils ne Michent famais ee qutils ont tine fols eonquis,” 

nsolu my Persian colleague whose. vo trembling with exeitee 
ment, persuade him srely passing through 
crisis which would is "y after 1) Great Britain would resume her 
former prestige in , lost there ig 
nio going back on that, TI ituin should take 
advantage of the approach! it. to Europe of 
‘enormous dangers he has to fear from Ritssia.”” 

T consider it my duty to report in unvarnished shape the language held to me by 
the Persian Minister, for he offered very pointedly his between in any 





private negotiations with the Shab, and T surmise that this was the real object of the 
extraordins fidence he so suddenly showed in me, Ewa 
ee ares a gaa e, merely thanking him, and saying I must think the 


instructed by your Lordship to the caliags Taball do nothing more. 
3 have, &e, 4 
(Signed) ¥. R, PLUNKEY 





No. 80. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 24.) 


r i a i ime e Under- 
‘NIE Under-Seoreta cesents lis compliments to the Un 
Rennie of "stato for I \l, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of correspondence 
vd from the Resident, Aden, relative to the Turkish eneroaeliments in Haushabi 
tory. 
India Office, April 23, 1900, 


Inclosure 1 4 Ne, 30, 
Brigadive-Gonerat Crengh to Governwent of Bowbiy 


ivietly Confidential.) chs: 


I instant, 


vith instructions conta 
ents on Haushabi tervitory b) 
honour to report that on receipt of letters from wah 
i Sultans relating to the eneroachment, T sent out Knglishman, w! 


sport on the 
profivient in surveying, and in whom T have every contidence, to report on 
TTLGANE ALLaRtTUITE ARNG TOE Ol uNRraMESTiE and now attach eopy of Its Report in 
Tall, though [have abealy reported: the essential my’ telograms on the 
su : iy ei 
oi tho tolegmm from the British Ambassador at Coustantinople to. the 

Hovallon OUiGt leh ar that tw Turkish authorities 
‘ushabi fervitory, but the telegram 


only is this 60, but the i 
of Honan, has also induced sone of the Haus! they are Turkish 
jects, and to go over to the ‘Nur 7 
see Sliikh Mahomed Nasir Mokhbil, of Home, peal native Arab ofl of 
the ‘Turkish Goverment, and it would s ad boon, pushed forward, possibly 
without the cognizance of the jeneral of Y ie that 
official to deny the fuer of this 3 arkish, fills i having been 
maul by an * Arab offictal,” is'no doubt of the encroachment, and, 
in accontance with the promise of the Turkish Minister of War, the fort should be at 
one demolished, said its occupants withdrawn into ‘Turkish territory. 
4. Veopy of this letter has heen sent to the India Office, London, 
Uhave, &e. 
Signe "NL. CREAGH, Brigadier-General, 
Sea me 0 Political Resident. 


Aden Residency, April 10, 190, 
Copy forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political and Secret Depart 
anent, Tiidia Olfieg, London. f 
y OM, CREAGH, Brigudier-General, 
a Political Resident, Aden. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 30, 
Report respecting the Situation on Turco-Haushubi' Frontier. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have reconnoitred along the hills north- 
west of Dargja, from which the new fort is plainly visible, distant about 2 miles, I 
Verified its position with the prismatic compass and cross bearings. 

On Captain Waliab's Map a small isolated knoll is marked, bearing about half 
a-mile south-east-south of Karkahan, ‘The fort is situated on the summit of this 
knoll. 

It will be observed that the knoll lies between two small wadis whieh ran down 

h-south-easterly direction to join Wadi Waralzan. The wadi to the east of 

is Wadi Wareja, and that to tho westwards is Wadi Zuik. ‘This latter 

wadi constitutes part of the fronti hence the new fort is within Haushabi 
limits, 

Owing to its position, lialf-way between the two wadis, it is known as Tusn * 
Nasifiah. 11 hins evidently been completed, and is an ordinary square husn of the type 
so common in South Arabia, 

On the knoll immediately to the east of the Iusn are five bell tents, said to 
he tenanted by a detachment of Turkish troops, T sat and watched the spot. for halt 
an-hour, and Saw one man only emerge ' To appeared 
to he dressed in a long dark brown buenus, but it w istiuguts details, 

the troops were probably asleep inside t T could not: 

try on duty, nov we horses. picketed within s T heard 

on good authority that there were a few horses with the detachment for transport 

work, and re probably picketed in Wadi Zuik. Considering the cixeumstances 

+ 1 did not feel justified in approaching until the situation developed itself, 

nee OF Tess Kngckta up, andy ak Lad accomplished my object, 

to me advisuble to withdraw unperceived, which T did, hore appenrs to he 

no intercourse between the adjacent Tiaushabi villages and the new fort; in fact, 

all the inhabitants of the disteict tly stand in wit dread of the detachment, 
and no bribe will induce them to approach the post. 1 tested (h 

Tt would be useless to repeat here the mass of alarming infornation whieh T have 
received from the Haushabi and his adherents, Nonw of it ins stood the test of 
examination, That which T have ascertained nquiry, and whieh Lh 
he accurate, is briefly as follows 

‘What there are forty Turkish infantry at Dar Nasifiah (these by the way ave said 
to be not actual Turks, but troops reeruiled from North Arabia), 

‘he post is said to have been formed for quarantine purpose 

‘That there is one “ bulk,” ivr, company (100) of Turkish. troops distributed among 
three posts west of AI Tioweni (Haushabi), These routes converg before they reuch 
Al Hawemi, : 

hese posts are said to have buen formed to prevent toba 

‘What there are 100 Turkish trvops distributed along the f Dihali for 
quarantine purposes, Many tales are told of acts of oppression practised by the ‘Turks 
‘on caravans, is ilo doubt that. friction d in the enforcement of 
Quarantine Rules abi is, Jam told, stopping all caravans going up until 
he hears from you. He appears to be very wnsious, aud asks for ums, Se. L told hin 
that you would take all stips, and that hie was toremain pussive. 1 believe 

in Mashin, has just arrived in Aden, 116 
proved miiny of his statements false. 
‘Wruo eopy 
ed) HM. ABUD, Major, 


Ist Assistant Resident, Aden, 
Mareh 12, 1900, 





* Halfonay fore, 





22 


No. 31. 


‘The Marquess of Salishrry to Sir B. Monson. 


Delesssé was disposed to : 
e to him wit : The proposal 
sal aeareteidids the i cashes ware 
and the othe 
ng this eomimunicstion, desire to call my 
attention to the fret, whieh he lly instinct? to press upon me, bit 
aa un ot ineres a Gonneation KE portion of the site of this Day where 
the coabsheds w uate vas lable cecasiovals to Moods of 
ich entered into the bay, ancl that land that was so. exposed migh : 
asa conleshed.  Lveplied to his Excellency that 1 eoulil oxy spe photograph 
Thad seen, but that T helfeved that the land that was proposed, both for the English 
‘aid the French sheds, was on one side of the tonent in question, and was not 
to he visited by floods, 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 32. 
Sin C. Seute Lo the Maryiese of Salishuri—(Reeeived April 28.) 


aN ee) Sh Petersburgh, April 28, 1900, 

TIE Povstun Minister having alieady started for ‘Tillis to meot the Shiali, the 
conwetuois of the report mentioned in your Lordship's telegram No, 7 that negotis 
ions ane yolug on in St. Petorsbiiegh sous to me doubtful, : 

‘ihe teath of the rumour that sonny a ations ware being 
Porsit was recently absolutely denied by Count Mout is Excellency sai 
an Rayeal sa roportell in my We patch No, 69, Commoreial, of the tith instant, 
vis alicady on its way home, anu hid only gone to arrange some frontion qu 





No. 88. 


Mre SpringeRive to the Murquess of Sulistury—(Received aprit 


Ny tot, Tehran, March 2, 1900. 
TT WAVE the honous to inform yous Lordship that on the Oth Maveh a telegram 
ris reveived hor from Colonel Moxie, ropoxting that the Shciklt of Motammicral 
Tal heard that the Belgian Adusinistrator of Customs was about fo take ov 
Moliunmerah Custonishonse, avid that if he cousentod fo this stop he woul h 
dhiiger fKonn his tribesmen, Colouel Meade wis of opinion that thie Sheikh. could 
ho wished, offer i as to, the Rees Governnient, su et 
alternative would be hi her ease troubles 
Sea eel wou Yo. deteimental to British interste, Colonel Meads also 
diew attention to the possibility of Rtussinn interferenes and the presence of a Russian 
wr ae ved just as Six TM. Durand was leaving Tehran, but he 
Airocted me to reply to the effet that “we ¢ advise the Shietkh to rebel, nor 
we advise thé Persian Goveruinent th sive up the idea of taking over the 
Mohammoral: Castonis, whieh is an 4 of thy Customs organisation sehenie 
on Whieli the fin jal stability of i pends, XV yay hows 
partion ta aoegpt a compromise, by whieh tho proposed Customs n 
cayricd out without impair wikh’s-ontwart authoxity. The Sheikh is wo 
worse off than the Persian Government itsel|, whieh has surrindored its Customs all 
‘yo Persia to foreiien employes. p ‘ 
On te Four Loniahtys-apuovallot 4 % at Doth. the 
Mb r ‘and th SativieAgoni, in the couse of conversation, of 


2B 


the news which had reached me from Mohiammerah, and asked if the British officials 
in the Gulf could be of any assistance in the matter. Twas careful to explain that 
there was no intention of interfering with the interaal affairs of Persia, but that the 
Sheikh had heen of reat sorviee to the British merchants in keeping order on the 
river, and that any disturbance in his district would closo the country to our trade. 
‘The Sadr-i-Azam informed me, in reply, that he was sending an official’ with p 

toexplain the matter to the Sheikh, and that the Sheikh should receive compen 


T subsequently called on Mf. Naus, the Belgian Director of the Customs Adminis- 
tration, and, in complinaee with his request, sent to Colonel Meade a message to he 
Uelivered to the Sheik, explaining the natwe of the intended steps, and inforn 
uy that the Shah would send a messenger to confer with him, Colonel Meade, who 
F uid tivo interviews with the Sheikh, which he reported by 
m to your Lowdship. ‘The Sheikh expressed g iety lest the Bolgtan 
should be sent to take over the Customs before the 
and Colonel Meade hoped that steps would be taken to de 
1 Government, to the danger of taking precipitate action. 
aus who requested me to send a telegram : 5 
tat the Belgian official would not be sent till tho Shah's messenger hiad arrived, 
Hefore, however, I had dispatched this telegram, 1 recived a note from M. Naus 
esting me to postpone Further action in the matter till he liad son me, ‘he 
whole of the next day he was engaged with the SadreieAzam md the Tmpe nk, 
dut carly on the enstting morning he called, and in the eourst of a long interview, 
explained to ne that, to his rexret, the Sadii-Azam had decided that no steps whatever 
should be taken till the Shah's retarn, 

‘he fact was, he said, tho Shah desived to put an end {9 the seini-independonce of 
the Arab tribes in the south, and the Persian Govermnent prefer is one hi 
it the Sheikh to two.” Ifthe Sheikh consented to th arrangements proposed, 

pment would lose an exeellent pretext for intorfernce, 
(have to be postponed. Serious action would he 
rin-oat would be ontorad for use tn the river, ‘The loss to the 
y this delay would he about 20,000, which the Government contd 
were, however, decided on this course of uction. Me told. 
2, ain espressid his personal regivt as well as his thanks for the assiatanco 
0 facilic armaxeinent, and was porteetly willins to 
susceptibilitios and prestige 
crsitions with the Sudiie\zani nnd the Minister for 
Majesty's Governuent had been anxious to offer their 
sh success to anny’ menstu for the reforin of 
T gathered, howe Ml the offer w 
welcome one, nor the subject ong on which they Jinwd fo be commn 
cative 

Having weeived a warning from a source welldisposeil towards ts, that the 
Customs of Mohiaanmeral, was regayded as pledge to, tho Russians, [ took 
ask the Mushie-ed-Dowleh what were tho facts of the case, Ho adinitted alte 

ion that Mobammorah was not excluded from the pledged districts, 

opinion of Gi Schindlen is, however, to. the: continay. effect, and on my 
remarking to tl Huan, that the Customs of Mohammeral 
would fall under Russian control if the intowst of the deht was not paid, he 

tly asserted that this could not, anid would wot, bi alloweile 
general question, F await Londship’s fustruetions. Aw 
i's power Of resistance, and the communications which have pass 
between him and Her Majesty's Minister, 1 haye the honoww toinctosen Memorstndinn 
lawn up by Mr. Romie, who lias just returned trom the south, The Persian 
quite confident of their owerte expel the Sheikh ey: wvish, ad 
assents that the 


us (whom the 
detest) will 


here can be no doubt that ff is in tie fntanest of the seneral Customs wdministra- 
tion that Mohammerah styould nat ho exer fo he 
extended over the entire Eny 1 it ywould soon in consonance with thé general 
eof Hor Majesty's nt to assist the Persian Govemnment fn tiny measure 
reform, especially in one on which thelr independence froin Russian control 





uur officials; but his independence 
Persia, stance to him would be viewed as little 
robe, Tt will, therefor 


claimed as eventually 
text for sending: Cossacks to the spot, or calling for the 


ment, or for our 
question lias Leen carefully 


assured that a decp-rooted conviction exists in this country that Her 
Majesty's Government desire to annex the south of Persin, and are preparing the way 
Dy inteier hy the tribe: 
guested to me that the poliey of Her Majesty’s Government in 
andl to the Gulf should he explained to the Shah on the oceasion of his visit to 
skin. and that an opportunity should he taken of impressing on His Majesty: the 
us nature of the Mohaminexalt question. 
Thave, &e. 
1) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Taelosure in No. 
Meinoviandine tiny Sheitth Whazat of Malunmerab, 


STENCH Khingal, the present head of the Muhaisen (ribo of the Chaab (Kab) 
Avaiis, siteere other Shei iettainship 1897. Me 
History of thon jon_of the tribe Yul to their present home hn 

fully deserihed fu Curgon's 

‘The Sheikh is the acknowledged head ef the Aral tribes living on 

fhe Karun from aear Shuster to its junetion with th 

mmmerhy and on the left hank of th H-el-Avaly from 3 

wth aud Hotwveen the Tigris and the 

nh Hho east, 

Pho Customs of Muhammer w Neen farmed by his family for sixt 
Tally for the seule sino I, amd the Sheikh has heen eredite 
deriving: 1h income of equal aimonnt from them, while his total revenue may 
estimated at 40,000/, aeyent ox a niininum. Me is alka: the possessor of 

‘vaio fortune, devived” pardly: ye iilivtitanee trom Mis 
ninulifod Ny teudhig. Me is the awner of an-armed paddte.ste 
vile fine down to, th and many saili 
‘sald to ti ably to collect 9 nate Well armed with 3 
ther mutiya rifles ond plentifilly eqntipped with amminition, whieh, in. spite of 
thee wogutat 5 | Government {9 the continry, eau be freely purchased in 
South West Porsi 

he position of the Shoikt as fovernmont has always tow 
thatot a great f Petier, who, th thought it well to | 
the Couteit Govern time extremely j 
nintters touteline Nis quasiindey 

Wis relations with the jals in the Persian Gulf have been on the 
whole of a cordial nat Tt cannot he doubted that, as. regands the 
trade, lie has: eon friendly’ to British interests, fin ste 
of the Bi iovernment ofticiuls in South he is not 
forcing Misowit pope to ust his steatier on tho Karin and to pay hin hier fee 
tlian aio charged by Mossts, Layneh, Bro 

Diving the past two yenrs the Sheikh has sgmdually been growing more nervous 
‘Mout his position ix the event of the break-up of tho Persian Empire, which 
thost frequent subject for diseussi none the inhabitants of the south, 
thoy lly believe to he inininont.o ino! auxions to obtain sciamutees 
the indopoudence of is tervitorios fu evet Hid CVontunlities. 

Mu November 158), when Sir T.-M, Ditaud visited. the Karun, the 

Mendes the Hesiden Rushire, « request for assumane il 
expressed his rexvet thai the suspicious of the Persian Goverument 
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prevented him from meeting Her Majesty’s Minister at Ahwaz. Colonel Meade 
Was instructed by Sir H. M, Durand to inform the Sheikh to the effect “that 
we cannot, of course, undertake to maintain the Sheikh against the Persian Govern. 
ment, nor can we say that, if the Persian Government breaks up, we shall guarantee 
his independence. “Our Government docs not, I imagine, contemplate such a 
contingency. But we can tell him that we consider him the most influential person 
in this part of the world, and that we intend, as far as possible, to support. him, 
believing’ that it is for the interest of the country that he should be strong, If ever 
he wants our advice we will give it. Tn return we expeet hie will help us in matters 
of trade, and the like, 

“As to the Customs withdrawal from Mohammerali, I will do all T ean to help 
him. He may rely upon our goodwill at all times, and upon owr help whenevor we 
can give it, without ill-faith to the Porsia meni’ 

Tn the course of his conversation with the Resident, the Sheikh alluded to the 
impending break-up of the Persian Empise, and denied that he had an; 
sever his councetion with that Power 


Pusht 
It is thus that the question of the Sheikh’s ability to resist the authority of the 

Central Government has beon Wrought to notiee, by the intention of the Persian 

Government to include Mohammerah in the newly-organized Customs system, 

Against the forces at the disposal of the Sheikh the only Government troops 
available are the so-called amy of the Go nil of Arabistan and Lavistan, 
consisting nominally of one reghnent of 700 or 800 men, of the ordinary Persian 
infantry type, badly armed and equipped, with a few guns without horses, and no 

Tow inegular cavahy, Moreover, the climate of the Shoikl's 
is such that o campaign could only he carried on during the seven months 
of comparatively: cool weathior 

It is sail that the Persian Goverment intend fo buy a gunboat this year in 
Europe whereby to overawe the Arabs of the Persian Gulf; bubit is open to question 
whetlier the Sheikh would be intimidated by a vessel, whose crew, if consisting of 
Gulf Arabs, would nt oneo side with the Sheikh, while it is unlikely thatthe 
Persian Government would care to incur the expense of having it manned by 
Europeans. 

It is very pro empt would be made to make use of the fends 
between the nomad tril the Baklhtiavisand the Arabs, to enlist the former on 
the side of the Government ayainst the rivals with whom they are cont gaged 
in raids and tribal warfare, 

Phe Bakh id to he able to muster 20,000 armed men, but it is doubtful 
how far they would be willing to assist in the total ruin of their rivals, as they would 
suspect the same fate to be in store later on for themselves, hey ate known to he 
opposed to the Customs of Mohammerah beng in the hands of any foreign Power, 
and they would in all probability tum against the Shah ii the event of help to coore 
the Sheikh being obtained, as has buen sugyested, froma Russian sour 

It is more than likely that the Persian Goyerament will make use of their 
favourite methods of intrigue, and eudeavour to ervate dissension in the tribe by 
setting up the nephew of Sheikh Khazal, Sheikh Aboud, who lives at Ahwaz, aud’ ts 
not on the most cordial terms.with his uncle, as a candidate for the Chioftainship, 

owever, x man of little influence aniong the tribesmen, and 
he would be sgeepted by them so long as Sheikh Khaval ts 


A point that must be considered in the question of into 
quasi-indopendence, is possible resistance, is the probability that hosti 
on the lower K: te di swith Turkey, Many of the'adhorants of the 
Sh and. the old quest ‘erso-arkish front, 
‘The possession of Mohammerah has been the source of 
Ottoman and Persian Empires, and hostilities with the 
Chaah Arabs might well lead to difficulties with all the Avab tribes living dons 
the froutiers of the two eountri 
(Signed ERNEST RENNLB, 


fas) im 








No, 34. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Reecived April 30.) 


Sito Tehran, March 27, 1900. 
"TAYE the honour to «tte Qt Mr, Rabioo hae equested me to convey to your 
Lordship his strong sonse of the obligations of the Tmperial Bank to M. Nans, the 
Belgian Dineotor of the Customs, No doubt owing partly to Mr. Rabino's own bu 
qualities and to, the lack of such qualities on the part of the Directors of the Russian 
cs; M. Naus has done the greater part of the business incident to the new Toan—not 
with the Russian, but-with the English hank, ‘The result is that the immediate cMfect 
om the bank of the issue of the Russian Loan has been a favourable ony, To a large 
extent in fiture the fortunes of the bank will depend on its retaining Government 
Jnsiness in its hands, and this depends on M. Nav : i 
Ue has bnen aoeanged i Bushiro thet no notes but those of tho Lop Bank wil 
by nocepted at the Custom-honss, and this will yo fir towards: putting an end to the 
isos, 
have the honour to add that ¢ of the Persian ( 
Company: has informed me that the nev C stration at Bnshire 
ina satiah ‘nd that. the exception es of Persia 
already been don i i 
TAR RAPE: anti-English in his disposition, but he 
or to hive business dealings with Engfishmen, who seem to got om sell 
with him. He has certainly proved himself 1 servant to the Persian 
Government, whose reyenties he has est sto prevent the 





No, 83, 
Mr. SpringsRice to the Murquess of Salisbury —(Received Aprit 30.) 


Nyt, Tehran, Murch 27, 1900, 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 

of the 20th instant, instructing: me to communicate to the F 

sage trom your Lordship ow the subject of Mohammerah, I called on. th 
THuhinulsQtule (ig Sie rina adv iver, ast eonaultes Matas tp the beet eenthen 
of ma mninnieation, 
mi plained to him your Lordship’s views, and pointed out the danger of 
taking such steps in the south as appeared to be in contemplition, fe told me 
the Shai was really interested inthe question, and that he sas 
At various rumours whieh had reached hin’ as to the ins 
Sheikh, 


1, therefore, drew up the pro-memorid, a copy of whieh T have the honour to 
inclose, and the wert day submitted it to hin, He expressed! on. the whole his eon 
rence, and accordingly 1 asked for aw interview with the Minister for Foreign 
Afairs, and read to hina Persian translation, whieh I left with him, 
th regard to Mohazamerah he said he quite uiderstood that, whatever inter= 
pretation was put ow the expression “Fars and the Gull of Fars” (which, as E 
understood from him were the terias used in the Coutsact), it was clearly in the 


interest of the Persian Government to except as many ports as possible from the 
Russian guarantee, and heassured me that the Persian Government had not forgotten 
the pledge given in 1897, in which, as I remincled him, the expression used was the 
ports of South Persia.” 
T said that Her Majesty's Government had raised object certain 
grounds with whieh lie was familiar, to any foreign Power assuming control 
ammerah, Bashire, Bunder Abbas, and other ports of the south + that 
they had frequently communicated to the Persian Government, thei 
such an eventuality, aust that they certainly would not agree to any intermretation of 
the Loan Contract which included Mohammerah among the ports on witch Rieeie 
had a lien, 
Nis Excellency replied that he was quite aware of this, He added that with 
pepare to the other matters treated of in the telegram, he would give no reply unt 
ud consulted the Sadrei-Azam, 
Th the course of a desultiry conversation wh is Excellency 
att had England granted « loan to Pet ch a warning would not 
Tagreed, butsaid that the fact that England had been unable 
to help Pers ve particular way was no reason for rejecting: her help altogether 
that Fagland as he knew, could give Persia effectual help in the soutin end that all 
she as to be consulted by Persia as to the best means of preserving the 
Shals sovereignty and the order and prosperity of his dominions, Th eonclustony 1 
poimicd our the danger of exciting. public opiiion in England aad Tadia. by sume 
Sudden and violent aetion in the south, 
{is promised to communicate what 1 had said to the Sadeei-Azam, who. would, 
doubt, speak to me on the subject, ‘The interview was of the most friondly: 
racter, 
In order to avoid the possibility of the commu 1 being misinterpreted or 
ed J informed M. Naus, the Director of the Customs, and General Schinlon, 
Who is employed in the Foreign Office, of the genoral tenour of your Loriehig 


warning, 
T have, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICR, 
——— ee 


Inelosure 1 


Pro-memorid. 


(Persian translation read and communicated to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh,) 


HER Majesty's Consul-General at Bushia has vocently called! Tori Sal 
aration to the state of affairs at Mohammemb. As you are awace Tord Salishiry 
plored his assistance for arviving ata settlement, whichas hus hae bee informed, will 
‘ye postponed till after the Shal’s return froin Europe, 

Lonl Salishury thinks it duv to the friendship wxisting hotween the Governments 
te trait and Great Britain that ther shonld he a clear understanding of Nie cone 
Gua” horts of Moammerah, Bushinv, Binder Abbas, and other potis of the Deciee 
Gulf, “This is the hest way to avoid difticulties in the future, 

It is nok necessaty to remind the Persian Government of the eireumnsanees whieh 
ake it impossible tor Mer Majesty's Goverament to regan with indifference nen 
happens in the ports above named, 

As this Tegation as recently stated, the control of these ports: by a foreign 
Powee might lead to a state of things which Her Majesty's Gereeans it, in the 
interests of the Indian Empire, would be hound fo resist, And this has been 
Recopuized by tlie Persian Goverment, who, oi the 23nl October, 1807 save 
Toren oeuiss that the eustoms of Souther Persia should never be placed mates 
forvign control and supervision, 

The Persian Government did uot fail to heaw this promise tn mind uring 
Teeent negotiations, and, as the Sadr-i-Azam lias informed Hee 4 
tho Customs revenues of the abore-mentioned ports wore spacially 
Which formed the snarantee of the Russian lon, ; 

Tam to state that Hor Majesty’s Government. miust hold the 
to the strict observance of this nenwement, 

‘There is another aspect of this question to which 


Dury’s 


1 should drwy your attention, 





As the Persian Government is aware, far the Tanger past of the trade of the 
entioned ports is British. ‘his trade (wyhich is t 
Great 3 i) ac pode eAeAaU lek puree Majesty's Goverment, ana they cannot 
pass wit ice any measure likely to effect its position ani prospects, 
se Tic cen a at T am to inform the Person Government, 
in the trade of Moham- 
run, Her Majesty’s Government must insist that 
they have the nsulted hefore auy change is made in the administration of 
ie customs, or in the position of the Sheikh. 
‘ Fase sich BLE OF cannula sian Government ean have no 
doubt as to the ausiety of the Bvitish Gi for the preservation of order, the 
mainienanee of the Pets hy and the improvement of Persiay yesourves,” In 
all these, the interests of Hor Majesty's Government are second only to those of Persia 
orself, . a 
hae ee Porstan Government rest assured that, in the pursuit of these 
objects, muy count in the future as in the past on the friendly advice and 
eoroperation of Her Majesty's Governinent, 


Tnelosiire 2 in No. 
Pro-memorid. 
(Persian translation read and conmunieated to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh,) 


TILAVE reeeived a telegram from Lord Salisbury, which [hasten to transmit to 
Your Bscelonoy, aerate 

Your Excellency will see that Lov s t 
beforshind of any steps: which the Persian {lest (0 take in the 
south whieh sna British interests. 1 am al Hf sone ude aetion, 
Necting tho intovsts aud trade ol Groat Britain i the south of 2 announced 
Without previous tiformation being given to Her Majesty's. Government, the effect on 
public opinion in Bgl is likely £0 be bad. Tt is plain that Vanier 
standing, a free and. frank inteyelue nt cp i is desirable. Sea os 
eason that on his side Lard Sulishiuey lis clearly and plainly Iaid down svhiat is th 
Dalit voy af our Goxernmneue, Tatetun ee be ike ne ae Goyermment, on 
its side, to conmuniente with hin with equal frankness ; 
i eRe cia nahn you Es y tht in all communieations which 
Ay poss Dot vaon our Govermuents, Lond Salisbury will be guided in the fature, is in 
the past, liy a sincere desire for the watntenanes of the Shah's supremacy, and for the 
‘onder anil preospevity of his dominions, 





No, 36. 
Mr. Spriny= ew fo the Marquess of Salisbury, —(Received April 30.) 


Ny" Lon Tehran, Murch 80, 1000, 
*CICAVE tie honour to inforan sone Lordsllp the Shah gave his usual New 
Yein's atuliener to the Coxps Diplomtiqite, avd appeared improved in h 
Taundorstan, howeves, thit a fev days before, he had) nearly fainted 
i vl (on Volish Prince, anid that the nature of his malady is such that 
ngesous symptoms aight at any time vcens, though, with eare, his Tite may he 
longed for a considerable tine. X 
re eae : vate artianes) USN vecorting t0 custom, in order that 
Mr. Ronnie might take his leave, wenewed to me th turances of speaiaes for 
Kngkanl whieh he ly shade to Her Majesty's Minister, and said, * L will 
vor forget the kind felis whic have ioe From ny fat 
pave, Ke. 
(Sized) CKCIL SPRING-RICE, 
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No, 37. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 80,) 
(No. 20.) 
‘My Lord, Teliran, March 30, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship Ine femorandum 
drawn up by Mr. Grahame, reporting the language held by the Sadr-i-Azam to me 
on the 9th instant ting the Russian Joa: 

Your Lordship will observe that his Highness denies 
Proposal contained in your telegram No, 28 of the 40 
Tequest of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 1 commus 
franslation of the telegram in question, In a subsequent i 
denied in the most positive manner that such a 
Knowledge, 

‘There appears to be no use in contin 

ist of a mutual impugnmient of veracity. 

In ty conversations with the Sadr-i-Auaun and the Minister for t ign Affair 

Eo ee ata the matter may now be looked ou as finished 
Hor England will injure themselves or each other ent of 
zam remarked in reply that i n_atvangement 
id Persia it was one of n the least stand 
in the way of any other convenient conn 
I England ‘could be useful to Persia, or the Imperial Banke to the Persian 
would be most happy to’ make the Recess rangemonts and 
sary consideration, 

Nis Highness has rep 
the words « 


ing @ controversy which would only 


sured me, in the most solemn manner 
although not an Ebglishinan I ean tell the uruth, 
Scorot conditions attached to the loan. If the lon (as Mee 
Hot really a State loan, it is quite likely that. th 
the form of railway Concessions to the Pp) 
speaki i 


vcd with 

that there aro no 
Witte has stated) ix 
mity be certain conditions in 
Koll group which would not be, str olly 
ment and Government, $ 


ner 


that work will be begun 
a Kc b Baku- 
a-Reshit, ‘s r st 


y remark that thougl the Banque de Préts ly spenking, 
8 branch of the State Bank of Russia, it was bons de Witte’s oritor, aa 
its operations mainly eousist in. grat Be at a Toss to any « 
Importing Russi ; 


Tuelosure in Nu 


Memoranduan by Mr. Grakune. 


Hyon, SERING-RICE called on the Sade 
Prlieet of the Russian loan, the Sadr-isAzam. exprecend sae, regrets. tha 
Persian Government should have bigot! to. hn lisa ein 
whole amount, ind ep had only been taken 
after repeated, British Governmn 
grant the I F | “Up to the v 

iglish," he said, on the control of the Customs: My, 
Pointetl Out that in the month.of July last  telugram baal heon received by the 

bn Lord Salisbiey agreeing tau loan without control, heii recor’ 

Si -Cltanesry showed vat the Minister had eonmedionter hi 
dei-Azam repeatedly and eimph 
ut control had beer offered 


i-Azam on the 9th March, On the 


He had been informe ms were to be 
the sme as before, ice., with control Possibly such a proposal had been mada te 
For more tan ct toe Mustie-sd-Dowlet, or there had! heen 'a sented nding. 
For more than eighteen months he, personally ard tie Persian Government hail 
isis] i I 
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made overtures to the Tmperial Bank and the British Legation foraloan, ‘Throu 
out these overtures he had insisted on three points — 

1, That the sum advanced must be larger. 

‘Phat the interest must be lower than proposed. 

. That there must be no immediate control. 

Te contended that by this last stipulation it was not meant to preclude control 
in the event of Persia failing to carry out the terms of the loan. ‘The Persian 

ma ¥y effort to obtain the loan from England, ‘The Shah, at 
fa farewell interview with General Gordon, had warmly recommended the matter to 
his good offices, He himself had had numerous interviews wi ‘tish Minister, 
Colonel Picot, Mr. Rabino, and Mr. Maclean. During the conrse of these negotiations 
the Persian Government had acted in a perfectly open and honourable way towards 
the Legation, No attempt had been made t conces! the negotiations with other 
Powers, Indeed, he himself had stretched a point to oblige the Legation on this 
point, 
Moi’At one moment, when proposals for a French Ioan had been made, Colonel Pieot 
had iin interview with him to request communication of the Agreement, 

“Jt was an express stipulation of the French ( 

“that until the Agreement bad been sizned it should be rated to no other 
party. 1 informed Colonel Picot of this, and at the same time professed myself 
Teady to answer any questions he might choose to ask, and even prompted cortain 
Joading questions, with the result that, although T did not actually show him the 
Agreement, Colonel Picot went. away as fully informed of every condition oF ie as if 
he had a copy of it in his pocket.” ' 

AL unotlicr moment it was proposed that a Syndicate of three nations—England, 
France, aiid Ftossia—should be formed to 1 joint loan, ‘This proposal had the 
hearty approbation of the Shab, bat was defeated by the refusal of England. 
Persia, on the other hand, could not agree to a scheme by which Russia and 
England svere to:make separate loans for her, the former to receive the Northern, 
and the latter the Southern, Customs as security, ‘The refusal of Persia to concur 
in such an arrangement was justilied by her pr policy. 

From time [#to time], either by or during the tenure of office of various British 
Ministers, proposals had been made to draw an imaginary line across Persia to 
define the sphere of influence of Russia and England with Yespect to trad 
w mining Concessions, &e., but Persia had good reasons, with a view to the 
possible results of stich a partition, to decline any sich an arrangement, ‘Through. 
but the course of negotiations for an English tom the advances made by Persia had 
nicl with the unvarying answer, both from the Legation. and the Bank, that thore 
could be no loan without control, ‘The Legation had repeatedly assured him that 
the British capitalists would not waive this condition, Mr. Rabino had told hin the 
same, When Mr. Rabing was Toaving rope he had pressed him to. obtain 
easier conditions, and had fully expe wt Mr. Rabino would retura with a 
favourable auswer, Mr. Rabino, on his return in January 1900, had assured him 
that io Huglish capitalists would make a loan to Persia without the control of the 
enstoiis, and that Persia would not get more favourable terms from any other: 
ican comutey, My added, at the same time, that if the English Government 
Consented to a Persian loan without control, that would alter the views of the eapi- 
talists, “The Legation,” continued the Sadr-i-Azam, “up to the last monient, led 
ne to understand’ that the conditions were the same as before, i.e, with contro}, 
‘This 1 was not allowed to grant, ‘The Shah pressed me to obtain money, the 
treasury was empty. The local tinanciers refused further advances. Under these 

reumstances E was obliged to act as T did, but the British Government had no 
ight to complain that iy conduct was not above board, or that this Russian 

loan] was carvied through without its knowledge. Tn the montl 
ten days before the Russian loan was concluded, the British Legation received a 
telegram trom St. Petersburgh informing it of the negotiations on foot. ‘The Lega- 
tion iniglit even, at that late period, have effected a British loan on the terms T was 
prepared to concede, Lf there had been in this question a want of eufente between 
the British Government aud the English capitalists, that is not our fuult, but yours, 
If the Knglish loan fell through, it was because the English Gove and capi- 
talists, clespite all my representations, obstinate to abate conditions which 
T repoatoitly assured them that Persia could not 


G, GRATLAME, 





: Tehran, Aprit 4, 1900, 
rewith the summary of frontier and other 


i has been drawn up by Captain Sehnet 
ry Attaché in this Legation. Sere ee sauGy 


I HAVE the honour to transmit. her 
news for the month ended this day, whi 
Assistant Mi 


_._ Lhave, &e 
(Signed) CECLL A, SPRING-RICE. 


Tnclosure in No, 88, 
Monthly Summary, March 5 to April 3, 1900, 


Tehran.—'Whe vate of the Shab’s d 8 now definitely fixed for 11th April 
dui the dats Td down in the ofl proxrassne, in stil Conc ioialsanon 
he adhered to as much as possible. Mis Majesty proposes spending ten days int 
Hngland from the Gt tot imu he ee ee ee 
is Majest 


ea has been in good ivealth during the past month, and at the usual 


; Corps Diplomatique, held on the 21st March, seemed to be in good 
‘The Hakim-ulsMulk has been appointed Vj 
Court, It it under Pia haa een tanada 
Shah’s journey, 

Tlie presence of us 


div Durbar,” or Minister of the 
en done to give him proper precedence on the 


neers is reported in ‘Tolivan, where thoy haye been 
awe reported to ho employes of the Poliakoll wroup. 


their miss fo survey a fino from 1 
survey a here to Bunder sor 
» other port.on the Persian i og 


rops in the neighbourhood of ‘Telia are now reported to bu in. very good 
and ty have been much honofited by the vain awhich Tell on the SUK alicen 
feiies aul ace Ha ni yy the rain whieh fell on the 29th Marchi, 
Pres for: oosstls fil ul high fa ela. 
Meshed —M. mes to send reports of the movemel 
reports Vag furnished by Persian and other agents, ie cee renee SCs HH 
noubtedly movenients of considerable numbers of troops h 
cognate ; i 0 s havo taken place, 1 
Captain Whyte, of the Consilate-Ceneral, who recent travelled from Mestigd to 
Krasnovodsk, reports that the numbors fumished by the agents werv much exaggorntott 
anid that esa no signs of abnormal activity along the tine x : 
The Amecr of Afghanistan has written to the Afghan Avent at Mo 
of the rumours spread that he is mad, and saying thav if anythin, eect 
Him nual if would be the conduct of the Persians 
meer in his letter, which is an autograph one, that they keep on. spread 
rromours thatthe Tussias have faken Afghanistan and invaded tnd Det none 
in Meshei that lettors have passa between the Amoor of Afghanistan anil 


" , com 
; anything could drive 
Have they no Ruler" says the 


rived! in Soistan on the 14th Kebruary 
: awd. Resh 
engineers and surveyors, At the f I 
Dotvween Baku and Rosht at the la 
loved Hotwoon Rho and Juli, 
pelan—There isn dearth of news from Ispahi 26 
Vory goo, and promising well. Tams, Wowever, vagied ees AN Mporlelas 
aw road ee Soh and Kohrad is reported 
caravans having. heen robbed, This has bos ht to the notice of 
ter for Foreign Ai mio stelegraplied to the Governon of ne ee 
- al-ed-Dowleh las boon appointed Governor, and. proces 
st ote a To GN ene ark 
ts having been robbed of all they possessed, near Khanch Khoreh, ‘thie 
if inquired into by the British Agent and (he Minister for Foreign Alfains, 


Both Resht and Mabrocz report the presence of Russian 


« they have surveyed the counte 
tis-statcd that the engineors have bees 


in 1 safe condition, 





Bushir reports the departure of Colonel Meade on leave. “He is 

xeplaced by Captain Kemball, L.S.C. : 
Preventive measures against the pla em to be working with less friction than 

heretofore, and the disinfecting machine is now working under orders of a Persi 


Kermanshal.—here is a report of an outbreak of plague on the ‘Turk 
in the neighbourhood of Sulimanich, \ Persian doctor has been sent to wake 
inguivie 
(Signed) ©. Y. SCIINEIDER, Captain, 
istant Military Attoche, 





No. 39. 


Mr, Spriny-Rice to the Maryieas of Sulisbury—(Receicsd April 30.) 


iy Lord, Tehran, April 4, 1900, 

AS reported in Sir Hl. M. Dutanil’s despatch No. 114 of tlie 14th November, 189, L 
communicated to the Persian Government a draft form of Agreement for the extensio 
of the Tido-Buroj ie from Ispihan or Kashan to Kerman, and thenee to the 
Beluchistan fioutien, 

The Sulr-i-Anun, however, inforiued mw that the Shah objected to. the proposal 
on the gromd of the disturbed state of the Boluchistan frontier and his fear of a 
Yepelition of the Graves incident, This Highries: hoped that anew prope rout these 
objections would shortly be submiitied. Iwas then decided to drop the original proposal 
and to build the line by another route if ititable could Le found. For this purpose 
an officer, Mr, Juries, was sent to Southern Persign to examine the routes: by which a 
Hine could he taken, and especially the eountyy Iying es st of Bam, hotwee 
that place ant Sivok sint ou the existing telegraph Jing. Twas 
propose to send a guard of Indian sowats for this officer’s protectio 

his latter wap «I the stspicions of the Persian Government, and die 
Ministor for Por nce oidered that a Persian guard should be provid 
onder to tender the British escort amiecossary. 

1 called upon his Exeelloney fn order to press for the immediate despateh of orders 
to the Tical ollicinls to render Mr. James every assistance in which he might stand in 
neoil, 

‘Chis visit was followed by otlicrs, iu all of which 1 pointed out to his Excellency 
{ho larinless nature of the proposal antl the necessity, from a technical point of view, of & 
Tand route to India, 

My representations, 1 saw, wore in vain, ani it was quite evident that there 
Some insivimountabke objection, Finally, his Excellency reud to me in confidence 

nuinication which he had recived irom the Shab, translation of which Tin 

His Majesty's objections to. grat jou for a telegraph 

Tia subsequent communieation with the iam, L dwelt on the advantages f 

iv if such a fine wero coustructed, andl yoiuted out that the proposal had nothing 
political about it, but was purely in the interest of rapid telegraphic communication 
hetivecn tdi and London, 

His rely age 


tion whieh dllowed we discussed the possibil 
shi advicw aul served by Parsee r 
ly in favour ol, but 1 understand from Mr. Barker, Din 
plt Departnivnt, that he does not Look on such a proposal as of much: y 


Piiroughout the negotiations 1 have heen « 


ing any great interest 
AW tho proposal. bit Live dgue my best to exp 


tlt it is in the interest of all parties 


eoiiceried Mat a laid tine sould he constructed. Iv is quite evident, however, that 
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further insistence would be interpreted as being inspired by political considerations, and, 
unless otherwise instructed by your Lordship, I propose for the present to drop the subject 
altogether. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL A. SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure in No, 39. 


Message from His Majesty the Shah to the Sadr-icAzam, 


IN future about the road my desire is that from henceforth as regards the road and 
the telegraph and that sort of thing they shall in no sort of way he given to foreigners, 
We ourselves will make them in due time and place and so far as we ean, 
‘This business of the telegraph line is an example, I told you that I forbid the 
of a line on Persian soil from Charbar fo Kermani, Tet the Minister of 
‘Telegraphs construct the line, I vill provide officials and guards, all without exception, 
as T do for the lines Astrabad and in the Turcoman country, and then I said, asf 
say now, that I could not geant the request, and took the necessary steps myself, 





No, 40, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Sulisbury—(Received April 30.) 


elvan, April’, 1900, 
lie honour fo transmit to your Londship herewith a Memoranda. 
ice-Consul Grahameon the subject. of « party of Russian enj 
ved at Tohiran, 

T mentioned the subject to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and asked how those 
gentlemen were allowed to carry on surveying work here in view of the written 
commands of the Shah as to the construction of roads and tologiaphs? Tis xeolleney 
replied that the men had come to make w geodotieal survey and to draw up maps, ant 

they belonged to some Russian scientifle body, which he had been assured under= 
took some such work every year. ‘This year they had chosen Persia for their field, 
Englishmen could come if they chose and do the same. ‘The Persian Government hind 
given them letters of introtitetion to the Govemors, One of them was going to 

vl one to Kermanshiah, 
i that another is yoing south; but the general impression is that the 
immediate object is to make sinveys on the line Meshed—T'chranabreca, 

‘his line docs not. pres Whe ine from north to south 
would cost at least, 6,000,001. If if earried European goods, the line would ruin Teussian 
trade in Persia and Central Asia; if it did not eury European goods it would ruin its 
promoters. It would be a purely stratexic line of” immense costliness, On the other 
hand, a line to 'Tabreez or Meshed mighit conceivably pay its way, and besides the 
Political advantages, it would greatly assist Russian trade, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CEOIL A. SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 40, 


Mr. Grahame to Mr. Springs ice 


Tehran, March 29, 1900. 
WII referonce to the party of Russian enginoors, said to number 

sixteen, whose presence in Tehran T liad the honour to rwport to you yesterday 

to-day ‘informed by ishman resident here that the advance’ parly of these 

Ttussian ago, and imtnediately reported themselves to 

the Russia tliat their ostensible destination is Bunder Abbas, and that they 

are buying outfits for the road under the supervision of Colonel Korsakovsky, of the 
(1618) i 








3h 


Pes ade, My informant added that towards the end of last year he 

was from a reliable Russian source ” th oe mi; iacaese to hear somethi 
ailroads in: Porsia, and be prepared for a job in about eight months, : 

SESE Sant Mepienare "(Sigued) GEORGE GRAITAME. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 40. 
Mr. Grahame to Mr, Spring-Rice 


Tehran, March 30, 1900. 
f the honour to submit a report of a conversation whiel 
with a gentleman who returned to ‘fchran yesterday from av 
co weeks to 1. 
ae Hasan projects ave,” he suid, “the common talks of the baz 
Keayyin, 1 oyenty asserted tha the Russian ino from Bak to Astara is port 
made, some say all but completed; Russian engineers are s © nowt engaged in 
laying a line between Astara and Restit, others are said to have heen sent to survey 
the ground between Kazvin and bree, ves ee 
“Me project commonly attributed to the Russians is of a Ih 
Tulfa, thence Vid Tabreer anil Kazvin to Teliran, and from ‘Tehran st 


“he me ed by common talk for Rus ctivity i is the 
eas prolongation of the Anglo-German-Ragdad lino across Persin to Indin 
dangerous rival to the Siberian railroad. 5 A 
ade or anti ay such extension the Russians are pushing on thetr 
sto tho Pers ul, 4 ett 
~ Phe assistant superintendent of the Tix Road Company in Kazvin is wider 
8 to survey the eonntry between Ki an with n view to 8 nga 
ad destined eventually to be extended to Kirmanshah, and thence to the Turkish 
DOES vaca iain aR my informant added, is where apparent. 
1{ was just a four shico T had visited the placo, ‘Phere were then five large Armenian 
fimis (Tourmhniantz, Aramiantz, and others), who monopolized the trade in cotton, 
nuts, &e. 
his year T found nine new firms mn 
protection, find one large Jewish house, Sine 
Russian fnfluen 
“Mf Nikolsh 
any J 
down 1 
itl impunity. 
oe van in Kazyin,” my informant conelided, “looks Te 
Russian, shells Russian.” 


RGE GRATAME, 





Mr. SpringeRicn to the Marquess of Solisbury-—(Received April 30.) 


No.2 
ate Bey __ Tehran, April 8, 1900. 
“WIKI reformee to my despatch No. 17 of the 27th ultimo, T have the honour to 
inform your Lordship fiat on the Ist instant I called on the SadreiAzam by 
appointment, in order to discuss with him the communication made by your Lord- 
si ps nction relative to the plage given in 1897 as to fovign conte it the porta 
Pee iak jie dies allagonto lun Seiko at Alol@auen ie ie el that the 
communication had been submitted to the Shah, and that an answer would he returned 
tome. He hoped that it mizht not he necessary to write, as written communications 
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on such matters were dangerous. “Why should we define the position of Mohame 

merah now? Let us leave it undefined, the time- may: come when it will be necessary 

to define it, but it is not necessary now. Some things, which are really of no impor- 

tance, become really important by being talked about; as the Persians say, ‘the ea 
Becomes green.’ : 

i" he deprecated was that your Lordship had any intention of interfering 

or claiming such rights as impaired the sovereignty. 


Tsaid the communication Thad mate, though written down, owing to my ink 
perfeet knowledge of Persian, wasa verbal one, rnd that T should bo glad to teecive 
a verbal ply, “Phis he promised I should have. In the meanwhile he would bo 
glad to know if, hy “foreign control,” Her Majesty's Government meant the vontrol 
mployés. “T suid that as long as thoy were servants of th Persian 

ent, the objection of Her Ma ‘ovorament did not, T thought, apply to 


momning the Foreign Minister asked mo to call on him, and, after many 
sof friendship to England, informed mo that as regards the guarantee of the 
Loan, the phrase in te Loan Contract wus: “exeopt Fars and tho ports. of 
ult of Fars.” If this expression included Mohammerah, it was excluded 
from the operation of the Contract ; if, on the other hand, Mohammeral was not 
the Persian Gulf, it was one of the ports forming {he guarantee of the loan, 
‘l to the question of consulting Mer Majesty's Government. before 
h would alfect Brits intuseats tn th south, his Excolloney said 
i; Mohammerah, but inevery part of Porsin whore British interests 
rument, helore taking any steps of importanes, would 
Governiment, but Porsia could not give a definite agivoment with 
al point of her territory, as stich au agreoment. might appear to othors 
Tike a consent to partition.” 
T said T would inform your Doriship of this reply. Te asked mo if T would cons 
Ke back the written communication which Thad made, 1 said 1 would 
seve that what had passed should tye regarded as.» viv voor communication, 
I hog to point out econt experience shows that mnless some written come 
tnunication is inade the Persian Government may. sub y that any 
made at all, Laid not, however, insist, on Toavi 
estion of control ome up immiliately, and 
n the possession of Her Majesty's Logation, T await your Lords 
instruction 
‘the Versi ermment-no doubt regal the communteation as an attempt to 
5 ten acknowlodgment of n British interference in Mohammensh, 
ia British sphere of influence, Ihave again and again combated tie iden, but tf 
Scems impossible to remove it. tis plainly the intosest of the Porsian Government 
that the extent of te isin should he as restricted as. possible, 
anil Mohiammerah, being accessible to sea-goins vessels, must he considered aka Galt 
Port, AM. Naus assured me that the guarantecing revenues were double the sum 
Teqnited for the service of the loan, and that he was bound to pay the interest on th 
Joan as a first charge on the assignod rovenues, and he-said that if the Persian Govern 
ment made any difficulties to this he 
Te appears therfore, to boo 
too strongly in. the matter, too: 
connection with a question w 
favour by the interest of the P 
Hut it might be as well to place it on record that wo do hot regard Moliammerah 
as being one of the ports which ean boot hs brn wane subject to the eventunt 
control of a foreign Power, especially as Count, Mouraviell and. the Sade-ieAgnre Mang 


siven assurances that the exception in the Loan Contract was made in deference to aie 
wishes, 


h while, by insisting 
sin Government. in 
led in our 


T have, & 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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No, 42. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—(Recetved April 30-) 


ge Bae Tehran, April 5, 1900 

THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have just had a conversation 
with Ti Hakimeul-Mulk, who. informed me thet efforts were again being made by 
tho Sade Azam to induce the Shah to go direct to Russia before going to the French 
haths. his change of plans interest of the Sadv Azam, and against that 
Of the Shah, whose, health would cextainly suffer unless he was allowed to finish his 
eine before he anade his visits, 
oe Hakineul-MEuTy reply tomy ng i some doubts as to whether 
my communication on the subject of the Per ‘ever been shown to the 
Shah. f showed the doctor n Persian translation of your Lordship's telegram No, 85 
rewarding railway Concessions in South Versia, and said 1 would make a com- 
munication inthis sense to the Sado Azam, and be 
The Hakimeil-Mulk remarked “Make sure that the 8 : 

‘The Bade Avan himself informed we in my last interview that the Shai bad 
over heard of the Agreement of 1807, by which Persia was pledged not to allow a 

fan Power to asstane control of the Gulf ports, and as the text of this pledge was 

sommunieated as late as October last, itis plain that even the most important 

documents aro withheld from the 

With regard to Molammern the Hakim-ul-Mfulk again assured me that when the 
Sah gave outers that the southern ports shoul bo exeepted in the Loan Contract, 
lis Majesty meant the exeoption to inetnde Mohammiera. 

T have, & 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No.3, 
Mr, Spring Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received April 30.) 


eh a Tehran, April 5, 1900. 
T UNDERSEAND from the Shal’s Persian doctor that a clause was added to the 
Joan eontmaot alter its signatute by the Sadr Azam, enabling the Persian Gove 
to pay: back the debt if they wished alter ten years. : ; 
This was insisted on hy His Majesty the Shah as a condition of his own signature. 
- T have, Xe 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 44, 
Iutia Office to Foreign Offiec—(Received May 8.) 


IN continuation of his letter of the 4th ultimo the Under-Secretary of State for 
India presents his compliments (o the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 
by dirtetion of Lord George Hamilton, forvards herewith, for the information of the 
Sceretary of State, copy of a further note by Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
Museat regarding M. Goguyer, 

India Office, May 2, 1900, 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 44. 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 


Sir, Museat, March 28, 1900. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 24th ultimo, I have the honour to forward 
a further Memorandum regarding M, Goguyer. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Ayent, 


Tnelosuure 2 in No. 44. 
Memorandum regarding Movements of M. Goguyer. 
(In continuation of February 24, 1900.) 


GOGUYER’S manner of life is still as heretofore. Since despateh of my last 
Memorandum, however, { have received fnformation regarding certain Avabie com- 
munications which have lately passed between him and Sheikh Mahomed-bin-Abdul 
Waliab of Bahrein (last mentioned in my Memorandum of the 27th January), and his 
mi-hin-Abdul Wahab, Goguyer’s letter to the former was on the subject of 
and selling of pearls, and the manner of disposing of them in Burope, Ie 
I tliat M, Otlavi was shortly going to Paris, and that bis good offices in this 
connection might be relied upon, 
m, the son, Goguyer wrote a news letter, on the subject of the w 
the tone of it was markedly Anglophobe. It vas evidently in continuation of pre 
similar communications, and after mentioning that the ‘Transvaal war was still going 
‘on, went on to say, regretfully, that the English hind not been be 
then informed Kassim of Cronje’s capture, and thé relief of Kimberley and Liu 
Dit siid that ic Boers had still got some. very strong positions ow the frontier, and 
there was a chance for them yet, Finally, Gozuyar expressed the hope that some Bower 
would naw make pesee between them 
Doth letters Goguyer posed ax a Krouchman, A cutting from the London 
nz Post" of the Gnd March is attached for information, 

The Oman correspondent of the St. Petersburgh * Viedomosti” must, I think, be 
either Goguyer or M. Ottavi, and his capacity for mischievous invention is interesting 
to note. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX, Captain, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Policical Agent, 
Muscat, March 28, 1000, 


London Morning Post" of March 2, 1900, 


‘Tne Persian Guar. 
(From our Corresponitent.) 


A letter published by the “St, Petersburgshia Viedomosti" from its correspondent 
at Oman, furnishes an example of the manner in which a section of the Russian press, 
aided by its correspondents, systematically attempts to stir up feeling against Great 
Britain in all parts of the world, According to the  Viedomosti’s” correspondent the 
British Indian Government is seriously alarmed at the growth of the trade in smuggled 
arms on the Persian Guli, and the British Ayent at Museat has requested the Sultan to 
forbid all importations of arms into Oman, ‘The Sultan, however, is declared to. have 
refused this request on the ground that a ‘Treaty with France guarantees the freedom 
of the trade. 

‘The value of the arms so imported was in 1896, $50,000, and, in 1897, 1,000,000 
Maria Theresa dollars, nine-tenths of the weapons being of British make, 

Every report of British defeat in South Africa is, the correspondent states, received 

{61s} L 





38 


in Oman with delight, the population, which includes 50,000. well-armed men, awaiting 
with impatience the signal for the holy war. Tn Beluchistan, too, the people are 
prepared to forget their long-standing differences with Oman, and to join against * the 
common enemy.” They have grasped the fuct. that Great Britain maintains her power 
on the Persian Gulf chiefly by fostering quarrels among the different peoples, and are 
resolved in future to give her no such adyantaze. 

St, Petersburgh, Murch 1, 1900, 





0. M5. 
Indi Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 3.) 


THE Under. ry of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Woretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by dircetion of Lord George Hamilton 
forwands lierowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Vicoroy of India, of the Ist May, on the sub French conling facilities at 
Museat, 

Indive Office, Muy 2, 


Thelosure in No. 15, 
Lord G, Hamilton to the Government of India, 


(Pelogeaphie,) India Office, May 1, 1900. 

M. CAMBON informed Lort Satishuxy on tho 25th April that ML. Deleassd was 
Aisposcd to accept the division of the sites in Makalla Bay, Me noticed, however, 
that part of site was Hable to. oceasional loods from winfor torrent. L think you 
should iow divide the available sites and inform Sultar what we have agreed’ t 
Whien the sites are divided, yon will ho prepavel 40, allow the Breuch their choice, if 
thoy desive it 





No. 16. 
Scott to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received May 7.) 


No. 116, 

Myton. Petersburgh, May %, 1900. 

“IN continuation of my despateh No. 93 {th ultimo, T have now the honour to 
transmit: the inetosed précis, which 2 Tus ton good enough to draw up for 
me, of the eontents of the Russian pamphlet on ‘ays in Persia," which was for 
warded in original in my former despateh, 

M ate knowledge of Persia entitles his opi 
the questions treated in this pamphlet to consirerable weight, and T have therefore the 
Honoute to subjoin and invite attention to a Memorandum which he has also drawn up at 
my request of the obscrvations which he offers on the wuthior’s railway: projects, which are 
exiiined in this pamphlet iu the of their commercial 
value to Russia, ee Oo 

It is impossible to ascribe any official character to the views and designs indicated in 
this pamphlet, but thetr publication and wide di ion in u country where a. strict 
system of press censorship exists is a fact M. Rittich is, L 
Linderstand, nn officer of the Russian army, Views are to a great extent shared. 
by influential organs of public opinion in this country is clear from the inelosed extract in 
translation from a further artiele on the interests in Persia of England and Russia, whieh 
‘appeared recently in the * Novoe Vremya,” : 

Tt will bo sven that both in M, Rittich’s pamphlet and in the uewspaper article the 
Russian Government is stimulated to early action in the direction of railway cone 
struction in Persia, by comments on the danger which is supposed to threaten Russian 
interests hy the interest displayed by Germany in acquiring a railway Concession for a Tine 
through Mesopotainin to Basdad, and in the direction of the Persian Gulf. 

"The German Ambassador, in a reeent conversation with mo, referred to the excite= 
‘nent which the grant of this Concession had evidently caused in this country. 
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Prince Radolin assured me that the idea of this railway originated with the 
Sultan himself, who possessed very large private estates in the vicinity of Bagdad, 
and had for many years past been endeavouring to get some German Company to 
take it up. 

n Company had invariably represented to His Majesty the utter fin 
of extending their railway undertakings in Asia Minor otherwise than by 
ions of line, after obtaining some guarantee by opening and sufficiently testing 

the working profits of a finished section before proceeding to take up a Concession for a 
further one, and that in this way it would take thirty years to complete a line as fit ag 
Bagdad, A 
"The Sul not discouraged, and not long ago returned to the charge, in his 
anxious desire to sce his private estates, which are very valuable, opened up, and made a 
persoual appeal to the German Emperor, who, on the Sultan's offering to give an Imperial 
uarantee, was finally enabled to induce a limited number of large German houses to join 
With the Deutsclic Bank in upplying for the Coneession, aid with the yu 
finally offered, it would, no doubt, be possible to construct the line within ten’ years. 
Prince Radolin was evidently anxious to remove any idea that Germany had any political 
interest in obtaining this Concession. 
As U had not seen any previous ation of the history of t 
cession, I have thought it worth reporti 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8, SCOTT. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 46. 
Sumiury of Ritticl’s Pamphlet on Railways in Persia’ 
IN the Prefice, the author states that the acquisition of a Concession for the constr 


tion of the Bagdad Ruilivay bas been an important diplomatic success for Germany, which 
Russia should make a serious effort to neutralize in the nea Wv this object in 


ie has made a study of the best means of paralyzing the Anatolian railways by the 
construction of railways in Persia, 


red at the conclusion 
the direction of the parallels, aud the other in that of the meridians, 


the lines should be shawn in two prineip 


arms extending into the Trins-Caueasis and to Kushk, which geet at ‘Tehran 
d proceeding southwards reach the open ssa, He vindicates the opportunctiess ot 


study in view of the fact that the Russian Government has s0 far not definitely 
tiecided upon the construction of the lines trom Orenbutg toTushkend ot from Alesandtovo 
to Chardjui, and the examination of the southern branch would in any ease undergo but 
Tittle in detail, x 


Panr I, 


The present war between England and the ‘Transvaal is of grout impartanes to Russia 
since it has convinced the admirers of the modern Carthage of its complete insilvency ie 
a great Power, and is still of even greater importance, since it hus made elear tu euch of us 


the very importau sk before us, viz.,a solution of the perpetual Eastern 
question. 


At the present moment the acquisition of 
is a question of time and of « suitable opportunity. ‘The Government, for financial and 
other reasons, consider the present moment inauspicious, although the question is one 
shich may be settled in the near future or possibly after: some lipse of time, tt is 
incumbent on us for these reasons not to wait, but to prepare for the solution of this 
question by the study of projected railivays which shall not be a burden to us, but which, 
while strengthening Persia, shall serve to distribute our merchandize throughout. lange 
towns and very rich districts, and to acquire a line of universal transit for our goods to 
the ocean, 

Our territorial acquisitions have never brought us much advantage, We are tov 
humanitarian to exploit them. In order to utilize Colonies one must be English, AIL 
our polities, both external and internal, are based on principles, We do not advance beyond 
the sphere of our own special interests, Without, however, occupying new territories: our 
Political and economic task should be to utilize their riches, and in following the example 


n and a port on the Indian Ocean 
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‘story to obtain possession of the markets of India by obtaining the command of the 
Fities coieucteione wil tack count “Peter the Great fully understood the 
importance of India, though the Russian frontiers were then far away, but fs 
have followed his advice, and we now stand. at the gates of India. Upon the smallest 
dispute with our rival, England, we shall unwillingly take possession of this extraordinary 
SP Tih eaeaEN question of the possession of India will remain unsolved, and in any ease 
for the first. twenty-five years it will be very expensive, while the phantom of ; 
population of 280 millions stands before us, with whom we will have to count more and 
MOFeThe junction of our railway system through Afghanistan with the tadian railway 

will form en’ important branch of the projected railways, and will place the whole 
astern Asia with Russia and Europe in our hands. : 4 
‘The present moment appears to be favourable for extractirg the requisite Concession 
from the Persian Government. rs 
Loic enna TO es Acute 
onstruction is about to expire, and it fs advisable to prolong it for the space of 
fifteon years, since in the Flteen years that have passed no material guarantees have bee 
obtuitied by which the position of Russia is improved. It would be easy to obtain this in 
iew of the present weakness of England, altho is reported thit the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs wishes th inal some sort of compensation to England, Such a passive 
poliey would not produce the desired result, tn the meantime, our rivals ‘not been 
arletey have built a ebnuside from Shuster to. Tepaliay and a railway from Quetta to 
Nasik, which they: Jong the frontiers of Scistan with the idea of 
continuing it to Meshed for strategie! purposes, so as to fill upon our rear shen we 
advance to Indin throwh Afhanistan, For commercial purposes, this English line will be 
joined wit © German Ti ussorah, so that the whole of the transit le fi 
‘Caleutto tind from, Shanghue may pass through Constantinople snd Moxandri 
place thy English incon to join by a railway with Bussorah. This grand undertaking sould 
absord the whole dt the transit trade from tho Bast, which woul pass over the Siberian 
Ratlwey, and whieh we must strusle to make our sole wmonopoly. 


‘Vive coustrnetion of « line feont ‘Tehran to Bunder Abbas is of ve 
By iy we shall Kill the German line to. Bagdad and Bussorah, anc. al h ve 
the English he power of competing with tis, since to the cast of this line the country is 
poor, While iit the south, rea Bushire, the country presents so many difficulties as to 


quake construction expendive. Further, the expense of transhipment at Constantinople 
mevehindize aid goods will remove any advanta in railay 
possess. 

The Concessions 


was for tlie constiuetion of a Tine trom Ri 

Concession by M. de Giers and M, Zin 

this five would. flood Norther Persia wi Mt 

European merchindize trom Bitoum to Baku wis accordingly closed, ‘This measure 
snececded i preserving the preponderance of Russian trade in the Province of Azerbeijan 
and iv Northern Persia, Since then Russian tade has suecceded in making its way 
southwards to Ispuhan and Kerwan, fo the detriment of British trade, in spite of the 
opening of the Karan aid the improvement of communications between Shuster and 
Aspahan, : ‘ 

At has been said by some people connected with the Goverment that in constructing 
ating to the Indian Ocean there 3s the danger U ‘ght play into the hands of the 
Knulish, To these timid people it might be retorted that a line from Tabreez to Tehran, 
Meshed, and Kushk can in no sense serve English interests, but, on the contrary, will 
fnerease our tide and drive out English trade. 

As regards id, our diplomacy must profit by the present moment, and must 
‘exact trom the Persian Government a complete monopoly. That this step is possible 
there «int be no doubt. Probably our Government hus already paid attention to this point 
ince we have Heard Ghat. in the Protocol of the siting of the Commission for the eon 
struction of Persian railways the construction of a Persian line to Tabreea has been 
decided on in principle. Steategical considerations have alsp forced decision upon the 
question of the impiediate construction of a line from Kushk to Meshed. A beginning 
Taviiig thus been mude, the line to Tabreez will without delay be prolonged to ‘Tehran 
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ion of Bunder Abbas. ‘The line from Tehran to Meshed 
presents but slizt es, while the connection of these two towns by rail will secure 
for us very important political, commercial, and strategical advantages. 

‘The political advantages are as follows : 

1. We practically acquire that part of Persia which, by the ‘Treaty of Petrovsk of 
1723, belonged to us. Although in friendship we temporarily surrendered this country, 
we have never finally renounced our claims to it, and in any practical distribution ol 
Persian territory this would revert to us as belonging to us. 

2 The railways will increase our prestige, and the question will no longer be put as 
to whether Russia or England is the stronger, this question being definitely decided in ox 
favour. 

s will look upon the constructors of the railways as their benefactors, 
made a poor country rich, and as having introduced standard of culture and 
n. 

As regards the cominercial advantages to be obtained, it must be remembered that 
during the past filty years, until quite recently, almost. the whole of the trade of Nortk: 
Persia was in English hands. During the past ten years, however, Russian imports and 
exports have more than doubled, and have monopolized the east and worth of Persia, 
England, nevertheless, still holds a position of commercial preponderance in Persia, but by 
the help of God and’ by the coustruction of railways we shall succeed in obtaining a 
position of priticel commercial supremacy, which fs our right as the nearest neighbour of 

ersi. 
nis then made between the proposed railway in the north of Persin and 
the Trans-Caspian Railway on the basis of the population of the countries through which 
these lines respectively pass, showing that the population of the northern provinees of 
Persia is much denser than in the Trans-Caspian districts, and that the country traversed 
by the proposed line is very rich. Consequently, the movenient of merchindize and 
considerable, It is shown that the line Batoum—Viftis-Tebran- 
pete successfully both in. passengers and mexchandize with the 
ie Batoum-Baku-Krasnovodsk-Merv, and that ali werchandize from Southera and 
Eastern Russia will follow this route, especially when railway connection shall have beets 
established between Batoumn and Novorossisk 
irs the focal passe ng » it must be remembered that the Persian nation 
loves to travel, and especially to visit holy places. OF such places Meshed is one of the most 
important, Every one makes an effirt to visit Meshed, and many Persians express a desire 
to be buried in this holy city, According to English statisties, there are annually: 100,000 
pilgrims who yo to Meshed. On this basis it may be estimated that the aumber of 
passengers on this line would not be less than 390,000, while the goods trafic would also 
be very considerable, 

‘The cost of this line would come to about 117,000,000 roubles, to which must be 
added ¥%,000,000 roubles as “pour-boire” to the Persian Government for the Concession 
‘This sum might be raised by obligati in the case of the Resht~Tebran 
road by Poliskoy, and it sry to guarantee a loan to the 
Persian Government of 20,000,000 roubles, and after the construction of the line to pay 
them 10 per cent, of the net profits, ‘ 

As regards the personnel for the maintenance of the ling, it should be organized on 
the basis of the personnel required for the Manchurian Railway, but ft would not be neces 
sary that it should be so numerous, since, with the exception of the Khunute of 
Makinsk (?), Kurdestan, and ‘Turcomania, absolute security prevails, Turcoimun raids 
have, however, almost ceased, 

It is calculated that the revenue of the line will amount to about 4,500,000 rouble: 
while the expenditure will exceed this sum by about 600.000 roubles, but as Russian 
trade progresses, it uy be caleulated that in 1905 the income of the railway would not 
be less than 8,000,000 roubles, and that the inerease of revenue would progress in similar 
proportion, 

Besides this line, we ought to make a tine of conncetion with Candahar or with 
the Beluchistan Railway; but as the Enwtish are opposed to this, we inust make a 
brauch from Tehran to Bunder Abbas. ‘Then, after the connection has been mace with 
this por’, or with the system of the Indian railways, immense profits will be opened 
up for our lines, wi become the most paying in the world, and will aid waterially 
to the prosperity of Russi 

It is extremely difficult to reckon all the advantages upon which we may count 
from the general Indian tra ie, but we may state with certitude that our singleline will 
not be able to meet the necessity of carrying the whole of the goods traftic. We must, 
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trade upon the new line of Orenbai 2 ‘ 

Tt has been caloulated that the proposed Russian lines could count on from India 
14,500,000 ponds of cotton, 3,500,600 pouds of tea, 500,000 pouds of indizo and other 
merebandize for which land transport is preferable to transport by sea. The goods sent 
in retum to Tndia would comprise German manufactures, objects of the metallic 
industry, machines, and kerosene, of which no less than 10,000,000 pouds go aimually 
to India from Batoun) vid Suez, It would be possible to compete successfully with 
ocean-borne goods by reducing the tariffs (which could be done without prejudice to 
the railways), sand also on account of the increase of freights caused by the 
rienced by séa-borne goods in intermediate ports, and on account of the heavy insurance 
rates on freights from Indian ports to Western Europe. Not only would it be possible 
to compete successfully for the transit of goods destined for Russia, but even for mer- 
chandize destined for Englond, For this it would be necessary 1 
merchandize destined for London should be 1/90-1/100 copecks per poud per verst, while 
for Central Russia it should be 1/50-1/70. per poud per verst. 

‘As rezards the export to India of kerosene, in order to compete with the transit by 
ea of this commodity, it may be necessary to construct a kerosene pipe from Koum or 
Ispahan fo the port of Mohammerah or Bushire, ‘The construction of such a pipe for the 
conveyanee of 30,000,000 pouds of kerosene per annum would cost not less than 
10,000,000 roubles, 

In the same way that rice was formerly imported trom India, and that now 98 per 
cent, of the rice imported into Russia comes from Persia, so also the cotton which now 
comes fron the United States and Egypt may be supplanted by cotton grown in Persia, 
for the cultivution of which mevsures have already been taken by us, and with every 
prospect of success, 

Tt must not be forgotten that the English Government have of late years done all in 
their power to increase the production of Ceylon tea, and tiave so far succeeded that in 
1885 the export of tea from C mourited to 333,000,000 kilog., and was equivalent to 
‘neste ol, Huvexpouy ob teavat thu ohile. woelhs Tha eaeairastions at ale’ Pera 
railways will facilitate the transit of Ceylon tea, and will open the possibility of plieing 
on the Russian market: 

This anticipated that the projected railway will profit less by the through passenger 
traffic, although it is citeulated that the number of passengers passing through the Suez 
Canal inounts to 112,000 annually, and of these it is hoped that 50,000 first-class 
passengers tay pass over the Russian lines, The price of a first-class ticket trom the 
‘Custoiishause at Mexindrovo to the frontier of Beluchistan swould be 228} roubles. 

We always lay stress upon the necessity for the port of Bunder Abbas, since we 
doubt whether the English have decided upon the connection in the near future of their 
Taian line with ours across Afghanistan, (The present Viceroy of India, on taking up 
his appointwient, declared that so long as he remained in office the Indian system of 
railways would in no caso be-united with the Russian system.) It must not be forgotten 
that this situation is based on economical principles of far greater importance than political 
considerations. "Yo. surreniter to us without a struggle their Indian trade would be a 
severe material loss. What would become of the English commercial fleet ? How could 
it lose the 100 and more millions which it now makes? No, we must not hope for an 
curly junction of the Indian railways with our ‘Tashkend or Persian lines, 

We inust independently inake our tine trom ‘Lehran to Bunder Abbas, and the 
quicker the better. ‘This will cost an initial outlay of 83,000,000 roubles, but if we can 
¢ount_ on 100,000,000 pouds of Indian transit we may reckon on 20,000,000 roubles of 

venue alone at the tariff of 1/100 copecks per poud per verst 

Tn any cnse, it is evident and certain that, as in former Concessions, Russian capital 
will be forthcoming for this underiwking, It seems to us that the Government receiving 
at pair and 200 roubles profit® whenever it pleases can undertake the construction of the 
projected roads. It is quite unpardonable that with such cleur advantages we have 
hitherto done nothi 

Comparing this line with the German Anatolian ling, we find that the German line is 

so injurious to us as it appears at first sight. ‘The Bander Abbas branch will paralyze 

wvity, and will destroy its passenger and postal transit. The direct line 
hrough Poti and Novorossisk to Calas (N.B.—The branch tron: Poti to Novorossisk 
440 versts, lias not yet been constructed) is 200 versts longer th 
Bussorab, but in the future, when the curves have been di 


the German line to. 
ished, it will be shorter than 


* Tein wot clear what the author means by this statement —C. H, 
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the German line by at least 100 versts, 
hour, 


more; the j 

more, and 

duchalf days 
longer than by our road. This gaiu in time will insure 1o us the larger share of the 
European passenger and postal trafic, and will enable us to compete successfully with the 
German line, 

Reverting to the passenger traffic on the Russian line, we consider that we have. the 
ight to count on 30,000 first-class passengers on our lines to. whom the shortness of the 
Journey will prove an important consideration, ‘The passenger tiaffie should, therefore, 

i 1g in a revenue of 4,000,000 roubles, As reyards the 62,000 
ss passenzers that annually pass Suez we do not take them into necount, leaving 
em, with 20,000 first-class passengers, to the German line. ‘The postal traffic’ may be 
surely relied upon, and we may count upon a certain revenue of at least 1,000,000 roubles 
for the transit of posts and money over our line. ‘The freight of imports from Persia into 
Russia is calculated to afford a revenue of 1,500,000 roubles, while a further revenue of 
4,000,000 roubles is anticipated for the transit of goods landed in the southern ports, and 
another 6,250,000 roubles for the Indian transit trade. ‘To these sums should be added 
the local’ passe nd goods traffic, making altogether an approximate total. of 
17,000,000 roubles us the revenue of the line Kara KilisTehrau-Bunder Abbas. ‘The 
expenses of the construction of this line would be app ly 140,000,000 roubles, viz., 
56,500,000 roubles for the section Kara Kilis to ‘Tehran, and $3,500,000 roubles for the 
section Tehran to Bunder Abbas. ‘The construction of the Poti-Novorossisk section 
would cost 13,000,000 roubles, and the improvement of the port of Bunder Abbas another 
10,000,000 roubles. If the sum of 2,000,000 as pour-boite” for the Concession is 
added, the total cost of the railway would amount to 165,000,000 roubles. 
he expenses of the working and maintenance of the line would amount to nearly 
19,000,000 roubles. Interest at 4 per cent, on the outlay: would amount to 6,500,000 
roubles, working expenses to 9,250,000 roubles, and maintenance of the line 1,000,000 
roubles. ‘There would thus be even st year of the working of the line, under 
unfavourable conditions and with the competition of the Bagdad line, a clear profit of 
1,000,100 oF 5,000,000 roubles, With such a heavy percentage of profit on the capital 
employed, should one not seriously think of the construction, before anything else, of the 
line to the port of Bunder Abbas ? 

We are not tich, and to pay 90,000,000 roubles for the building of the Orenburg- 
Tashkend fine, not knowing whether it will be possible to connect it with the Alihan 
railroads, is not true business. Without such a connection the Orenbury-Tashkend line 

It strategical importance. The present weakness of England has heen 

mide quite clear to us, und for such an adversury the armies of Turkestan and the 

sus will be quite, suffi and forthe latter ‘the Persian Railway would be very 
important for strategical eommunications 

In conclus urge our diplomacy at Constantinople to stvive to obtain a victory 
over the Germans, The question of the Bagdad Railway is not finally settled. If we 
succeed in bcckig ity we sal eure a decided succes. 

Our road to Bunder Abbas will, after the first. year, instead of 17,000,000 roubles, 
give us a revenue of 30,000,000 roubles and more, 


Parr I, 


‘The Strategical Importance of the projected Railways. 


Having completed the discussion of the political and commercial advantages to be 


obtained from the projected railways, we will 

which will doubtless constitute a question of hourly 
In Germany the construction. of 

and depends on the Ministry of War. 

for upon it rest the initia 


son to the strategical advantages 


tance. On the other hand, it is often difficult to r 
yolitieal and economic considerations, 
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‘The railroads proposed by us fulfil not only the true strategical requirements, but also 
the'demands based on political and economic grounds, 

It is no secret to anybody that Englund intends to fight with us by attacking our 
rear, ie. on the Trans-Caspiun Railway. ‘They think that they may thus paralyze our 
movement on India across Aighanistan. ‘This calculation is quite correct ; the Enzlish 
must act thus. But to every move there is a counter-move, and in such an event our 
advance on India will not be through Afghanistan, but through Seistan and Beluchistan, 
where we shall mect with no resistance, but, on the other hand, assistance from the Persian 
Government and local population. ‘The defence of India on the side of Beluchistan is 
weall, atid acting on this side we may achieve the highest results. 

Every plan for the defence of is centralized in the north, where two-third> of 
the whole army are concentrated, where the passes are very difficult and the fortifications: 
powerful. Leaving the Turkestan army on the flank of Afzhanistan, in order to make a 
demonstration and for active operations, we can throw the other Turkestan and Caucasian 
armies into Seistan, Beluchistan, and Central India, ‘There will be no impediment and no 
opposition to our forces. The English railway across Nushiki will be useful to us for the 

nce of stores, and if the English connect it with Meshed, we shall have a dircet line 
conmunivations with the Caneasus and Turkestan, ‘The whole line traverses w country 
whiere provisions and forage 

For the further movement acioss Seistai) and Beluchistan the conditions will be more 
Gificult, ut in any case, every measure has already been adopted to prepare the ground. 
‘This district lias been surveyed by our talented olticers, who have mace very interesting 
studies. Latterly Vice-Consulate has heen established in Seistan, and it will be the duty 
of the occupant to inform us of everything that may be necessary’ frow) a military point of 
viow «nd to prepare the grou, The English, working for themselves, render assistance 
to our aims by making their railway to Nushki and prolonging it to i thus facilitat. 
ing our advance, We have little doubt that they will eantinue it to Meshed if we construct 
‘our projected railway, ‘This will be very desirabie for us, both from a comercial and 
Strateieal point of view. 1 any ease, judging from the reports of our Viee-Cousul in 
Scistan, they ure quietly preparing everything necessary for our road. ‘They are doing 
this partially from comereis! motives, so as to open an exsy exit for » trade 
RG URNGrMMAW HLAiene. Tndian omaehaailess tllaett tha costly and long 
Khorassan vit Bunder Abbas, An insignificant amount of Indian trade passes through 
Afghanistan, 

Ovving to the heavy dutigs levied by the Anicer of Afghavistan, and also owing to 
our commercial snccesses i Kliorassan, the English fave been compelled to find a nearer 
roid from Indi through Beluchistay au@ Seistan, At the preseot moment everywhere 
along the road carivanserais have heen built and wells sunk. ‘This will be very important 
for our military eonimunieations and very useful to us, but if the English prolong. their 
railway to Seistin, that will be even still better 

Continuing further the strateeal ex on of the projected railway, we sce tl 
it is necessary to make the road (rom the station of Kura Kilis through Erivan to Dju 
anid lurtlier on to Tubreez, so that we tay immediately old very large centres, and at the 
ight moment, pushing forward our army, we shall occupy in a very short time Tabrece, 
the second capital of the country. ‘Phe Persian army, with the exeeption of the Kurdish 
and oiler horsemen, need not he taken into account, heing unable to face Evropean 
troops and being int much Worse state than at the time of our last Persian war, Cone 
sequently, for thens the holding of the towns is the most important prixciple, and the fall 
of a town is to them equivalent to the failure of a campaign. It should therefore be our 
eanliest Obje nncet Tabrece with our Caucasian railways, un object which completely 
ansivers 0 al requirements, ‘The tine fro. Kura Kilis to Tabrece 
only meots with danger alone the frontier frou. the Makinsk Khanate. In time of war 
the Emir or Khan is supposed to iurnish a force of 25,000 mounted men composed 
exclusively of Kurds. In tine of peace the Kurds only uominally recoguize the authority 
of the Government, and in everything else enjoy complete independence. This warlike 
race, recognizing only the right of strength, will be a source of danger to our communica 
tions, aud this section will require to be zuarded more strongly than other sections of the 
fic, ‘The further sections of the line do not pivsent any danzers in this sense, and the 
railway will pass through localities populated by the peacctial Turco-Tartar inhabitants of 
Azerbeljun, 

it stiould be contemplated to prolong the line to Khoy and Urumiah, where a 
survey is already being made, some risk is run from brigandaze and other difficulties, 
whicli will augment the cost of its maintenance, In that district the true Kurdish 


population is suid to exceed 250,000), 
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Finally, as regards the section to Tabreez, it may be pointed ont that the whole 
section will serve as a splendid base for our operations against Turkey, since we shall be 
able to act from Tabreez upon the rear of the ‘Turkish forces at Khoy and Van, 

‘The further prolongation of the road to Tehran passes through a populated and 
cultivated district, where the inhabitants are peaceful and quiet, and present.no danger to 
the security of the line. Zindjan and Kasveen are the two most important points on th 
line, From the former of these towns there are no great roads to the south, only 
tracks for pack aninials to Hamadan and Senna. ‘The latter town (Kasveen) is of arent 
importance, since the Rnssian chaussée leads from there to the port of Enzely and the 
chief road to Tebran, 

Of Tehran, the capital, it is unnceessiry to speak, ‘There are leading from it seven 
Principal caravan ronds and a few treks for pack: 

Inthe section from Tehran to Meshed the most insportant place will be Shahrud, from 
which place important roads branch off 10 Astrabad, Askabad, Meshed, and Tursheez, 
The town lies i may be si, at the eross roads, an will be the entre of exchange for oar 
trade, 

From a military point of view, thisis the nearest object of a descent by us on Astrabad, 
‘The section from Shabrud to Meshed passes the towns of Subsevir and Nishapoor. This 
portion of the line will be of importance since troops of puck animals arrive here from 

y, therefore, expect that in time of war the English will endeavour to 
munications in this direction, 

1, Meshed, the most important of Persian towns, is the centro of five important 
ind is the principal object of our action as well as that of the English, ‘The 
strategical importance of this town is all the greater if wwe take into consideration that for 
Persians this is'0 holy ad, on that ground, more important than the capital, ‘Tehran, 
All Mahiommedans ae favaties, and the occupation of w city of this kind wil! give us even 

greater weight in their eve 
5 question 
jay be raised of the councetion of Meshed with Askabad, Dushak, Chaman-i-bad, ane 

bk. 

Aline from Meshed to Askabnd would be both dificult and costly, singe it would 
have to cross the Elburz range, Similar difficulties preseot themselves to the project of 
connecting Meshed with Dushak, so that the question is limited to the choice between 

pei-bad and Kushk. Technically, Chamansi-bact is the most advantageous, but the 

int of viow miilitates in favour of Kushk, since every’ line is projeeted with the 
in view of a conflict with Englund, of mons truly With, its advanced: bath 
Afghanistan, ‘Therefore, it is necess Las fi 
he ableto 
at Kush is p 

In comparing our line with the OrenburgTushkend i that both tines have 
very great str ‘They will not clash with each other, but, on the contrary, 
will serve a White the Oveaburg Tashkent line will sor 
Central and Eustern Russia, the other fine will he exclusively used for the army of the 
Caucasus, and of the district of Odessa if nucessary. As regards safety, the Orenburg 

hkend line has the acl 
ory is ten 
times less than on the decided upon the construction af 
the latter, the bui fan th pore necessary, considering, that out 
political and economic interests there outweigh those we have in. the direction of 
Manchuria. 

As regards the Bunder Abbas francl, its construction will give us influence over the 
whole of Persia, and will exclude the question of a partition of Persia into two xpheres of 
influence; Russia in the north and England in the south, 

We can have no partition of spheres; the whole of Persia must be ours, 

From a strategic point of view, the Buuder Abbas branch does not entirely meet 
military requirements; for the latter it would be better to construct a line from Meshed 
to the south to the frontier of Seistan and Beluchistin ; in this way we should fill upon 
the rear of the English, and would be at once upon the scene of action, But strategy 
must in. cer td to commercial requirements, all she more since it may 
be possible later on to prolong the branch from Bunder Abbas along the Mekran coast to 
a junetion with the Indian section. 

‘The question may also be mised of making the railway to the port of Charbar on the 
Indian Ocean, From a stratezical point of view this port is more favourable, being 
nearer to the frontier of Beluchistan, ‘The port itself may, however, be unsatisfactory, as 10 
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surveys of it have been made by us, and the information furnished by English maps is very 
insufficient. 

In any ease, tlie surroundings of Charba are unpopulated a d cannot be 
‘vomparet with the port of Bunder Abbas, which in former times was the principal barbour 
in the whole of the Indian Ogean, ‘The rout from Ispahan to the port of Charbar crosses 
the desert, while our line passes through rich towns all the time, and traverses compara- 
tively fe 


Pare 111 o 


Deals with the economic gravitation of the district bordering on the projected rail- 
'; anid with an estimate of freihts 


Parr IV 


Deals with the technical side of the projected lines, and with an estimate of the cost of 
the road 


Inclosure 2 in No, 16. 
Memorandum by Mr. C. Hardinge. 


THER pamphlet recontly yublished by M. Tittich upon railways in Pe 
‘aubiaotet considgtabl atlontion both iu Russian and Torcigh eineles in St, Pote 
Have been unable to diseover who ME. Rittich miy be, and whether ho is an authority. 
upon vailivay consteuctc it iy ovident that the lias carefully studied the details of 
by Palashkovsh 
of Porsit that he is not so yw 
foutuyo of this panplilet. is the: spirit of Chauvinistic optimism in 
with Rissia, and of hustility and contempt for England, Per 
Afghanistan axe no longer regarded as Independent taetors, hut as quantités 
li ” whose territory and x are to be utilized by Russia in whatsoever 
way may le most convenient to ‘his is particularly so as regards Persia, bias 
regards Mihanistan the author is less precise, and lays more stress npon the opposition 
that woulil bo raised by the Indian Government, and especially by Lord Curzon, to any 
‘VranseAtihian connection with the Russian and Indias railway systems, rather tha 
the deep-rooted opposition of fhe Ameer’ to the introdhtetion of railways and tele 
into his kingdom, ree 
IRONS i aneoietth iNGAedaoe ep enP i se ral Al 
Convention, whieh he says should be extonded for another ‘years, and shonld 
at ihe same tine consist in a Russian monopoly of railway eon 
iis Grae thal the Convention lias been prolonged for a further i , 
uly possibility of railway construction in Persia would depend on tho Russian ( 
ment or a Russian plying, for a railway Concession, in case other G 
ments woul ho free to press for similar Concessions, and it is to be hoped that, in 
rtince with the promise given to Sir 1, D. Wolff, a line from ‘Tehran to the 
jan Gulf would. th ructed with British eapital, as well as a transverse 
¢ from Quetta to Kerman, Yezl, tspahan, and Kermaustiah, passing throwzh 
the principal trade centres, and with branch Tires to Bagdad and Shuster on the 
Karun. ‘ ; 
‘The stratoxical considerations put forward by the anthor are of no great value, 
since it is evident that, so long as the British fleet is able to command the Persian Gulf, 
au advance on niin rough Seat and Raluchitan woudl be expel to a Hank 
ack by a British foree acting from the south upon the Russian line of communicati 
Ty auuront distaye! Troms tbe asian Dace, ‘The worike Bakhtl and Kashkai tribes. 
\d the Lars of Laristan would under such circumstances become important factors in 
the struggle, 


Aprit 30, 1900. 


(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 
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Tnelosnre 3 in No. 46, 


Petersburger Zeitung” of April 18 (May 1), 1900, 


THE “Pioneer Mail,” a paper of Allahabad, 


lias, tis we read in the “Novoe 


Vremya,” given expression to its fears on account of the Persian Gold Loan, and at the 


same time urged the English Government to fix tlie 
and Southern Persia and to bring it to the publi 
Englishman may know what steps on the part 

tolerated. 


ininimun of its rights in Central 
ic Knowledge, in order that every , 
of Russia may or may not be 


“ Novow Vremya” is of opinion that this “ minimum” of English claims would 
y large: Great firitain looks upon the whole coast of the Persian Gulf as its 


ienable property, and Southern and Central Porsi 
of influence, 


iv ay an exclusively Dnglish sphere 


ie above yaper seeks further to dispel the chronic fear of English politicians 


assia, as soon as she gains aceess to the In 


idian Ocean, will throw herself on 


Te then gives its views with regard to the importance of Persia for Russia, and 


says that it is important not. only as a way to the 


Mesopotamia, which will henceforth come forward on. 
ion in the near East, which has been 


weean, but, also a neighbo 
the political seene, 
duilt up by many centuries of hard 


‘ be seriously threatened by the establishment of German influence in Asia 


Wt renounce one’s political réle, as 
ons, 


this is not in the poner of single 


ion of Germany in the East we must establish o1 


especially in the south at the mouth of the 
ian Gulf, ‘Mat is the minimum of our demat 


Arab and on, the con 
ds, a mininunt which we camot 


nquish, in spite of the discontent it may cause in England, 


We are frinly convineed that on the Persian 


uestion we ean come to an ngree= 


ment with Engh Ml must only ive up the ides that her Indian Bmpive 


to the west up to die hoimdaries of Mesopot 


e up their tradi fear of a Russian inyasion of Tdia. 


enough space for Russia and for England, 
West then we ly not cat 01 
land herself does not force us t0 do 0. 


tinia, Tho English must also, ot 

ain ore iD 
Hngland must only nut look too 
int eyes towards the Valley: of the 





No. 17. 


Tudia Office to Furciyn Office —(leceived May 7.) 


WITH reference to previous eorrespondenes, the 
presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of 
rection of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, { 


veeretary of State, copy of further papers received 
rolative to the flag question at Musent, 
India Office, May 5, 1 


wer-Seoretiny of State for 
te for Foreign Affiirs, aud, 
‘or the information of the 
d from the Government of India, 


——<—<—— 


Inclosure 1 in No, 47. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 


U HAVE the honour to forward, for the informa 


ies of letters which T have received from the Political 


of the use of the French flag by Suri and other dhows, 
2, Tregret that I am not yet able to submit the 5 
Department indorsement, dated the 9th January last, 


.__Buslire, March 12, 1900. 
ation of the Government of India, 
Agent, Muscat, on the subject 


peice report called for in Foreign 
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Tnelosure 2 
Captain Cow to Lieutennnt-Colonet Meade. 


Museat, February 

LHAVE the honour to attach a Memorandum on the subject of the issue of the 
French flag (o Muscat subjects, * ‘ 

‘Chis Memorandum is forvarded simply with a view to bringing the subject up to 
dato, in order that it may be eousidered, if necessary, in, comection with the’ arrears of 
subsidy, and my letter” off h February, and is not intended asa report in 
connection with the Right Honourable the Secretary of State’s despatch of the 
24th November, 1809, which passed through my hands to your addvess under flying 
real, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 47. 


Menorancm dealing with the present uspeet of the Situation with regard to issue of F 
Flags to Subjects of the Sultan, and the latter's attitude in the matter, February 1800. 


MY first allusion to this subject with she Sultan was in the course of my interview 
With him of the 28rd October, 1809, of which « Memorandum was forvarded to the 
Rosident with Museat Avency letter of the 1st Oetuber. Ic will he remembered that 
Nie thos put off any specific expression of opinion on the subject pening receipt 
a reply from the French Government, through M. Ottayi, to His Highness’ repre- 
sentation, , ¥ 

Sinco that date, having regard to revent onters and the state of the negotiations on 
thesubjoct hetween our Governments, T haveldone io more than take such opportunities as 
offered to pross the Sultan from tine to tine to endeavour to obtain an answer trom th 
French Consul 

he Sultan specially approach Tntter abont a, go. He told 
M, Ottivi that he had long boos av n reply to this writt ation on the 
subject, and asked him wit the reply of his Goveriment was. M. Ottavi replied that 
there Was no further reply beyond what the Sultan bad already heen informed, viz, that 
the practice hal beon soins on for years, and that His Higinoss in no way suliered 
thereby, So much on behalf of his G 
aivcontit, Unt exactly the same practien 
that n 
here 
refused, 


1 informed me of this, asked how he should proceed randy 
that he did not tor a moment think that he would get any satisfnetory 
anger in writing, Cadyised him to press him again for a written reply setting forth 
what Ne id infortied His Highness verbally, amt the latter informed me two ox 
threo day's ago that he had done so, but without © is not the least like! 
hood, U need hardly say, that M, Ottayi will commit himself to writing in this 
conneetion, 
‘the Sultans personal feelings in the matter seem to me to be much as 
follows s— oe 1 
He lionostly resents the infringement of his sovereign rights which the couduet of 
the Freneli entails; but the injury whieh hie sulfirs thereby does not make itself suli- 
ently felt to him personally for him to think it worth his while to quar-el with the 
Hrench in onler to yet the practice stopped, For this reason, Ido not think he is at 
present likely to give us a locus stand in his behalf by specitically inviting our intervention, 
with the Pronch Government, 
As regards the proposed re 
scams very much averse to it, an 
He 


Tuever 
View of the question to him, but the above 
conneetion, ‘The objections which he has 
put forward to my arguments with regard to the question of the French 
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escape constant and harassing over- 
hauling by British men-of-war that whenever he remonstrates with them they give the 
above ‘excuse, and go on to point out that sinee they have taken Freneh colours 
they have had absolute immunity from men-of-war, and that even if stopped they are 
nover' asked todo more than show their papers, and_pass on their way. At the same 
time, they say that they are at any time ready to fight for him and for Oman, and 
that they take the French flag simply for the assistance of their trade, He ling also 
introduced the case of the collision between a Freneh-protected dhow and. another 
belonging to a British subject (reported in Major Fagan’s letter of the 25th November, 
188, to the Resident) as an instance in which (as he suggested) we gave him no 
assistance at all, but rather strengthened the hands of the french inthe matter, It 
will be remembered that, although Major Fagan took cognizance of M. Otiavi’ 
complaint, he specifically did so “without prejudice” to the question at issue between 
our two Governments, and his aetion in so doing was approved. M. Ottavi, however, 
had evidently endeavoured to give the Sultan a false impression of Major Faxan's action, 
and make the former think that we had recognized the French Consul’s focus standi in 
the matter, 

Tat once explained to the Sultan the actual facts of the casey bub T mention it 
incidentally, as think it is well that Government should know as far as possible the 
exact seatinents y which Mis Highness is prompted in the question of the tag 
generally, 

‘To sum up. [am of opinion that the Sultan would be very glad for us to rid him 
of the difficulty, but is not really alive to the interests of the Muscat Sultanate in the 
matter, and will not assert himsell' at tlie risk of a quarrel with the French unless ho 
sees that he will obtain some compensating advantage (preferably a peeuniaay one) hy 

oing $0, 

Meanwhile, our only course for the present (ie, pending a change in 
attitude, by persuasion or otherwise) is to set ourselves to find out some flaw in the d 
of the French Consular procedure in connection with the issue of the flags, 

Tn this regard, Tam unable at present to make any. specifle report in. pute 
suaneo of the Secrctary of State’s Secret despateh of the 24th November, 1400, 

tmder flying seal; and may mention that Hor Majesty's. ships on this 

F orders not to board any dows tying the French flags, so that my 

facilities for getting information are at “present limited to what T eam arrange on 
shore. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 47. 
Caplain Cow to Liewtenant~Colonel Mende. 


Miuscut, Webraary 22, 1900, 

conneetion with the question of the French flag in Oman, [have the Honour to 

refer 3 of Foreign Department letter, dated the 31st January, 1599, 

to your address, in which, after an expression of approval of Major Fagan’s proceedings 
in the particular ease of Salim-bin-Saad, it ix observed :— 

“The future course of action will depend on the Sultan’s acceptance of the ad 
now given to preseribe to his subjects the exclusive use of a distinctive Mugeat 

lag. 

2. The Government of India possibly then contemplated early acceptance on the 
part of the Sultan, but this has not yet been obtained, and meanwhile a similar situation 
might at any moment ari 

8. ‘The approval of Government covered the Political Agent’s action inthe 
Particular case of Salim-bin-Saad only, and it appears to me that @ repetition of the 
course then followed by my predecessor is now rendered inadvisable, firstly, 
the fuct that (as mentioned in my Memorandum of the 20th February) Sai 
Feisal evidently derived a wrong impression from it, prejudicial to our attitd 
matter; and, secondly, oning to the specific challenge conveyed by M. Ottavi 
concluding paragraph of the letter, of which [attach a copy, and which has not been 
replied to, 

[1615] Cy) 
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4. Under the circumstances, I feel it would be convenient if I could be 
iven instructions as (0 the course which should now be pursued, should oceasion 
Frise, if the present political situation allows of any detinite line of action being laid 
down. 


——— 


Tnclosure 5 in No, 47. 
M. Ottavi to Major Fagan. 


Vice-Consulat de Franve @ Mascate, 
M. le Const te 24 Novembre, 1898. bi 
PAT Vhonneur: de vous accuser réception de votre lettre, datée du 22 de ce mois, 
en réponse iveelle que je vous avais adressée pour yous transmettre une requéte de 
Salen-ben-Saad (que je vous donnais comme ressortissant Fraugais sans vous dire quel 
titre il Test) contre un de vos sujets Indiens 
Aux termes de votre lettre j'entends uniquement que vous act 
j votre Tribunal comme ressortissant Frangais, mais sans que colt puisse avoir 
ut la solution de In question qui serait pendante entre nos deux Gonvernements rela- 
fivement A certain droit de juridietion do la Rraneo dans les Btats deSa Hautesse. 
hie saurail notamment stensuivre de notre correspondance que je vous ri 
Uroit Uapprccier los titres de mes ressortissants 4 Ia juridiction Brangaise dans le 
Silomeben-Snad ou dis tout autre eas Ioeal analogue. 
Veuillez, & 
) OPPAVE. 





No. d5. 


‘The Marquess of Salishury to Sir N. O'Conor, 
(No. 2) 7 
(Wolexeaphie.) 2. Foreign Office, May 7, 1900, 
TY appears from a report whick has been rvecived from 2 ated the 10th 
April, that the fort referred to in your telegiam No. 27 of the 23rd March is 
undoubtedly within Haushabi limits, aid is garrisoned by arkish troops. TL request 
your Lordship to remind the Turkish Minister for War of the promise whieh he aac 
Yo you on the 23rd nd to press for the withdrawal of the froops into ‘Tnkish 
torvitory and the demolition of thy fort. 





No. 49. 


Phe Minyuess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


sed, your despatch No. 1 
nig sense of Une obligations: aF the Linpevial Bank of Py 
tor of the Clastens, 
T have read with much satisfiction this ueconnt ot the gon 
Jotween M, Naus and the buperial Bank, 
Lam, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 50. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr, Spring-Rice. 
(No. 24) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1900. 

T HAVE revived your despatehes Nos, 15, 17, and 27 of the 20th and 27th March 
and the Sth April, respeoting the question of the Mohammerah Customs, 

T approve your proceedings as reported int t es-and the language of 
the two Memosnda communicated to the Mushi which formed” the 
inolosures in your despateh No. 17 of the 27th Murch, 


51 
T do not think it necessary that you should recur to the matter at present unless 
dome fresh incident arises 
You sliould, however, take any opportunity that may offer itself to: make it clearl 
Tala gl HunE HEM Eye CRY eeeTNBTE hut ooo teeta GO ANGIE there 
the Persian Government in the Southern 
Provinces, and that it is in the int sig, as well as of Great Britain, that they 
endeavour to prevent the undue intrusion of other Powers, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 





No. 51. 
Memorandum communicated to French Embassy, May 11, 1900. 


THE ground available in Makalla Cove admits of division into two 
‘means of a wall built from the sea to the high ground at the back. On one 
wall would be the large shed No. 1 and a smaller one on the north side of it No. 
n the other side of fhe w: @ sh with any land that may lio to the 
cfined when the division is made. 


dividing wall will be excted by Her Majesty’s Government on 
reecipt of an intimation that the solution is accepted by the Brench Government, 

If tho French Government chooses the northern site with sheds Nos, 1 and 2 
time should be allowed for the removal of the conl belonging to Hex Majesty's 
Government in those sheds to the other site, and for the construction of the necessary 
slied, ‘The French Government would probably in thnt ease wish to pay for the sheds 
Nos. Land 2 at a fair valuation, 

Should the French Government be disposed to accept the southern site with its 
shed No. 3, Her Majesty's Government would propose to give that shed without 
making any claim for compensation, 





0. 52. 


Pro-memoridi communieuted by Kreuch Enlnssy, May 12, 1900. 


LAMBASSADEUR, de France stompresse daceu eption au Seenitat 
W'Btat pour les Affaires Rtrangdres du. pro-n question de Vétublisse= 
ment d'un dépé chon & Mase: Ini a fait po wt qui 
constitue Vol nent de Ta Rei wement de Ja République, 
de Ini eéder fison choix Vin des torrains situés & proximi cvtte villo, eb sur ta, 
Baie de Makalla indiqués dans les documents antériourement commaniqués par YOfiee 
dos Affaires Btrangires. 

AM. Cambon a Vhonncur de porter A In connaissance de sa Seigneurie le Marquis 
de Salisbury, que le Gouvernement de la République fai <du terrain ot du 
hangar sud pour y dtabliv un dépot de charbon, Tl est entenda qu'un mur de sépara- 

A. frais communs entre les éablissements Anglais et Francais, depuis 
Je littoral de la mex jusqu’aus eollines bornant Ia Baie de Makalla A Vouest, ef que do 
clinque cdté de co mux, les deux Governements auront la jouissauce de torrains dégale 
superficie pour leurs dépots de charhon, 

Ambassade de France, 

Londres, ce 12 Mai, 1900. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1900. 
WITT reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, I am directed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit fo you, to be laid hefore the Secretary of Stato for India, the 
seompanying copies of s communication which has bee made to the French 
Ambassador with regard to the sites for coal sheds at Makalla Cove, and of the reply 





received from his Excellency, stating that the French Government have chosen the 
soutliern site on certain specified conditions.® 

‘The French Ambassador has suggested that the Consuls of the two Governments 
should be instructed to make the necessary arrangements, and T am to iuquite whether 
Lord Genye Hamilton will request the Government of India to take such steps as 
may be necessary for this purpose so far as the British Consul is concerned. 

Lau, Se. 
(Signed) Il, SANDERSON, 





India Office to Foreign Office.—(Recetved May 18.) 


MLE Ui of State for Indi present iments fo the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by di 
forwards herewith, for the jon of the Secreta 
tothe Viceroy, dated the 16th May; re 
May 17, 1900, 


Tnelosure in No, 54. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, May 16, 1900, 
ML wonelt accept the shed No, 3, with land lying to the south of 
the wall of partition whieh is to he construe it the son to the high ground at the 
back of the iti 
1. he wall to he built at the joint exp f the two Govermnents. 
2 Whe si av on cach side Of the wall retained by cach Government to 
De the same, 


Whey stuggest that the Consuls of the two Governments should ma necessary 
armugenionts: LU might be well to consult Cox whether 9 jection to the 
second condition, If no objection, please: take ne ‘ a 
mont os lar ws the British Consul is eoncorned, aut inform mo fo 

ign OMlice, No charge will be made to the French for the shed, but the eo 
can ho removed. 





No. 55. 
The Marquess of Sulistury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, May 18, 1900, 
wn No. 20 of the 7th instant, a report his been meeived 
ti ing that the urkish troops still oceupy the fort in 
the territory of the Hanshabis, who ate importimate. 
Haye You received any reply to. your representations from the Minister for War? 





No. 56. 


O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received May 19.) 
(No. 89.) 
(Pelegraphic,) P. Constantinople, Muy 19, 1900, 
IN reply to your Lordship’s telegram No. 80 of yesterday, and c 
my despatel’ No, 172 of the 1th instant, T learn that the Grand Viz 
telogram fro vali that, except for a military sanitary 
eordion on thi no measures hiave Is nd 10 aggression has been 
on Haushabi territory. ‘Phe Vali denies the existence of « fort and the presence of 
‘Purkish troops in that tereitory. 


© Nos, 51 and 52, 


53 


Tassume that the fort is indisputably well within Haushabi territory, but the 
Military Commandant being a Palace fayoutrite, the Vali is probably afraid not to back 
him up. 

Uf your Lordship wishes it T miight now request the Porta to appoint a Joint 
Commission of Inquiry, warning them that the aifair, if left unsettled, may give rise 
to serious disturbances, and the Haushabis, whom we might have to support, might 
proceed to demolish the fort 

‘this course, howev t open the general question of frontier delimitation, 
and I think it would be better to avoid this, if possible, at present. 





Sir C, Scott to the Maryuess of Salishury.—(Received May 21.) 


(Wo. 127.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, May 18, 1900, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a translation trom the 
“St, Petershurger Zeitung” of the 28th April (11th May) relating to the claims of 
England in Persia. 
Thave, &e, 
ned) CHARLES § 


Inclosure in No, 57. 
Extract from the St, Petersburger Zeituny " of April 28 (May 11), 1900. 


((ranslation,) 

THE “ Novoe Vremya ” again deals with the “Times,” which calmly declares that 
a part of the western, and even of the northevestern, customs of Persia (namely, thove 
of Mohammeral, Schuster, Ispahan, Chorremabad, Burujitd, Sultanabad, Kum,’ Hani= 
maian, and Kermanshah) canuot possibly be included in the eustoms whose revenites 
guarantee the last Persian gold loan, Inv concluding the loan, the customs of Farsistan 
and of the Persian Gulf ports only were excluded. The ‘'Times," however, does not 
are about that, but deinands that ‘the British Foreign Office should make the Russian 
Government define what customs are to serve as guarantec, It considers that the 
customs of Tabreez, ‘Telitan, Reshd, and other centres of Northern Persia are enough, 
and is of opinion that a frank exchange of views would lead to an agreement which 
would render all misunderstanding impossible, ‘The “Noyoe Vremya™ comments on 
these remarks ax follows :— 

the English have a remarkable predilection for agreements, ‘This is probably 
because they understand how to draw up such documents, and to constiue everythin: 
that is written down to their own advantage. And, indeed, why should one not. come 
to an agreement if it makes it possible to extend one’s rights for all time over territories 
where one’s influence was hitherto not well established, while only giving to one’s 
opponent what was already undoubtedly in his sphere of influence? ‘The British 
Government would naturally gladly sign an Agreement which would place the whole of 
Khorasan (with the exception of Seistan), the Caspian provinces (Astrabad, 
‘Mazanderan, and Gilan), and Azerbejjan under Russian control, but in return would 
ive the whole of the rest of Persia to England, We have an example in the remarks of 
the ‘‘Times" on the subject of the customs, With unwonted kindness the organ of the 
Gity leaves us only Tabreez, Resht, and ebran, while Kum, on whose market there aro 
almost as many Russian aS English goods, is already to be no longer under Russian 
control. 

“If the views of the British Government are of this kind, a frank exchange of 
opinion on the subject of Persian affairs would lead to nothing. 

“We do not want a recognition of our rights in Northern Persia, as we are already 
secure of this, and we could not agree to the exclusive right of England to Southern 
Persia. ‘The importance which Mesopotamia will acquire when the Bagdad Railway is 
constructed would force us to follow the course of events in South-Western Persia with 
particular attention, and what would Northern Persia be to us if we had not even the 
remote possibility of reaching the Ocean and of taking part in the political life of the 
South? 
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“We want no divisions, and si d cannot even in principle allow the 
recognition of the right of Russia to interfere in the affairs of Souther Persia and of 
the Persian Gulf, one must drop the idea of an Agreement which would define the 
spheres of influence in the dominions of the Shah, ‘This does not, of course, exclude the 
possibility or impair the use of an exehange of opinions, for it fs evident that England 
does understand the whole nature and the historical necessities of our Oriental poli 





No. 
Sir N.O'Conar to the Marquese of Salisbury. —(Received May 21.) 


10,172) 

y Lori, Constantinople, May 14, 1900. 
ON receiving your Lordship’s telegram stant, I desired Colonel 

Ponsonby to call al once on the Minister of War, Riza Pasha, and inform him that a 

report from Aden liad confirmed our previous intelligence that the ‘Tur 

which complaint was made is within the limits of the Haushabi territory and is: g: 

by Turkish infantry. He wa nind his. Excellency of his promise, and press for the 

withdraval of the troops in question into ‘Turkish territory and for the demolition of 

the fort, 

Colonel Ponsonby reported to me on the Sth instant that Riza Pasha had objected 
to raise the question again on his own authority, inasmuch as Abdullal Pasha, the 
‘Nurkish Commander-in-chief in the Yemen, had already formally denied the truth of the 
reports Which Ind reached Aden on the subject, aud to. renew the in 

) insulé whieh his Excellency 
, that T should state the ease off 


(h 


T accordingly explained what had passed to the Minister of Roreign Affairs, who at 
onee winte to the Grand Vizier with a view to Riza Pasha being directed to insist on the 
demolition of the fort by Abdullah Pasha, and the withiraval of his troops to Turki 

ory ; and T now learn from the Grand Vizier that, as Abdallah Pasha por 

denial of the imith of our intelligence from Aden, his Highness has telegraphed to 
the Vali of the Yomen for further information. His Highness promised, on receiving a 
roply, (0 consider the matter with a view to instructing the Minister of War in the sense 
ilosived, 

On learning the tenour of the Vali’s reply L shall have the honour to report further 
fo your Lordship. 

Lhiave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 50, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
ntidential,) 
ty Foreign Office, May 22, 1900, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 16th instant, Tain 
of Salisbury to trinsmit to you, to be laid hefore Lord G. Fi 
and of n telegrain from Mer Majesty’s Ambassulor at Constantinople,? rs 
t cal tohave been ereoted by Turkish troops within Hanshabi territory. 
N, O'Conor inquires whether he should ask the Ottoman Government to 
appoint a Joint Commission of Inquiry, warning them that if the matter is not 
settled distur! arise, and the fort may he demolished by the Hanshabi, 
whom Her Majesty's Government may find themsttyes hound by ‘Treaty to support, 
T am to request that Lord G. Hamilton will fayour Lord Salisbury with his 
‘opinion on Sir N, O’Conor’s suggestion. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) Y, H. SANDERSON. 


* Nos. 56 and 83, 


No. 60. 
Ladin Office to Foreign Office (Received May 24.) 


India Office, May 22, 1900. 

M directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to: acknowl 
the receipt of your letiers of the 9th April and 4th May relative fo the requ 
the Persian Government to be supplied with material for the construction of the 
proposed telegraph line to Baluchistan, 

2, In reply, Lam directed to state that Lord George Hamilton would be prepared 
to render this assistance if the Persian Government allowed the construction of the + 
ine to be carried out bya small staff temporarily lent by the Tudo-European Telegraph 
Department, and further permitted the line, when constructed, to be worked by 
Armenian and Porsi signallers, subjects of the Shah, but in the employ of the Indo- 
ph Department, 

His Lonlship understands that in the present disposition of the Per 

ment such conditions might be accepted, and it has been suggested that, during, 
the visit of the Shaly this summer, it may be found possible to persuade Elis Majesty. 
to suction the construction of the line on these terms, 

Tam, 6 


(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 





No, 61, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received May 25.) 
Admiralty, May 22, 1900. 
ied by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
information of the Secretary of Stato, extracts from a letter from the Commander 
hief on the East Indies Station, dated the 23rd April, relating to affairs in the 
Porsian Gulf. 
\ similar communication has been made to the India O 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGRI 


Inelosure in No, 61, 
Rear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 


) F * Holipse," at Trincomalee, April 2%, 1900. 
THEE “Gilyak” left Colombo for China on the 19th April reported in 
not take the cont Imded at Bunder 
fore quitting the Gulf, and it is still on shore. Lan informed by the Senior 
that the new Governor who has arrived at Bunde ted he has 
wctions as to its dispo rumoured. 
the Russian Governn Persian Govern 
nieut for its value, they having refused fo stom it, had previously x 
tion similar to that contained in their Lordships’ telegram No. 84 regard 
suppose to have been sent to Ormuz by the“ Gilyak,” and directed the Senior Naval 
eer e result of his inquiries direct to their Lordships, who will have 
the rumour was unfounded. 
compliance with their Lordships" telegram No. 24, I divected Her Majesty's 
) “Sphinx” to pay a casual visit to Koweit, Her report of proceedings was for- 
dled in my submission of the 7th April, 1900. 





Mrs Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received Muy 28.) 


(No. 88. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 2, 1900. 
~ WIM reference to my despatch: No, 23 of the 4th April, on the subject of the 
extension of the telegraph lines 1 have the honour to inform your Lordship that au intiniae 
tion hus been conveyed to me from the Minister of Telegraphs to the effect that he has 
ved the Shab's orders to carry out the proposed extension himself, He caused me to 
normed that he would be glad to ree lish assistance, and that if the British 
cerial he would take British advice in the 
snission of En 
Sndr-i-\ am had already made a sitilae proposal suggesting that repayment for the 
should he secured by withholding the rent due fom the telegraph d 
rendered, so thit the transiction could not be regarded, properly speaking, as a loan, 
His Hiatness added that while the Persiin Government was teluctant tobe exposed to « 
repetition of the Graves incident, which was possible as long as British teles 
officials wore sent to dingetous districts, they would have no. objection to the presen 
in the various offices of natives ot Parsees trained on the English telegenph line. 

Thaye been in conmunieation with Mr. Barker, the Director of the Tehran branch of 
the telegraph department, He has informed me privately thi ion, if we pro 
vided telegraph posts amd wine, we should be allowed to construct the line and work it, 
maintaining it at our own cost but paying rent, part of which could be retained towards 
repayment of expenditure, At the same time he begued me to keep in mind, first, that as 
the live is terely alternative to the Bushiye li it would not carry fresh traffic 
trafic receipts will be econily, that if it is to serve as ay alternative line " 

ings oflicials will bo required nt excl station ; third inenians and 
vs Would he afiaid to serve in dangerous districts, and that Persian employés are not 
to be depended on for the regular and quick ttansnission of telezrams. He asked me, 
However, to eneour the Minister of Telegraphs to make farther overt T have 
Hot, however, received any further communications from bin, and I do not think it 
audyisible to appear to press the matter too strongly. — will at one 
Lordship and the Indian Governmont is to any further communications which T may reecive 
fioni the Minister of Telegraphs. 

‘Phe Indian uinent desired that Me, James, who was sent to Charbar in 
connection with the proposed telegraph ostension, should reecive permission to proceed 
inland, 4 

Captain, Schneider called at the Foreign Oftice and explained that, while understanding 
and aceeptingg the Shati's refasal of our proposal, Her Majesty's Leuati nxious 
that Mr. James should receive the same facilities for travel in the interior as were 
allowed the Russian engineers, ‘The Shah’s message of refusal applied to railways and 
telegraphs alk ei 

Mushirsed-Dowleh sent twice to this Legation to inquire what was the object of 
smes’ mission, and whether British Goverament intended to persist in their 
sclieme in spite of the Shah's re 

Texplained that as the Shah was master in his own dominions, there could be no 
doubt as to the purport of his retusa, 0 
thu tia of other persons, who, as his Exeelleney had explained to me, had every 
to travel and anake inquiries in the Shabi's empire. 

‘A telwstatn, wis finally procured and sent through, Her Majesty's Legation instructing 
the Governor of Kerman’ to order the local authorities at Bam and Bampur to give 

to Mr, Jamies, ait English traveller, who was also to le provided with a guard of 
ceamie] ier 

Te might be possible to induce the Persian Government to see the advantage of secur 
ing a good telegraph line for Persian purposes, and to understand the benefits, from a 
technical jew, which would result from the construction of an overland line 
Vetwcen Europe and India, But it would seems that (partly owing to newspaper articles 
frow Gennan sourecs), the Persian Government is convinced that there is a political 

i ing the proposal, and they are also with good reason afraid of the pressure 
cnt of their acceding to the proposal, would be exercised by the Russian 

Legition, who will demand similar concessions in the north. 
I fenr that this matter, like others, must await the result of the Shah's visit to 


At present the Shah’s suspicions have been aroused, and, except by personal 
0, which le here, itis unlikely that his fears will be quieted. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 63, 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 34,) 
My Lori, Tehran, May 2, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that at the end of last month a party 
of Russians arrived at Tehran, who’ were joined subsequently by others, I understand 
that some of them were Russian engineer officers. ‘They brought uniforms and surveying 
instraments with them. ‘The Russian Colonel of the Cossack regiment obtained trans- 
port for them, and arranged for an escort of Persian Cossacks, On the Sth April a party 
of eleven, with servants and a guard, started for the south. A second detachment of 
Cossacks was sent alter them, It was stated (as 1 heard by members of the party) that 
two of them were to go to Kerman, two to Yezd, three to Bunder Abbas, two to Bushire, 
and two were to stuy in Ispahan, ‘They also stated that they were to be met by other 
parties of engineers and surveyors, who were tobe landed in the south by a Russian gun 

oat, 

Mr. Ford, on his journey from the south, met the party a short: way south of Mehran, 
Their escort consisted of about, sixty Cossacks. They were engaged in examining, the 
ground, making inquiries as to the resources and products of the country, and collecting 
general information. About a week afterwards an English gentleman met the party a few 
days’ journey north of Ispahan, ‘They wore fewer in number, Some, it appeared, had 
brinclied off in the direction of Hamadai 

Her Majesty's Consul, ‘Tabreez, reported on the Sth April that the route between 
Tabreez and the Russian frontier was being carefully resurveyed, and the Russian 

% were provided with a guard and letters of recommendation by the Persian 


‘ors are also busy in Khorasan, making Meshed their head-quarters, 

Some weeks ago a Russian traveller appeared in Shiraz, who was evidently collecting 
information as to the resources and topography of the ueighbourhood, and subsequently: 
proceeded to the south. 

‘These proceedinzs naturally attracted some attention, One of my colleagues 
questioned the Russian Minister, who professed eutire iguorance of the object of these 
investigations, but stated his belief that the so-called officers were botanists, ‘The Russian 
Consul at Ispahan denied any knowledge of their intended axtival. 

In conversation with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh [alluded to the subject, and asked him 

xplain to me who these reputed engineers were, and what was the object of 
He said the Persian Government could not prevent travellers, of whatever 
iting the country und collecting information. He had provided one 
Is letters to Meshied, another one with letters to Kermanshab, When the news ar 
of the departure of the larger party for Ispahan, I asked his Excellency whether hi 
any information as to the movements of this third party, He sild, with evident 
would take another occasion to explain, when he could see me alone, 
‘The Sadr-i-Azam expressed his wonder at the reports circulated in ‘Tehran and the press, 
and asked me what could possibly be the object of railway engineers coming to this 
country when it was notorious that for ten years the Shaly hud bound himself to allow no 
railways to be constructed in Persia. 
_ ,, Subsequently reports reached me from Kerman, and a source usually well-informed 
in Tehran, that coal had been landed in Bunder Abbas, and transferred in a hoat flying the 
Russian flag to the Island of Ormuzd. 

Teappears that this rumour was based on the fact that the Russian gun-boat had 
more coal than she wanted, and had left some behind. Iregrct that L was misled, and 
have misinformed your Lordship, but, in view of the confirmation of the other reports, I 
thought it my duty to telegraph this last and most serious statement for inquity, 

1 will not fail to keep your Lordship informed of the movements of the parties who are 
travelling in the south. In the meantime, I hear thata high Russian official has arrived at 
Resht (where six engineers are busily surveying), and after a short stay and a journey to 
the interior, returned to Russia. 4 


{a6is} Q 
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erson, styling himself an employé of the Ministry of Finance, is now in Tebran. 
He Shey a : for carriage bie rode, connectit stara with Ardabil, and Askabad 
with Sebzervar, thus completing the road communication south of the Caspian vid Kazvin 
and ‘Tehran from ‘Transeaueasia to Transcaspia, He is at present unable to continue his 
labours, for alter a severe drinking bout he attempted suicide, and is. 
Baer by recent experience with the Russian loan, it would seem possible that 
the Ministry of Finance or Wat, or the financial group which provided the fi 
Joan, is acting independently of the Russian Foreign Office, and is taking step: 
to railway construction, perhaps in understandi 
sent to fgrant no. 
Concessions, whatever Peet 
ned) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 4, 


Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Silisbury.—-(Received May 28.) 


(No, 80; Soorety ae 
My Lori, ity Apri 
TPA sha nanan teach oreacetO Te cipt of your Lordship’s telegea 
tho dt instant, instructing me to remind the Persian Government of the promise given by 
the lite Shuly that Great Hvitain sball have priority in the construction of « southern railwa 
‘Pelran, that if a concession for railways is to othersin the north, a simil 
on shall be granted to anf isli Company in the south, and that no southern railway 
concession shall he granted to. any foreign Company without consul 
sores elcwing dy Lene nb te Shukla Pari, oct d asked hin if His 
Majesty was aware of the prowise given hy his lato fathes, informing him that your 
ship liad instructed He to remind! the Persian Government of its existence, ted 
Ont that thy presence OF hirge jmitios of Russian engineers in the country wa 
Inucl attontion, dnd that jt was tiot unnaturally inferred that Russia hail obtained some 
vailway concessions. he | Tul a ls Shalt ponalub esa rie 
one, [informed him that it was in His Majesty's own handwriting, and was regarded | 
cat Lordship as a formal pledge still binding, ‘The HMakim-ul-Mulk said to me with 
‘emphasis, “be sure the Shah's sees it.” 1 informed hin th 
int fovmral tote to the Minister for Foreign Astairs, with a written 
brought to the Shati’s knowlede 
| accordingly clea on the Mii 
inclosing copy of the Royal Autograph, 
Henin tee that he was Nene a the existence of the promise, and that the Shah 
ad already bee! rmed of it, * 
BEI ROK a ao ridge al eel one Oe 
éommonieation, informing hin that Thad presented it officially ot the Foreign Office. His 
Highiniess opened and vend the document, but before he reached the end of it observed, 
“This is my own child. It was T who obtained this autograph from the late Shab for the 
British Legation, Ie wns suoat reluctantly given, amd, more shan this, about five months 
‘iyo T requested. the Minister for Foreign Atfairs to go to the Shab and tell His Majesty 
that tho British: Lex sessed this autograph promise of his father. 1 did not wish to 
“ro myself” 
Mo mltis Highness then proceeded to state that the Foreign Office eopy had probably been 
fost, but that he well remembered the sense of it, and that he had taken measures that the 
Shahi should be informed, He promised to communicate the text to His Majesty, and 
‘isked if there was any objection to his informing the Russian Legation; [told His Highness 
i hjection to this. a Pe * A 
sae arog sherri is Cloak action ta aloft We sutject in conversation with the 
Russian Minister, who said that he was aware of the Shah's promise, but that there 
qs No occasion to quote it at present, as there was no question of a Russian railway 
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erience having shown very clearly that communications from the Bi 
Legation, however important, were withheld from the Shah, I thought it well to. take 
farther precautions. Having received, as I reported to vour Lordship, some private 
communications from the Shoa-us-Sultaneb, the Shah's son, T thought at frst that 1 could 
ascertain through his Imperial Highness whether the Shah was really aware of the docu- 
ment or not. 

But I was informed that His Imperial Highness had fallen under suspicion on 
account of reputed Epstish sympathies, and would be afraid to make any communication 
to the Shah from which it could be suspected that he had relations with Her Majesty's 
Legation. T was also informed by Dr. Adcock that if I asked for an audience from 
the Shah for the purpose of ascertaining personally whether the document had been 
communicated, the state of His Majesty’s health was such that it would be doubtful 
whether the fear of a pol ww, Especially in such a light 9g the SadisicAzam would 
Probably throw upon my intentions, would not have an unfortunate and even dangerous 
effect. 

Dr, Adeock also sai thest degree unadvisable that he should 
be the bearer of a message from Hor Majesty's Legation, Under these circumstances, and 
n accordance with his advice, I addressed to the Hakim-uleMulk a letter in Persian, 
written by Mr. Grab ion to the SudrsieAzamn 
ind Minister for Foreign Affairs, but T pointed out how unfortunate it would be for the 
Shah's honour ond dignity if an arrangement were ninde with a foreign Government, 

stent with «formal pledge made by his fither, and thatit was of the greatest importance 
that His Majesty should be made aware of it, At the same time 1 explained that while L 
felt the importance of making sure that the Shah knew of this document, 1 did not wish to 
agitate His 1 it his present. state of health by forcings on him w politieal discussion, 
and 1 therefore asked the Hakim-ul-Mulk himself, at the proper tine and season, to make 
sure that the docainent. had been communicated, 

This letter was given to the doctor through the Nasr-uleMall, who accompanies’ the 

aiy to Europes interpreter, and to whom I showed it, 

1 dock fold me that tho Hakin-uleMulk kad explained the 

il that His Majesty had seen the document. 

On the 11th April, alter the Shal” had received the Corps Wiplomatique, to take 
Jeave of them Liefore his journey, Lasked for the customary farewell audience for Mv. Rord, 
who is arope. ‘The Minister for Porcizn Aitnies, to whoin 1 hud addressed the 
sustal written request, had not foiwarded i, aul f obtained the required pemafasion through 
the Master of the Cercmonies, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh raised sone objection on the: 
ground of His Majesty's fitigue, 

T said that { merely wished to fullil a customary form, and had no desire to trouble 
His Majesty. 

While we were talking, the Shalt sent for me, and received the members of Her 
Majesty's 1 i 

L conveyed to {lis Majesty your Lordstip's friendly message, ‘Nhe Shuli expressed 
bis gratification, and L withdre 

‘Phe Sade-i-Azam accompanied me to the door, and said to me s— 

“Tis Majesty hus seen your communication and his father's autograph. His Majesty 

| that it was a binding document, but that there could be no question of any railway 
concession, either in north or south, for ten years: If the others take any measures, we 
will show them this wutograph. Rest assured that there is no cause no 

As soon as the Sadi-i-Azam hud ceased speaking, the Musbir-ed-Dowleh came up and 

d that what the Sadr-i-Azan had just told me was the answer to. the communication L 
had made to him officially, 

five next evening Dr. Adesek informed me that the Shah had sent for him into the 
women's apartments and had said to him very serious) 

shi Chargé d'Aiires that am inuch gratified at Gord Salisbury's 
message, iments towards England have not changed, and that Iam and will 
remain a friend to England 

Thave since learnt trom the Nasr-ul-Mulk, who went 1 see the Shab at his « 
outside thie town, that there is no doubt that His Ma fully avare of the obligation 
Incurabent on hin in consequence of his father's promise, and that there is, at present ut 
Teast, no fear of his forgetting it, 

T have entered into these circumstances in some detail, as they throw an interesti 
light on the situation of the Shah and the present Government of Persia, ‘The Shali i 
weak in health, nervous, aad timid; he is in the hands of the Sadr-i-Azim, of whom he is 
afraid, and who does his best to close all avenues of approach to His Majesty except 
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throuch himself; but be seems to retain some wish for niependence, aud it is stil possible 
that his European journey miy increase this desire and give him the will and the courage 


to carry out a policy of his own. ene 1 
jgned) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 65. 


Br, Spring-Rico «0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 37. wets 
My Lord, A . ae 5, May a tee 
WITH reference to my inmmediatery preceding despateh, T have the honour to 
your Lordship that T have learnt on the best authority that the Sadre-Azam offered a con- 
Faerable sum to the HakimuleMulk, inclosed in a snuff box, with the request that he 
his influence with the Shab . ca 

a ee ie vant the Nasreule Milk from accompanying His Majesty on his journey. 

ty to proceed to St. Petersburgh before going to France for 


‘Phe Hakim-uleMulk showed the letter to the Shah, kept the snufftbox, and returned 


he art Shah's object in taking the N uleMulk, to Burope isto have an interpreter 
with bi who is inlependent of the Sad-i-Azumn's influence, | Mhe step taken by the Sade 
Z-Azain would seen to innply thutit i desired o obtain trom the Sha in St. Petersburgls 
some pledge or other which would make His Majesty"s interviews in the rest of Europe 
jacttous from the Sudr-i-Azan’s point of views 
T understand that the Shah's father pledged himself dari 
burg not to dismiss his Prine Minister. 


his last visit to St. Peters- 


Lhave, Se. 4 = 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 66, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received May 28.) 


Tehran, May 2, 1900, 
y Lordy , y 

i i erm No, 31 relative to the movements of Rusian 
gers in Persia, Ihave the honour, to inform your Lorshi that on the 30th Ape 

ad an interview on the subject with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. . 
ro aad has Baeelteney if ue could tell-me anything of the proceedings of the partes 
which went south, He told me he had no news, and asked me rather anxiously if 1 coald 

1, i 

sete A (on the authority of Drs Aganoor, who is Acting Britis: Consul at Iepatian), 
that a party of Russians avvived thereon the 1Sth ultimo, accompanied by a guard of som 
fiftcen or twenty Persian Cossacks, His Excellency expressed the great apps west he 
mention of the soldiers, Were they Russians? I sud thot they belonged to the Persian 
Cossack regiment stationed at Tehran, He took sote vf the statement, and asked again 
{were sure of the fet, 1 informed ity that a member of Her Majesty's Legation had 
met the party on the road, that another English gentleman had talked with them an 
seen their surveying instruments, that the party and the guard together were very numerous, 
and thot their movements seemed to be exciting general remark, paneees 
‘The Typahan party, T continued, consisted of seven persons who wore staying at the 
Rossin Consulate with « young Armenian, the son of an officer in the Cossack, brigade 
ag interpreter, One was an engineer, one a geographer, another a Delegate isis Ne 
Russian Minister of Finance (who said that he was going to Shiraz and thenee to Bunder 
‘Abbas), another an officer who was bound for Shuster and Mohammerah vit the Bakhtiari 
couutry. a - 
‘the Mushir-ed-Dowleh said, with every appearance of astonishment, that be had not 
hnard one word tts font the Russian Minister and that be hal wot even been eonsalted 
he 1b of the Persian soldiers. 
= eee ine the sters acted independently of oue another, and that 
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it was quite possible that the Ministries of Finance or War had not informed the Ministry. 
for Foreign Affairs. The Russian Colonel had made the arrangements for the journey of 
his compatriots, and had provided the escort from his own regiment, 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowieh said that the matter was a grave one, He would have the 
party watched and speak to me again on the subject 

‘The impression 1 gathered from the interview was that he was sincere in saying that 
hie had no official information, and was seriously annoyed, 'The guard must have been sent 
with the knowledge and consent of the Sadr-i-Azam, who appears to have ordered 
the Minister for Forcign Affairs to provide letters of introduction for the Russian 
travellers to Meshed, Ispahan, and Kermanshah, but to have given hitm no further infor- 
mation, 

‘The conversation then turned on the reported grant of a railway Concession to Russia, 
from Kiakhta to Peking, and the exclusive railway rights claimed in Northern Anatolia, 
‘The Minister followed the projected lines upon the map, and asked eagerly for any inforinn 
tion I might be able to give him. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECLL SPRING-RIOE, 





No. 67. 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 2, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Shah left U'chran on. the 
12th April, ond is now on his way to Tabrecz, Besides a following of 6,000 or 6,000 
soldiers and camp followers, he is siccompanied by a suite of twenty-six persons, 

them the only person in whom the Sadr-ieAzamn can have confidence fs the 
Mohandis-ul-Mamalek, one of his private 8 ies the fidelity of the other is doubtful, 
and he is being sent off to America, Phere are well-founded rumours of « dispute between 
the Sadr-i-Avam and the Hakim-uleMulk, who has been raised to a hizher raul. 

‘The Government is left in the hands of a Council of twelve, mutually jealous of one 
another, under the nominal presidency of the Sh nel, the Shal’s. younger son, 
who is about 22 years old, and has recently return Europe, 

In the course of an i ich His Imperial Highness granted me, he informed 
me that he was about to introduce many reforms, notably that of celerity in the dispatch 
of business. But it is understood that the real munageiment of affairs is ih the hands of 
the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who, however, is affaid to compromise himself by any overt act 
or statement, It was intended to establish a large camp near the town for which purpose 
the Commander-in-chiel received a large sum of money, He hus not devoted this to the 
purpose intended, and there is great discontent among the sol 

It is feared that this discontent and the mutual jealousies of the members of the 
Council may lead to disturbances, especially as the energetic Minister of Police has wiven 
in his resignation, We may hope, however, that if rain falls and the plague does not come 
to Tehran the summer will pass quictly, 

ancial affairs are in the hands of M, Naus, Silver ingots to the value of 500,000, 
are on their way to ‘Tehran, 

On this a considerable loan bas already been raised, About. 70,0001, have beot 
reserveil for the expenses of the Shah's journey outside Persia and of the suum realized 
hy the loan, not more than 300,000!. will remain after the Shah's return, 

Considerable sums have been expended on the Mullahs to reconcile them to His 
‘Majesty's departure, 

Troubles aie reported from Hamadan in consequence of a dispute between Bubis and 
Mollabs, and there is preaching going on in Ispaban against the missionaries, 

It is generally believed that the Russian Colonel of the Cossack Brigade is the one 
stable clement and the real authority in Persia, He hi ts in every district—the Babiy 
especially are devoted to him—his Soldiers are in the suite of every provincial Governo 

{isis} R 














and Russian engineers and financial agents are traversing the country 
under protection of escorts provided by Colonel Kosakowski. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRENG-RICE. 


in every direction 





No. 68. 


Mr. Spring-Rice lo the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received May 28.) 


(No. 41) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 2, 1900, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of news respecting 
events in Persia, which lins heen compiled by Captain Schncide: 
Thave, 
(Signed) ECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnelosure in No, 68. 
Monthly Summary. 


‘the Persian nowsewriters continue to send in letters containing, aecounts 
of the movements of small bodies of Russian troops, from Krusnovodsh, 
Ashkobid, Mery, and Shaik Snatd, Whe Persiat mind seems to he full of the 

immedi Kyom tivo sepanite sourees, whieh both 


the gayrigon of SI id seoms to be ubout 3,000 infantry, 00 Cossaeks, and 


200 tutillerymen s Inemcks: are heing constructed thes 
phuined towords the Afghan frontier, 

Cuptain Whyte, in contiination of his telextatn last month, Writes to, Meshed thet he 
nowle y oF excitement during his journey to. Krasnovadsk, 
Was there: diny Russians or Arnienians about the reported advance on 
Herat. He is inuch inclined to doubt whether 10,000 men have passed. throush 
Krasnovadsk 

This reported that the Russians ans desfrous of veplacing, with their own Cossacks, 
the Persian Cossucks, somo fifty-cizht inen, employed ih the dam, Bakhura, Khatt, and 
"Tarbateiet aidan districts, 

Mo de Castaigne, the Belgian Customs official, is reported as being in constant 
communication with the Russian officials. 

Tohrvn—Uhe town is in 4 tairly quiet condition; a few robberies are reported as 
wiving occurred, ‘Che Shab is reported to bo travelling very slowly towards the Russian 
frontier he is much hampered by the enormous nuber of followers who aecompany hin 
Lis Inperial Majesty is reported to be in much better health than when he was 
Tehean, 

A large camp has been formed about 4 wiles outside the city walls for the garrison. 
‘The soldiers have, it is said, been partially paid the arrears of their pay; the Persian War 
Ofice officials awe reaping & yich harvest from the mouvy given to them for the 
soldiers; the Minister of War is reported to have ulready peeulated to the amount of 
40,000 dollars. 

Rain has fallen during the inonth, and the crops in the vicinity are looking well; but 
nore rain is badly needed. Prices of food-stuflS are very high, and much misery prevails 
among the poorer Tera 

fspalim—Dr. Aganoor, the Acting Consul, reports the presence of a party of 
Russians, who are staying with Prince Dabija, the Russian Consul; the party numbers 
some seven, und are accompanied by fifteen Persian Cossieks; among them are an 
engineer, a surveyor, a medical man, an official from the Ministry of Finance, and a 
uilitary officer; the former says that he is going to Bunier Abbas, and afterwards goes 
on to Indias the latter travels through the Bakhtiari country. 


for the troops, and a cart road 


63 


‘The Church Missionary Society have again been the canse of some anxiety; the 
Acting Consul, however, thinks that the matter has ended. 

Crops are reported to be doing well, and prices, though high for Ispahan, are not 
abnormally so. 

Resht—Some excitement has been caused by the accidental shooting of a Persian by 
a Dr, Halipius, an Ottoman subject; the affair as settled by an indemnity of 600 tomans 
to the victim's relatives; the doctor placed hiniself under the protection of the Russian 
Consul, although Ottoman subjects are supposed to be under British protection. 

‘The new custom-house arrangements under Belgian officials are said to be working 
smoothly. - 

‘Whe transport contractor is said to be losing a good deal of money over the post road 
between Resht and Tehran, 

Shiraz—The new Governor appointed at the “No-ruz” on the 21st March has not 
yet taken up his duties; he is now on his way. The city is reported to be in a somewhat 
iisturbed condition, Disorders occurred at Passa and Istabanad, 

Rain is mgently needed for the spring erops, and prices are high for a district which 
is ordinarily one of the ch 

‘The merchants have been agitating against the imposition of a 5 per cent. duty on all 
goods imported ; the order was eventually rescinded. 

Kerman—Major Sykes, who recently visited Yer, reports that he was able to be 
of assistance to the Tmperial Bank of Persia in settling some of their ontstanding claims. 
Major Sykes has returned to Kerman, 

Kermaishch.—Intelligence was received that the plague had broken out in the 

ivetion of the Turkish frontier; a doctor was sent to see it this was really the ease, and 
reported that tliere was no doubt as to the disease. It is said that plague has existed in 
the district for many fact, tat it is “endemic,” 

Bushive—Colonol Meade, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, having proceeded 
on leave, his place has been taken by Captain Kembill, 

‘There are matiy complaints as to the inefliciency of the local authoritioss itis next 

sible to get any attoution paid to claims for" the numerous sobberies which take 
there, both on the island and in the eustom-house. 

‘The Persian Governincut hive now instituted  systeny of passports, and until these 
Regulations are known in Iudia there is fikely to bo a good deal of friction in their working. 
opies of the Regulations for distiibution to the offiecrs concerned have heew asked for, 
but have not yet be ved, 

(Signed) G. V. SCUNEIDER, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché, 
Tehran, April 30, 1000 





No. 69, 


Mrs Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Sulishury.—(Received May 28,) 


(No. 42.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 2, 1900, 
T HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of the oficial programme of the visit of 
His Imperial Majesty the Shah to. Europe. 
T have, &e. 
ined) CEOIL SPRING-RICH, 








is 
Tnclosure in No. 69, 
Ovrictat, Programme of His Imperial Majesty the Shah's Journey. 


(ranslation,) 





Baden 8 
Posen, 


Sih Di 
Korneh 
Khoren Diveh 


Sarehiont 
Samilaba 
Miavioh 


Ch 
Mokhineh Dash 
ai Agha 
Sieaba 


Mu wo 
dat tn 
ie d i 

Sl (in 

ee 

A lies 


Mavand 
Tabru 





Voth oping fv tho Peralan f iio to follow this ie ae mar an apypraics tothe original 
1G oan ge ENON! a 
(Signed) SCHNEIDER, Captain, 
: assistant Military Attaché, Tehran. 
‘Tehran, April 80, 1900. 





No. 70, 


List of Personages uccompunying His Iuporial Majesty the Shak to Europe: 1900. 


(Compited by G. Grahame, Esq., and Captain ©. V, Schneider.) 
1. His Highness Amin-es-Sultan, Sadr-i-Azam, GOB, &e 
Ali Asghar, son of the former Aminees-Sultan (Agha Tbrahimn Khan), w vill 
from being a servant in the Royal stables rose to be a Minister of State. 
‘he prescut Amin-es-Sultan began his career at Court at the age of about fifteen as 
Chamberlain, became Chief of Commi 
‘death that of Amin-es-Sultan, 
ye Minister in 1885, with title of Vazir it 
i-Azam. Accompanied the late Shah n 1873, 1876, and 1889, 
sorbed all powwer and. office ismissedl the 24th November, 1896, and 
ished to Kum. Recalled to ‘Tehran on the fill of the Amin-ed-Dowleh in. 1898, he 
sumed the office of Prime Minister. On the 14th August, 1898, he received the style 


5 


of Sadr-i-Azain, Concluded the Russian Loan of 1899, Is more ambitious than avaricious ; 


has a bluff and genial manner which is very deceptive, Speaks a little French, Age 
about 45. 


His Highness Hakim. a ister of Court), 
itza Mahmoud Khan, is a Tabreezi by origin. Studied medicine in ‘ehran, 
Succeeded his father as confidential doctor to the Vali-And (now Shah in Tabreez, and has 
continued to hold that position since the ValicAhd became Shab, ‘The stories of his 
immense wealth are probably exaggerations ; the rich widow of a Shirazi, whom he is said 
to have married (ef. Colonel Picot’s biographical notes, page 43), in reality married his 
nephew. 
Has hitherto held aloof from polities, and kept apparently, at least, on friendly terms 
with the Sadr-ieAzam, Recently he is stid, however, to be endeavouring to undermi 
of the latter, with a view to taking his place, As a first step towards this, he 
March 1900, the high office of Vavir-i-Darbar, and is said to covet the title 
of Mushit-i-Azam. Is supposed to be forming « coalition with the Tabreezi party, Is 
said to be friendly to Englaud, Is sending his eldest son, a boy of about 10, to Europe 
(probably to England) to be educated, Speaks French. Afge about 88, 


3. His Excellency Nassir-el-Mulk, G.CMLG., & 

Abul Kassin Khan, grandson of the former Nassir-cl-Mulk (Mohamed Khan), of 
aan old and wealthy family of Hamadan, where he owns large landed property, Went to 
Europe in 1878; educated at Balliol College, Oxford took a Degren $ rota ersiaj 
served in the Foreign Office, and subsequently under his grandfather: in Khor: 
Received the title of Mushir-iHuzur, and on his grandfather's death, that of Nassir-el- 
Mulk. Accompanied the late Shah to Europe in 1889, and received K.C.M.G. In 1896 
was made Chief of Arsenals, Tn 1807 was sent on special Mission to several European 
Courts to announce the accession of Muzatti-ed-din-Shab, Was Vazit-i-Daftar (Minister 
of Finance) during the Premiership of Amin-de-Dowleh. Tn 1898 when the {att 
superseded by the present $ ati, Nassir-el-Mulk continued to hold the position of 
a Minister, but without 0 portiolio, He is said now to be inclined towards the Hakin-ol 
Fulks Is ascholar rather than a man of action; is reputed to be very stingy. 
Speaks French, English, and Ago about 4 


4, His Excellency Zahir-ed-Dowleh, Minister of Ceremonies. 
Khan Kajar, son of the former Zahfr-ed-Dowleh (Mohammed Nassa Khan), 
Was Minister of Ceremonies and a personal favourite of the fate Shah, and has continued 
to hold both these positions under the present Shals Inherited considerable 
from lis father, but has dissipated most of it, Tn 1880 snarled a 
Shal Cultivates urt and learn 3 has « fine library, Keeps aloof from intrigue, is 0 
eypher politically; speaks Persian only, Age about 40. 


His Highness Movassak-cd-Dowleh, Lord Chamberlain and Intendant of the 
rte 
Maghrur Mirza, is of Royal birth, being a grindson of Fath Ali Shah. Belongs to 
rect party; was Intendunt to Muzatiir-ed-Din, when he was Vali-Ahd in Tabreze, 
and came with him to Tehran; speaks Persian and 'Purkish only, Age about 42, Has 
jarried one of his sons to a daughter of the Shah, 


6, His Excellency, Vazir-icHumayoun, Minister of Posts. 

Mehdi, Khan, son of Kerrukh Khan, who concluded the ‘Treaty of 1857 between 
England an: Persia, and brother of Modven-ed-Dowleb, the present Minister of Commeres 
Belongs to the old ‘family, Is the Court Jester, and on this account a favourite 
of the Shah. i inister of Posts in 1899. Carries no weight politically, 


7. His Fxecllency Amir-Bahddur-Jang, Chief of the Shal’s escort, 

Hassan Pasha Khan, son of the late Muhammed Sadik Khan, of Kara-Dagh, in 
Azerbaijan, possessed a fine voice and a gift for reciting Persian poetry, particularly 
Firdousi. ‘This accomplishment. secured him the post of head of the travelling escort, to 
the Shahi (then Vali-Ahd), in whose service he has now been for about fourteen years. 

Is represented to be a simple-minded, fairly honest Turk. 


8. Son Execllence Sardar-i-Mokarram, “ Chef de la Maison Militaire de Sa Majesté 
Tere Minister of the Arsenal.” Aide-de-eamp-in-Chiet to His Imperial Majesty. 
1618 Ss 
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Mirza Karim Khan, native of Firwzkab, of a very good family. Was Military 
‘Attaché to the Persian Legation in Paris, 1882-84. Has travelled in different parts of 
Euro} accompanied the late Shah on one of his visits to Europe and England. Was at 
ove time Governor of Firuzkub, and subsequently Director of the Military College in 
Tehran, Received Sir H. M. Durand for the Shah on his arrival in Tehran in 1894. 
“Appointed Chief of the Arsenal, 1898-99 

Has uo children, and devotes his means to charity. Founded a school for orphans 
(Mudrassch-i-Khirich) in ‘Tehran in 1898, and is building a hospital there, on the pattern 
of the American Mission Hospital ; is a very enlightened and well-intentioned man, but 
having been a trasted follower of Amin-ed-Dovleh, carries little weight ander the present 
régime, Speaks h. Age about 45. 


. His Excellency Mubandis-el-Mamilik, Minister of Public Works, 
M 


Mitza Nizim-ed-Din Khan, of the old Ghaffari family, Studied at the Reole 

ichnique, Paris. Distinguished himself in mathemati slated the works of 

Laplace, Sor which he received his present title from the late Shab, After a very short 

1 ‘Tehran went to Tabrecz ancl entered the service of the Vali-Akd, Subsequently 

the Confidential Secretary of the Sadi-icAzam 5 accompanied the Iate Shah to 

I Comtnissioner of the: Tips ank of Persia from 1859-96, 

fall of the Sadr-ieAzam (An jultan) ; on the return of the latter to 

power in 1508, vas wiade Minister of Public Works, He is the Butfoon and confidential 
Companion of the Sadi-ieAzim. Speaks French, Age about 56. 


10. His Excellency Vakil-ed-Dowleh, Private Secretary to the S! 
Mirza Mobammnied_ Kt ‘A Tabwwedi tobadeouist of low origin, Entered the 
Jute AnpirsieNizam, and subsequently associated with the Vakilel-Mutk 
to the Shah, 
On Vakibol-Malk’s disigerco, lie heeauie sole Secretary, Ts a man of mean eapacity, 
nilucnee over the Siiahe 


1). His Bycelleney MutakhamsedsDowleh, Aide-de-camp, General to the Shah, Mead 
of the Sadr-inzam's Chancery. 
shale Khan, aon of Abdhl Ghaui, a Pabreeri Mujlitabed of no 
Wwlueated ty Russia, and was attached to the Persian Legation there, under 
Dowlel snd Mbicl-Mulk. Spo e time in Brussels, Was recently Consul-G 
in Rgypt Owes his present. position entirely to thes unti 
placed much confidence in him. Es said to be inclined towards 
panty, for which reason the Sir appointed hin ConsilsGeneral in 
Speaks French, Russian, and a titsle English, Age nbout 36. 


12. His Excellency Mushitel-Mulk, Chef de Cabinet ie the Ministry of Foreign 
Affi 
Mirai Uassan Khun, eldest son of the present Mushired-Doteh (Mirat Nastullal 
Klinn), Educated th Russia, His father, shortly: alter his uppointncat as Mi 
Korvigh Affairs, recived the title of Mushir-cd-Dowich, and he himself re 
father's fitle oF Mushir-el-Mulk, 1s his father’s right hand, much interested in 
ugricutture and political economy. Tn 1899 he joined his father in founding a School o 
Political Science int Tehran, Is suid to incline towards the Hakim-el-Mulk’s party, 
Speaks French and Russian, Age about 27, 


18. His Fixcellency Movassak-el+Mulk, Chamberlain to the Shab, 

Seyyid Ali Khan, @ native of Tabreez, Has buen for about eight years in the service 
of the Shial in Tabrees and Tehran us “ Rahtedar, is,, Keeper of the Robes, and is said to 
have made eonsideruble profits, 


14, His Excellency Nedim-es-Sultan, Interpreter to the Shah. 

Mullah Mohammed. Was educated in the Imperial College, Tehran, Protégé of 
Kawam-ed-Dowleh, with whom he visited the last Paris Exhibition in 1890. On his 
veturn he entered the service of the Nhd, when he was styled Nedim-Bashi, Chief 
Roon-ompanion, He received his present title on the Shah's ‘accession to the 
Is reputed for his wit, which is of a seurrilogs order. 


or 


nel, Chamberlain to the Shah. 

__ Seyy wn his career 9s *Jelou-dar” (Head Groom) of the 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, son-in-law wah, Is the confidential messenger between the Shah 
and the Sadr-i-Azany, and is said to be, next to the Hakim-eleMulk, the person who enjoys 
most influence over His Majesty. 


Note,—Is at_present in Tehran (0th April), having accompanied the Shab only as 
far as Kazvin. Orders have been given to send him to Meshed, 


16. His Excellency Amir-i-Hozeat, Chamberlain, 

Assadulleh Khan, of Tabreez, Was Abdar-Bashi (Head of the private Commissariat) 
fo tke Valid i Thbrees wad ow fils he sme often here: ‘The tiles washed 
the office. 


17, Sanives-Sultaneh, 


A native of Tehran, son of u photographer to the Shab, and related to the Nizam-el- 
Mulk (Minister of Finance in 1897). 


18, Doctor Adeock, C.M.G. 
physician to His Imperial Majesty the Shah, 
years with the Shab, 


nined Ali Khan, Aide-de-camp to His Imperial Majesty 
Zaxtieira,” ise, Chief Caterer. Came with the Shal from ‘Tabreez. 


20, Abbas Kuli Mivza, Gentleman of the Chamber, 


A grandson of Fath Ali Shab, Is said to have been private telegeaphist to the Shah 
when ValieAhd at Tubreez, : ae 


21, Abdul Kassiny Khan, Gentleman of the Chamber, 
Of the Chaftari funily. Is reported to be a great wit, and to amuse the Shab, 


22. Arselan Khan, Gentleman of the Chamber, 


Son of am Armenian, of Tabreez, Is the Shah's chie’ musician, and his wnusic 


. Khizin-es-Sultan, Gentleman of the Chamber, 


Head of Gib-ieSarfy ie., Pay Department, and o notorious characte ° 
aaa y Dep a notorious character, Son of 


24, Mussadik-el-Mulk, Gentleman of the Chamber, 
‘A native of Azerbaijan. Was in the Shah's service when Vali-Ahd at Tubreez, 


5. Doctor Khalil Khan, Doctor of the Court. 
native of ‘Tehran. His father and most of his numerous brothers are doctors. He 
studied in Paris 187-91, Accompanied the § tunel on his tour in urope in 
1807-98. Is said to belong to the Hakimeol-Mulk’s party. It ig said that he will, ot h 
succeded to the latter's title. Speaks French well, and is about 85 years of age, 
26. Viconite Monteforte, Maitre des Cérémonies, 
Otherwise, “Antoine, Comte de Monteforte, Premier Drogman du 
Impérial des Cérémonies."” Is the eldest son of Count Monteforte, a Sicil 
Minister of Police in Telan. Is the Private Secretary of Zahir-ed-Dowle 
French, English, and German, Is about 28 yeurs of ax 
(Signed) ©, SCHNEIDER, Captain, Assistant Military 
Attach, Her Britannic Majesty's Legation, 
Tehran. 
GEORGE GRAMAME, Vice-Consul, Tehran. 





Sir N. O°Conor to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received May 28,) 


(No. 178.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1900." 

LHAVE the honour to transmit herwith an extract from the French newspaper 
“Servet,” stating that a battery has been ereeted at Corna, near Basta, for the defence 
of the mouth of the Shatt-ul-Armb. 

Thiave informed Fer Majesty's Consular officers at Bagdad and Basra of this 
announcement, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosine in No, 71, 
Extract from the“ Servet, 
LA défense div littoral du Golfo Persique et de Yembouchure du Chatt-cl-Arab. 


, Uno batterie a été installée iv Corna (Bussorah). Les eanons et les hommes ont 
616 pris sur le contingent de Ba 





Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Received May 28.) 


(No. 179.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1900. 
ILAVING occasion to see the Minister: for Hore ‘irs yestenilay on other 
Insiness, F thought it well to speak to his FE: y res ‘the fort which the 
Resident at Aden states hits heen constructed with i 
1 said that the Grand Vizier and the Minister of War had spoken to 
1 Ou the subject of my eal sentation, and that they were strongly apposed to 
mint which would possibly cause disturbances in those parts, Boil the 
enien and the Military Commandant assorted that no fork had heen built 
Puvkisl frontier, and, in fact, that no buildings of any kind 
Doon made, Ttwas possible, however, that some old foris, which may or may 
within the boundary claimed by the Haushabis, may have heen ocenpied by 
troops, fox in those Wesert regions a few miles less did not 
1 said that his sennirks pointed to the of delimitatin 
iis Excelleney did not seem to think t nocessiry, or that it would be an 
easy matter, At the same time, he thought that probably’ the best plan would he 
ti, send ae special gent to inquire into the exact position of the fort. 1 said that 
avone-sided inguiy would be unsatisfietory, but that « joint Commission would doubt 
less he able to decide the point in dis 
1 without consulting the Minister of War and the Grand Vizier, 
Which lw promised to do without delay 
T have no doubt my remarks’ will be reported to the Sulta 
result in the Militoy Commandant, Abdullah Pasha, receiving instructions not to 
provoke any trouble with the Haushabi tribe, seeing the interest Her Majesty's 
Government take in the matter, At any rate, the ground is now prepared for a 
proposil to delimitate the frontier in thosy parts in ease it should be deemed advisable 
to do sot some later period, 
L have, Se. 
igned) . R. O'CONOR. 
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No. 78. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeeived May 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents. his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Political Resident at Ade 28nd May, regarding the Turkish fort 
at Ad Dareja. 

India Office, May 26, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No. 73. 
Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Getegraphie. May 23, 1900, 

TP is reported now that ‘Turks have withdrawn from the fortlet near Ad 
Dareja, but they have not demolished it, T would urge that the Hanshabi Sultan be 
permitted to destroy it, to prevent reoccupation by the Turks. Repeated to Bombay, 
Political Department, 





No. 74 
Tudia Office to Foreign Office.— (Received May 30.) 


India Office, May 29, 1900. 
vonce to Mr. Berfie’s letter of the 20th December, 1898, and sub 
sequent correspondence on the stibject of the grant of the French flag to dhows owned 
by! subjects of the Sultan of Museat, Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to 
request tliat you will lay: bofore the Marquess of Salisbury: the inclosed eopy of 
scram fron) the Vieeroy 

Lord. George Hamilton's views on this subject were fully seb forth in. my letter of 
tho 23rd May, 1895, aid the endoxvour of the Political Agent to induce the’ Sultan to 
prescribe to his subjects the exclusive uso of « distinctive flag havi 
Thswccessfinl, his Lordship would he zlud to he tayoured with Lond Salishury's 
on the question whethoe the receipt from the Sultan of sucha note as his, ig 
proposes to address to. the Goverment of India would not furnish Her Majesty 
Government with a suflicient focuy stand! entitling it to intervene on behalf of the 
Sultan. 

Lor xe Hamilton surves with the Vieeroy in thinking that, if the Indi 
Government aceept from the Sultan the proposed note, it will be necessary to press 
the question with the French Government to 2 settlement. 

Lam, &c, 
Signed) A, GODLEY, 


Inclosure in No, 74. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


Telegraphic.) May 22, 1900, 
: Tat haa to report fresh development of French flag question at Musca 
Sultan has given to Political Agent draft of a letter which he is prepared to sign, 
told that it is sufficient :- 
«T have the honour to address you regarding matter of the French flags, which 
are handed about among my subjects, inhabitants of Sux, and elsewhere, You ave 
‘cognizant of the circumstances of the case, and we have many times discussed the 
Nestion, and Iam much yesed with regard to it. as it is detrimental both to my 
fhdependence and to my prestige. Moreover, quite lately, as you are probably aware, 
there have been quarrels among sections of my subjects over this matter, in that the 
tribe of Hijracen called upon Jennel inhabitants of Sur, in a threatening missive, 
to return their French papers, and I fear that harm may result, I never ora to bo 
j16is| 
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distracted by this matter of the French flag, and I have many times called upon 
French Consul to represent the matter to his Government, and to explain to them 
fully my wishes, and to obtain from them.a plain answer, but, up to the present. time, 
T have obtained nothing tangible from him, and the practice has not been put an end 
to, Now Cam aware that it is the custom for political questions hetween your two 
great Governments, in these parts, to be discussed and settled by communications 
between high officials of your respective Governments in Europe. I therefore now 

c to say, if your great Goyernment can see the way {0 disenss the question with 
the great French Government, on my behalf, with a view to effecting the removal of 
the flag now in use and the discontinuance of the practice, T shall be extremely 
grateful and obliged.” 

his request appears to supply locus stand requived by Lov Salisbury ix letter of 
20th December, 1898, Will Poreign Office now act? It seems very desirable that 
Opportnnity: should not he lost, but, if we aecopt the draft, we must see the Sultan 
through, 





No. 75. 
Memorandum by Mr. E, Rennie —{ Communicated May 330, 1900.) 


(Confidentiat.) 

ON board the steamer which left Enzeli for Baku on the Sed May, and by which £ 
welled, were clevon engi wing fo the Russian State Railway Department. 
informed that they had been enguged during the previons three months in surveying 

for « railway line alone the coast from Baku te Resht.  M told me 
that. they had reported favourably on the line as fay ay Asta but that 
ater that point there were certain difficulties, many’ mountain streains having to. be 
bridued, 

Falhsded to their presence in the course of a conversation 
Jency the Nase-ul-Mutk, who was also on honed the steamer. 
he had heard the line was to be commenced st an early di 
Railway Agreement, tothe renowail of which T had alluded, did not stand in the way of 
its construction, 

1 to Tillis with the NosreyleMulk and the Zehir 
), and inthe course of the noon of the 
rsation with the former at his hotel, His. Excellency wi 
and spoke most openly about the state of Pérsid, and nid he regretted thi 
of the eapitil had prevented his being niore intimate with the British Le 
Under the present he would not accept office, and were it not for his estates, 
whieh he was obi minister personally. he would willingly leave the country. He 
dl the present Sudi-i-Azam was doing nothing for the country, aud was completely under 
the sphere of Russian influence; andl a remark whieh T made to the effect that I thought 
that his Highness hid nt least the merit of being a hard worker and) of business 
t with an indignant denial, His Highness’ method, he said, was to do 
ct, ald then to dispose of the accumulated papers in as short a 
time and fn as enrsory a manner as possible, ‘This system, he said, greatly hampered 
the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who was honestly ansious to do his work, He dilated on the 
Sudv-i-Azan's absolute inability to speak the truth, and to his wouderfil powers of 
imagination, 

Alluding to the relations between his Highness and Her Majesty's Legation, the 
Nasr-iil-Mulk. said, “it is w question of principle rather than of person” but he added 
that the removal of the Nawah was also undoubtedly a reason lor much of the recent 
Uiffieulties of the Legation. 

With regard to the Shah's journey his Excellenoy said that he hoped that the pro 
gramme Majesty's stay in England would include a visit to Portsmouth and some 
great works such as Messrs, Armstrons’s, 

Sergeant Holland, R.E.. of the Indo-European Telegraph Department in Tehran, 
travelled with me in the train from Viadi to Moscow. He had left Tehran in the 
iniddle of April, and in the course of his journey to Baku vid Meshed-i-Sar had spent a day 
it Krasnovadsk, He suid that there was barrack accommodation there for 5,000 or 
$,000 men, figures which Colonel Beresford, Military Attaché at St. Petersburgh, 1 
believe, considers to be much over-estimated ; he saw enormous stores of grain ready for 


transport castwards, anil stated he lad heard that 2,000 men had, during the past month, 


No. 74°. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received May 80.) 


India Office, May 29, 1900. 
AM directed by Lord Geo: milton to acknowledge the receipt of 
ateil thie 22nd May, on the subject of tiie fort alleged to have boon erected in 
i territory by Turkish troops. 

With reference fo the question whether 0 Joint Commission of Inquiry might not 
bo constituted to ascertain the facts, 1 am to observe that such a proceeding could not 
fail, in the absence of » prios understanding, to raise the question whether the 
boundary shown on our maps of the Haushabi country was the correct boundary. Uf 

h Government should be willing to necept the maps drawn by the survey. 
pai 8 cl to confine the question at issue to the paint whether 
the Site of the fort the Haushabi frontier as shown on thoso 
maps, Lond George Hamilton would at once agree to. the suggestion fora Joint Com= 

i But it is improbable that the Turks would be content with an issue so 

sue of the urkish horder alongside of the whole Haushabi 

country is to bo raised, the Secretary of State would prefer that the opportunity should 

be taken for settling the frontier along the Amiri and other tribes in the vieinity of 

Aden. ‘The time, however, does not scem to be convenient for such an inquiry and 
settlement, 

In these circumstances, I am to inclose a copy of a telegram, dated the 23rd May, 
received from the Resident at Aden, which shows that the ‘Hurks sure reported to have 
withdrawn from the fort, The Resident suggests that the Haushabis should be allowed 
to destroy it. Lord George Hamilton cousiders, however, that it would be a preferable 
course for the Sultan to take quict occupation of it, and, if the Marquess of Salishiuy 
eoneurs, Si N, O'Conor might then inform the Porte of the intelligence received, and 
of the fuct that Her Majesty's Government has permitted the Haushabis to take 
possession of the abandoned position, 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLBY. 


Tnelosure in No. 74%. 


Resident at Aden to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphie.) Aden, May 23, 1900, 
Ti is reported now that'Turks ave withdrawn from the fortlet: near Addareja, but 
they have not demolished it, I would urge that the Haushabi Sultan be permitted to 
destroy it, to prevent reoccupation by the Turks. 
(Repeated to Bombay, Political Department.) 





(16is} 
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been sent by railway in the di nof Askabad. On the other hand in Tiflis and in 
the Caucasus through which [ passed I heard nothing of the movements of troops in the 
direction of Baku. 

ERNEST RENNIE, 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 6.) 


WICH reference to his letter of the Sth May, the Under-Secretary of State for 
i sents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
‘and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of” 
the Sceretary of State, copy of correspondence relating to the use of the Brench flag 
by Suni dhows. 
India Office, June 5, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No. 76. 


Government of ladia to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, 


Simla, May 14, 1900. 
T AM directed to acknowledge the reecipt of Lieutenant-Colonel Meade's letter, 
dated the 18th March lust, whi ded copies of two communications from the 
Political Agont at Museat on the subject of the use of the Hvench fag by Suri and 
thor dhows 
Tn his lotter of the 22nd February last, the Political Agent asked for instructions 
as to the course to be pursued in th any elaim being put forward by the 
i ime 


in-Sand. Tam 
ise, he should not, 
even proy ch cl visdicfion since such admission appears 
to he attended mite consequences, both in the strengthening of the Mrench: 
position, and in the effect produced upon the mind of the Sultan, but should, so far as. 
possible, contest it in each instance. 
‘Whe specific report which was called for in my indovsement, dated the 9th January 
last, is awaited by the Government of India. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) B. WOOD, 
Under=Seeretury to the Government of India. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Spring-Rice: 
(No. 31.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 6, 1900. 

T MAVE weeived your despatch No. 36 of the 26th April reporting the 
circumstanees under which you brought to the notice of the Shah the promis 
made to Her Majesty’s Government by the late Shah respecting the construction 
of railways in Southern Persia. 

ction in this matter is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 
Tam, ke. 
Signed) SALISBURY. 





Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Offre. June 7, 1900. 

1 HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of th 
the subject of the fort stated to have been erected in Haushabi territory by Turkish, 
troops, and now reported to have been ey ed by them. a "4 

Tam to state that Lord Salisbury eoneurs ton’s proposal 
that the Sultan of the Haushabis should ts quiet p fort, and that 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should then inforin the Porte of the 
intelligence received and of the fuct that Her Majesty's Government have permitted 
the Haushabis to take possession of the abandoned position, 

fam, & 
(Signed) ?. 1, SANDE! 





Horeign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Jine 9, 

GT ch seretiiy: shin Manertone oF Sititinny vo neko ieee ‘pt 
lettor of the 29th ultino relative to a letter which the Sultan of Muscat is stated to he 
realy to avlleess to the British Polit npl p the us Frenel 
thoy hy: his suhj Sur aud elsewhere, stating that he hn 
sotilomont by representations to. the Frenely Const, aud wean 
} at Will discuss the question with that of Prine on his behalf 

The Socrptuvy wt State for India inyuines whether sich a note would not furni 
Her Majesty's Goyeonment. with w sullietent foewe sland? for on. belialt« 
this Sultans ond his Lordships areas: with the the Indian 
Government aveypt: fyi the Sultan the propusod a 
question With the Beouch Goveunment ton setilen 

L tun to stato, ii reply, for Lond G, Hnoiiton’s information, that, the Pronel 
Ambasgeilor has mor thai ones statod thit his Govertmont were prepared, and indeed 
intonclin, to investigate the tight to Bench, jrotoct the Mugeat i 
thy tlie Hrene ties, to neti ng advises, ancl to take sich inensure 

wont Co prevent thee rcnrrénes, Eis Exeelleney has, haswever, as Lov G, HL 
Awnive nintained constantly that the watt was one for discussion between the 
ich Government ant the Sultan, inl hus protested aguiat reported attempts by 
the British Consul to induce the Siltin to oafores on jets the disuse af the 
French fig: hy promises of the assistance of a British ship of war, 
Tt, has been ste British Consul has wads such proposals to the Sultan, 
and the corse indi tit one which Lord Salisbury could undertake to support. 
If che Sultan shoul address to the Government ‘of India such an appeal as is 
vied in the View . it would justify esentations to the 
the purpose of obtaining a proper exami- 
practicd cation of sny abuses which could 
reasonably he held toe encroachments on the independence and integrity of Muscat 
by interfering with the alle due to, the Sults Two 
difioult for the Bro 
such rept 
On thy othor hand, is to be anticipated that they will avai 

plausible protexts for vontinuing the practice of granting on easy terms the use of 
french thi to such natives of Musewt be held to have obtained Bre 
naturalization or the status of Brench protégés. 

___ Lowi Salishinny is ur sich a result would satisfy the expectations 
of the Vieeroy or of the Sultan, and would be gl terms of the reply to his 
Excelloney’s telegram should be communieated to hin before it is seut. 

Tam, &e. 
‘T. H, SANDER: 





73 
No. 80. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received June 10.) 


(Ro. 46.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 10, 1900, 

T HAVE received the following communication from eviik Pasha, who requests 
that orders may be sent to the Government of Aden to co-operate in restraining the 
Haushabees : 

“he Mutessarif of Taaz has sent news that the Sheikh of the Hawashib with 
1,000 bandits and a cannon obtained from Lahej lias crossed the frontier and com- 
menced to murder and pillage the inhabitants of the district of Kouma Rah, In reply, 
onders have heen sent to the Sheikhs of that district to obtain assistance from the tribes 
near the frontier and to make every effort to protect life and expel the invaders. ‘The | 
necessary measures to prevent (he mise ding have been taken by the Ottoman 
Government, who request that the Governor of Aden may he instructed to co-operate 
on his side.” : 





No, 81. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June U1.) 


‘THE Under-Seoretary of State 
Secretary of State for Foreign A 
forwards herewith, for the inf 
the Vieoroy, dated the 10th June, re 

India Office, June 11, 1900. 


Tuclosure in No, 81, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


India Offices June 10, 1900. 
May: Ad Dareja Fort, 
the Hauslibi Sultan to take quiet. possession of the 
abandoned fort and to inform me of occupation, when the Porte will be informed of 
Withdrawal of Turkish yarrison aud the permission given to Sultan, 





No. 82, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 12.) 


Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under 
‘Affairs, and, by divection of Lord George Hamilton, 
ith, for the i ion of ry of State, copy: of a telegram to 
the Governor of Bombay, dated the 11th June, regarding the alleged Haushabi invasion 
of the Turkish district of Kuma Rab. 
India Office, June 12, 1900. 


Inclosure i 
Lord G, Hanilion to Government of Borbay. 


(Telegraphic,) India Office, June 11, 1900, 

city RKISH Minister complains to O'Conor that the Haushabi Sheikh with cannon 
and 1,000 bandits has invaded district of Kuma Ral and is plundering, and states that 
ocal Sheikhs and tribes of Kuma Rah have been directed to repulse invaders, Ottoman 
Porte request that Resident will render assistance on his side of border, Please report 
the facts and repeat this telegram to Viceroy. 





{isis} 





a 
No, 83. 


India Office to Foreign Offce-—(Received June 14.) 


"THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- , 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of the following 
documents regarding the Turkish fort at Ad Dareja:— 
agai fates the T8th [2180] Bay, and ilosue fom the Polis! Reiden, 
len. 

Gonfidential letter from the Government of Bombay, dated the 17th May, and 
inolosures. 

India Office, June 13, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 88. 


Brigudier-General Creayh to Government of Bombay. 


Sir, Aden Residency, May 19, 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of the 14th 
stating that my telegram of the 9th May was not cleisly understood, and asking me to 
report by post. 
My telegram of the 9th May runs as follows:— 
“Reference, Secretary of State's telegram to Viceroy 2nd April, Haushabi ter 
Fort at Ad Dareja’ still occupied by Turks, Haushabi importunate, Repeated 


sabi are'in dsp 
restless and yw 
to tuke matte deavour to expel tl 
cfforts, which, i they attempted, might briky about an embarrassing situ 
effort has heen, and is heing, made to restrain the Haushabis, and so fax with 
hut it muy not! he possible to-do so unless the ‘Turkish Government carry out thei 
promise to demolish the fort at an carly date. 
Pleasé see. correspondence on this subject, commencing with my tel 
18th March, subsequent tolegrams, and ny Lotter dated the 10th Apel, 1900, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, 
Political Resident. 


tuclosure 2 in No, 88. 


Government of Bombay to Lord G. Hanilton. 
(Confidential.) 
My Lord, Bonibay Castle, May 17, 1900, 
WITH reference to the indorsement from the Assistant Political Secretary, Tndia 
Office, dated the 30th March, 1900, we have the honour to forward herewith, for your 
Lotdship’s information, a copy of a letter we have addressed to the Government of In 
of to-day's date, on the subject of WParkish encroachments on the Haushabi territon 
and to state that a copy of the letter from the Political Resident, Adet 
the letter to the Governient of India, lins been forwarded to your Lordship direct by 
Brigudier-General Creagh, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) NORTHCOTE, 
. NUGENT. 
E, C.K, OLLIVANT. 


8 
Inclosure 3 in No, $3, 


Government of Bonbay to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bombay Castle, May 17, 1900. 

WITH reference to your telegram, dated the 4th April last, I am directed to 
forward herewith, for the information of the Governaicnt of {ndia, copy of a Confidential 
letter, dated the 10th April last, from the Political Resident, Aden, regarding Turkish 
encroachments on the Haushabi territory, and to suggest that the facts now reported 
‘iay be brought to tlie notice of the Turkish Government in connection with the promise 
uade by the Turkish Minister of War, as communicated by the British Ambassador at 
Constantinople, in his telegram, dated the 23rd March last, 

2, Tam to state that a copy of this letter has been forwarded direct to Her Majesty's 
Scerctary of State for India, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. 'T. MORISON, 
Acting Seoretary to Government. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 83, 
Brigadier-General Creagh to Goverament of Bombay, 


(Stvietly Confidential.) Aiden, April 10, 1000, 
TN compliance with instructions contained in your telegram, dated the Sth instant, 
‘ling encroachments on Uaushabi territory by Sheikh Mahomed Nasir Mokhbil, of 

the honour to report that on receipt of fetters from the Haushabi and Abdali 

Sultans relating to the encroachment I sent out an Englishwan, who is proficient in sur= 

and in whom T have every confidence, to report on the situation, 1 omit his name 
ous reasons, and | now aitach copy of his Report in full, though J haye already 
al facts in my telegram on the subject 
. From the telegrans from the British Ambassidor at Constantinople to. the Foreign 
, dated the 23rd ultimo, it would appear thut the Turkish authoritios absolutely deny 
that the fort has been built in Haushabi territory, but the telegram goes on to sily 
the Turkish Minister of War promises that the fore should! be demolished if it has been 
ereeted in Haushabi ter 
3. ‘The Report attached shows that the fort 18 undoubtedly in Haushabi fimits, and 
y further add that not only is this so, but that Sheikh Mahomed Nasir Mokhbil, of 
as also induced some of tho Haushabi subjects to say they are urkish subjects 
and to go ov 
4. Sh 
i had been pushed forward, poss 
without the direct cogoizance of the Governor-General of Yemen, to enable that off 

to deny the fact of this encroachnient by “Turkish officials,” it having been made by an 

“Arab. official.” Anyway there is no doubt of the encroachment, and in necordinee 
i the promise of the ‘Turkish Minister of War the tort should be at once 

and its occupants withdrawn into Turkish territory. 

5. A copy of this letter has buen sent to the India Office, London, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 83, 
Report dated March 12, 1900, re Situation on Turco-Haushabi Frontier, 


1 HAVE the honour to report that I have reconnoitrod along the hills north-west of 
Dareja, from which the new fort is plainly visible, distant about 2 miles, I verified its 
position with the prismatic compass and cross bearings. 

‘On Captain Wabab's map a small insolated knoll is marked, bearing about 
half-aemile south-east-south of Karkahan, ‘The fort is situated on the summit of this 
kuoll, 

It will be observed that the knoll lies between two small Wadis which run down in 
soutli-south-east direction to join Wadi Waraczan. 





16 
‘The Wadi to the east of the position is Wadi Dareja and that to the westwards is 


ter Wadi constitutes part of the frontier-tine ; hence the new fort is within 
Hausbabi limits, 

Owing to its position hall-way between the two Wadis it is known as Husn Nasifiai. 
It has evidently been completed and is an ordinary square Husn® of the type so common 
in South Arabia. 

On the kuoll immediately to the east of the Husn are five bell tents said to be tenanted 
by a detachment of Turkish troops. Isat and watched the spot for half-an-hour, and 
saw one man only emierge from one tent and enter another. He appeared to be dressed 
in along dark brown burnus, but it was tno far off to distinguish details, As it was then 
noon the traops were'probably asleep inside the tents. T could not distingui sentry 
on duty, nor were any horses picketed within sight, I heard on good authority that there 
were a few Horses with the detachment for transport work, and these were probabl 
picketed in Wadi Zink. Considering the circumstances of the ease I did not feel justified 
in approaching until the situation developed itself, as our mounts were more or less 
Knocked up, aud as T had accomplished my object, it seemed to me advisable to 
withdraw unperceived, which 1 did. ‘There 10 be no intercourse Letween the 
adjacent Haushiabi villages aud the new fort ; in fact, all the inhabitants of the district 
apparently stand in geeat dread of the detachment, and no bribe will induce them to 
approuch the post. | tested this, 

Tt would he useless to repeat here the ma information which I have 
received trom the Haushabi and his adherent None of it has stood the test of examina- 
tion, ‘That which I have ascertained by elose inquiry, and which I believe to be accurate, 
is briefly us follows -— 

"What there are th y 1 to 
be noi 


is one 
posts. west of 
Jawemis 

‘These posts are said to have been formed to prevent tobacco smugeting. 

‘Phat there ure 100 Turkish troops distributed loug the fronticr above Dthali for 
quarantine purposes. Many tales are told of acts of oppression practised by the Turks on 
caravans, atid there is'no doubt thut friction does occur in the euforcement of quarantine 
rules, ‘The Haushobi is, 1am told, stopping all caravans goina up until he hears 
from you, He appears to be very anxious and asks for aims, Se. 1 told him that 
you would take’ all proper steps, and that he was to remain passive. 1 believe him to 
Revan alarmiste. His! Nak, one Salim Hashim, has just arvived in Aden. He 
listened to with caution, as T have proved many of his statements false. 





India: Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 20.) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hi 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a letter from 
the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 27th May lust, and inelosures, regarding ~ 


Persian Gulf affairs, 
Red Sea affairs, 


It is requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be returned to this 
Office when done with. 
India Office, June 20, 1900. 


© Hatfoway fer. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 84, 


The Resident, Aden, to Government of Bombay, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Aden Residency, May 2%, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of Government, translated 
extracts from an Arabie newspaper named the ‘athal Basayyir” (j., the opening of 
the eyes, oF the enlightenment of the mind), It is issued once a month, and is posted 
from Beyrout, in bluish covers, about a fortnight after date of issue, ‘The paper is 
Anglopliobe in tone, and is probably printed in Paris, as in Syrin no paper can be 
printed which does not contain the name of the editor, nor without the permission of the 
authorities. No one subscribes for it in Aden, but it is sent free to merchants and others 
here, and also, in all. probability, to Indin and Zanzibar as well, ‘The paper first 
appeared, as far as my information goes, in January last, and its policy. appears to he to 
misrepresent the doings and character of the British Government, In its first issue the 
anonymous editor writ 

We have seen nowadays that some evildoers in the world are doing their est and 
telling false news to our Moslem brothers by which they seduce them from their 
important interests and lead them ina way which docs them only injury, In 
quence of this T have undertaken, for God's sake, to publish a journal to enlighten 
Moslem brothers on some useful matters, not asking for any veward or subscription, but 
through mercy and as an assistance in religion, having no other object but to, sceure 
their interests and caution them against those who profess to. do justice, but they use 
theit machinations to rob the Moslems of what their hands possess.” 

2. Some ten years ago a similar paper was started in Egypt by one Abu Nadurah 
(the father of spectacles), hut he wits expelled from Egypt and went to Paris, and 
edited his paper from there 

3. The whole paper is given up to adverse criticisms on English policy in connection 
with the Moslem world, and there fs absolutely little else fn the paper but this sort of 
writing, 

4, Copies of this letéer, ond its accompaniments, have been forwarded to the India 
Office and the Quartermaster-General, Intelligence Branch, Simla, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) OM. CREAGH, Brigudier-Genoral, 
Political Resident, Aden, 


ielosure 2 in No, 81, 


Extracts from the * Fathal Basayyir” (Arabie Neespaper). 


Persian Gulf. 
(Translation, 26th Shawal, 1317. 

THLE fuidian Government became very uneasy’ o1 vg that a sinall steamer of 
the Russian Government had entered the Persian Gulf, and in consequence of this they 
sent the man-of.var “Melpomene,” which anchored in the Port of Bushire, where she 
remtined fot about theee months In oner to get ners of the oljet of the Raman 
vessel. 

Now the British Government lias notified officially in Caleutta, Bombay, and Simla, 
to the effect that the news of the Russian vessel having anchored there is not truc, and 
that a mistake has been mate by the Resident at Aden who informed the Government 
of it incorrectly. At this strange affair all the natives of India wondered, because it 
has no parallel in history that a Government should give the lie to its employés, but 
we have understood the object of the Government in contradicting it is that when it 
saw the natives had become delighted at what they heard of a Russian vessel having 
entered the Persian Gulf, it got afraid lest a rising take place and so it at once made 
the news false. The result is this that whatever we now see in the British Government 
we find its object is to assure the Arabs, and Indians, and others, that no Government, 
except itself, has a navy, Whenever it hears that a vessel of a foreign Power hns gone 
to the Persian Gulf it Becomes afraid and alarmed. 

‘As we have seen formerly, some years ago, when a French man-of-war called 
 Sifinkass" and a German man-of-war *Artona ” had gone there, the British Govern. 

{1618] Os 





ment got mueh attaid and went on sending its vessels in order that the natives might 
believe that there is no other Power on the earth who has such nunierous vessels as it 
has, but this is absurd. All nations now know that all European Powers have strong 

and now, after the calamities that have befallen the English in the Transvaal war, 
all nations knew and said that if the English flect is of the same typeas its soldiers, then 
it has no power on land ox sea, 


‘Tie Turkish Government on the Red Sea, 


Tth Dit Hajah, 1317. 
‘he Sublime Government has constructed fortifications on tho moi 7 
Suid, opposite the Island of Perim, ‘This isa good deed done by 
Adal Hamid, God st n him, beeanse the anonntain of Sheik jofiy and 
commands the (sland of Perim, and its guns can destroy the English forts which’ exist 
in Perim, We hear that the ‘English have become now-a-days more wlarmed as they 
feel certain that the Turks can destroy their fortifications whieh arc in Perim very easily 
and burn their coal dopdts there, ce, therefore they hiave begun building other forts so. 
445 to oppose those of the ‘Turks on the Red Sea, because they intend to occupy the 
Red Sea, for they assort that he who rules Beypt and the ontskirts of Arabia, st 
Aden and its suburbs rules the Red Sea, aud therefore this is that the Island of Per 
in the midst of » and he who possess this island ean prevent the 
entry and exit (of' the Red Sea), but we see that there lies opposite the mountain of 
Sheikh Said, on the w coast the Cape of Sagan [sic], north of Jibuti near Obokh, 
'y mountain higher than Perim. ‘The said eape or promontory is in possession 
of France, I the French Goyermnent places eannon on. it and builds x fort on it, the 
Island of Perim will Tie between two forts on th ‘ind yest and Perim ean be 
Hestroyed withont any trouble. Also there lies in the neighbourhood of Porim the 
renowned “Sawabi’” in the sea of Obokh Tt is said thata Br went. 
there and its officers tinded and explored it, bur they said that it is not sui 
ations, 
1 hearing this news the Governor of Jibuti sent at once to the said ad 
Aoisted tho French tag on it, ‘This is not cuouzh, we hear that the 
ait are resolved to builds strong fort on the promontory of Sagan, like that of the 
‘Turks on Sheikh Said. If dis nen is correct the east of the Ted 
ong in thehands of the Buglish, even if Perim remains in their hands, so the key 
the Red Sea on the eastern side will he in the hand of His Majesty the Sultan Abdul 
Hamid, and on the western side it will be in the hand of the French Goyerament and no 
onocan go in oF out of the Red Sea in the dirvetion of India without the permission of 
the King of Babsal-Mandab, 





No. 85. 


% India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 20.) 
(B.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for fudia present compliments to the Under- 
Seavvlury of State for Foreign Adiits, sind, hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
‘wards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, of a telegram 
from the Viceroy dated the 20th June, regarding Krench coaling fuvilities at Muscat, 
India Office, June 20, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 83. 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 
(Telegraphie.) tune 20, 1900, 

YOUR telegram of the 18th: Muscat coal-sheds, Cox reports no local objection 
to second condition specified in your telegram of the Lith May, Partition will in fact 
xive slightly larger area to French, We have authorized him to complete arrangements 
With Ottavi, but latter has recently been absent from Museat, 
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No. $6. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tlie Under= 

feiary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, and of the reply thereto, dated the 19th June, vegarding Haushabi 
affdirs. 

India Office, June 20, 1900, 


Inclosine 1 in No. 86. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphie.) Tune 19, 1900. 
YOUR felegram of 10th June was rep Init Bombay have not yet 
mmunicated it to Aden, and inquir is eanvolled by your telegram to 

nor of 11th June. Bombay say th i Taushabi attack upon 
Rah is connected with Ad Daroja, and fear your felegeum of 10th June might 
confuse Resident. 


Tnelosiire 2 in No, 86, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Opies, June V9, 1900, 
n of 10th June: Haushabi, 
rats roferredl to different matt were not intended to cor 
fe raity ach other, I leave to your discretion the time and manner of instru 
Resident, 





No. 87. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 20.) 


Sir, 


od from India on the 11th June, frome 
ch he states that since his appointment: 
t Muscat no letter whatoyer has been addressed to the Sultan regarding the French 
flag. 
Tam also to inclose the draft of a telegram which was intended to 
suggestions contained in your letter above mentioned, But the Seeretary of ‘State for 
Tndin has just recived a telexram from the Vieeroy. of this day's date, of which @ 
copy is attached, and which introduces a new phase of the situation, 
In these circumstances, the draft telegram seems to require important modifiea- 
ns, and Tam to request that the Marquess of Salisbury may be moved to give the 
matter his early consideration, and to cause Lord George Hamilton to be int 
to the nature of the reply whieh ‘should, in Lord Salishury’s opinion, be addressed t0 
the Viceroy. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meadle to Goverment of India. 


(Telestaphic.) Karachi, May 22, 1900. 
YOUR seeret telegram to Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
No letter whatever has heen addressed to Sultan of Muscat regarling French flag 
since my appointinent to Museat. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 
Draft of « Telegram from Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


YOURS 22nd May: Museat, 
‘eign Oflien reply us follows:— 
hey do not anticipate that Freneh Government would consent to treat ovith 
Mer Majesty's Govermuent acting on hohalf of Sultan. French Arbinssador lias 
repeatedly stated that, while his Government, are prepared to investigate right to 
Pronch protection es now flying: and to reform any 
ngs abuses, the is one hele nd Suliimn, and have 
protested axainst » y British Consul to induce Sulton to enforce 
on his subjects disuse of Proneh flag by promises of assistance of British ships of war. 
Forcign Olliee observo that it has heen denied that British Consul has made’ sul 
proposils (o Sultan, and add that Lord ont not support such a cours. 
he co of Sultan's appeal would, ishury’s opinion, justify fr 
Majesty's: Go axpose of obtaining proper ¢ 
tion of existing roctifi uses whieh could hardly he inded 
deferred. It is, however, improbable that Prench will abstain from gra 
sy terms where plausible protext exists, In these circumstances, it i 
whether aecoptanee of Sultan’s appeal will istactory.” 
What are your views 


Inclosure 3 in No. $7, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


June 20, 1900. 
(USOA'. Sultan ting visited ix,” accompanied by Cox, who 
ports that Suvi tribe, including all Holders of the Proneh flag, presented Sultan with 
mii decliration expressing intention to return all French pipers and flags, and to 
‘glits thereunder, Cox states that no d ree Wis US 

Hieand Commiander of * Sphinx” kept aloof from, not present at negotin~ 

tions, hut Ottwi has misrepresented matter to his Goverament and pr 

Fgsuedl Edict in terms suggested in your Soret despatch of 2tth November, and is 

sending copies to the: three foreign Consuls at Mt Ts anything bei 

pursunnce of my telegram of 23n May? 





No, 88. 


Indiv Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 22.) 


THE Under-Secretary ia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of for Foreign Affairs, and, by divvetion of Lort George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrethry of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 21st June, regarding the French flag and Suri dhows, 

India Ofice, June 22, 1900, 
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Inclosure in No. 88. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telezraphic.) India Office, June 21, 1900, 

YOUR telegram, 20th June; Muscat, 

In reply to your telegram of 22nd May, inquiring whether Foreign Office would 
act, L was on the point of informing you that Her Majesty's Government, could not 
support any attempt by British Consul to induce Sultan by promises of aid to enforce 
on his subjects disuse of French flag, But I have now reecived the unexpected nev 
of action by Sultan. ‘The incident is further complicated by the fact that quite 
recently M, Cambon promised Lord Salisbury to look into the whole matter, and stop 
any abuses which might have cept in. 1 understand that Cox and Commander 
of “Sphinx” kept aloof, but their presence was undesirable. 

Tshall be glad to know when this visit to Sux occurred, and why your Agent did 
not advise Sultan to take no action pending instructions on matters referred to me in 
your telezram of 23nd May. Pl raph terms of Sultan's Tdi if possible, 
suspend transmission of copies to Consuls, Pending receipt of further information as 
to scope and retrospective effect of Sultan’s action, { eamiot decide whether he ean be 
supported in what he lias done, Twill telegraph instructions ns to your telegram of 
22nd May, 





No. 8 
Mr, SpringeRice to the Maryuess of Salishury—(Received June 25.) 


(No.447,) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 80, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Herr von Bekurdt, Secr 
of the German Lezation here, lias received orders to proceed to Germany to be present 
during the Shah's vi 

Herr von Eckardt was second Dragoman to the German E:mbassy at Constantinople, 
and rendered himself very useful to the Emperor during his stay in the Bast. He wax 
given the post of Diplomatic Secretary at ‘Tehran by a special Luperial order, He speaks 
‘Durkish duently, but is ignorant of Persian, ‘The Shah's native language i 
he prefers to talk it, so that Her von Kekardt will bo of use should the Hmpetor desire to, 
make any direct communication to the Shall. 1 have in the course of conversation, with 
Herr yon Eckardt, whom 1 know very well, pointed out to hin that communications made 
to the Shab through th official channels do not always a «ut their destination, 
and that if the Empei any advice {0 the Shah, it is desirable to employ 
a German and not @ Persian interpreter, 

Herr von Eekurdt is, 1 ho 
hias frequently told me that G 
by any action in Persia hostile to Russian interests, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


No. 90. 
Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received June 26.) 


(No. 48) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, May 30, 1900, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that His Majesty the Shah arrived at 
‘Tabreez on the 12th instant, and crossed the Russian frontier on the 22nd, 

His Majesty was in good health during the joumey except for a slight attack of 

out. 
BO On entering Kasvin his tlantion was called to the fal Uiat the Tuma fg was 
flying on the hotel belonging to the Russian Road Company, He at once gave orders 
that it should be removed, and when the Russian official in charge of the establishment 
complainel of the ation taken, Ti Majesty ordered the Sadr--Azam to telezmph to 
11618) 








82 


the Russian Minister and protest against the hoisting of the Russian flag on a private 
building. 

“Ths Russian Minister replied, laying the blame on the local official of the Read 
Company, ‘The incident is reported as having somewhat diseredited the Sadr-i-Azam, 
as responsible for allowing the use of the Russian flag on the buildings owned by the 
Road Company. : 

Shortly, aftervards rumours arrived in ‘Tehran to the effect that a very serious 

isagreoment liad taken place between the Hakim-ul-Mulk and the Sadr-i-Azam. The 
former had, it was stated, received a title which gave him an equal rank with the Sadr- 
i-Avam, and the latter had protested. Subsequently a telegram vas received here 
stating tat an attempt had been made to potson the Sadr-i-Azam s that the complicity 
of the Hakin-ul-Mulk had been proved, and that the Shah had expressed the most 
violent indignation, and liad disgraced the doctor, ‘This report was, T am assured, 
vouched for as aeontate by the Sulr-i-Azam’s friends, and especially by the Russians. 
Tt has since been declared as being without foundation, and it is now stated that a 
complete reconciliation has taken phiee. 

‘Phe Shah yas enthusiastically received at Tabreca (partly owing to an opportune 
downfall of rain), and his visit to his former home has been « great sucess. Tam 
informed by Mr, Wood, Her Majesty's Consul, that he was very cordially received by 
His Majesty, who assured him of his friendly sentiments to England. 

Thave, & 
ignedl) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No, 1. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salisbery.-—(Received June 25.) 


(No. 5 
My lord, Peliran, May 80, 1900, 

“ T HAVE, the honour to report the following conversation as of some historical 
intorvst. 

‘Nhe Director of the Russian + Barique de Préits” informed me lately thatin the course 
‘of the last years his bank hud made arvances to the Persian Government on the 
security of the northern customs, and on the Ist January Jast, as the Persian Govern- 
went had ot paid the interest due, his bank bud the right to qssume coutzol of the 
customs, This contirnys the infoumation reported b 

M, Bésibiasolls Directors: had however tete 
right, Hut to constilt the Russian Minister, The 
was in contemplation, but that he bad no inform nas to the details, 

He subsejuently hut ocoasion to obtain remittaxces from Russia through M. Rabino, 
‘he lutter asked bins ihe hd any information as to a town. He called on the Russian 
Minister, who nai told him that he yeas quite ignorant of what bind been don 
matter, Ur what was contemplated; and it wa: red between then: that whoever’ was 

St to receive authentic details should inform the ot Bank and the 
(ithe news on the same day: the day before the loan sas published in the 


T have, Se, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





No. 02. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury,—(Received June 25.) 


(No. 58. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tekran, May 30, 1900. 

THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the American Minister has on 
several occasions spoken to me in confidence of reports which he has been sending to 
Mr. Hay relative to the interests of the United States in South Persia, 

At his instance, the American Consul at Batoum has reported to the Secretary ot 
State that the Russian Government, by special order, has probibited any transit trade 
whatever, through Russian territory from Western Europe to Persia, With reference to 
this prohibition, Mr, Bowen has pointed out to Mr, Hay that Russia has shut the 
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northern door into Persia, and that the western door by Kermanshali will soon be also in 
her power. There remains the south and the east, For the general interests of Europe 
it isa matter of importance to keep, the southern door open, by which European and 
American goods cau be imported into Persia from the sea, 

Mr. Bowen has pointed out the evident desire of Russia to spread her influence 
southwards, and gradually to obtain control of all the avenues of trade, 

Under these circumstances, he advocates tle adoption for South Persia of the 
poliey which has been successfully followed with regard to China, i., the general recog 
nition by all the Powers of the principle of the open door. 

‘The German Minister, to whom he spoke on the subject, retuned an evasive 


answer, hinting that his Government would be reluctant to take any steps likely to. 
excite the sus 


J understand that Mr, Bowen has received an encouraging reply from Mr, Hay, and 
that although he believes no action will be taken in the immediate future, he lins reason 
to hope that the subject is receiving attention, 


Thaye, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





No. 93. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received June 26.) 


(No, 54.) 
My Lord, Telivany May 28, 1900. 

THE following incident is characteristic of the present condition’ of things at this 
ceapitil:— 

Some distance from Tehran 1 met a soldier, who 
& petition to make, He stated that he had beon bron six months 
and that he nd recived as pay for that period the i ans (10si), 
bread, which it is the custom to supply to the families of absent soldiers, hd not been 
iven, and his family was starving, He was now ordered to Khorassan. ‘Neither tents 

pay bid been provided for him and his commles. Ho knew. the Shah had given 
the monoy, but the Minister of War and his Colonel had stolen it, He 
to tell the Minister, wh 1 met 
the poor. 

‘Phe night before the departure i T met the Russian Colonel, who told 
me that he was on his way to the Sadr {0 insist that a suitable sum should be 
allowed the soldiers of his regiment who were to escort the Shalt on his journey to 
deftay the expenses of the marc, Colonel Kosakowsky said that his mo wither 
have to rob or starve unless some provision were made for thei, and that lie would 
resign his commission unless his request were complied with, 

1 understand that the Sadr-i-Azam at once gave the necessary orders, 

In the course of conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning, T 
informed him of my adventure with the soldier, aud, speaking as a wellavisher of the 
Persian Government, | expressed my regret that the only regiment which received proper 
treatment was that which was commanded by a foreigner, 

He said that his attention had been called to this state of things, and that orders 
had been given for the payment of all allowances due to the soldiers of the ‘Tehran 

ison, ‘The payments would commence to-day, and would be made, not throvgh the 

ister of War, but through a special official of the Finance Department, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


ied me 
he hud deceived his master and robbed 
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No. 94, 


Mr, Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received June 25.) 


(we 
My Lord, Tehran, May 30, 1900. 

VP is very generally believed here that a change of Ministry will take place. after 
the Shah's return from Europe. In a conversation which the German Minister had 
lately with the Shou-es-Sultanch, the Shah’s second son, now left here as Regent, H 
Tmperial Highness spoke very freely of the necessity for a change—the betrayal of Persia 
to Russia, the corrupt and inefficient administration, and various other grievances for 
which, as he said, the Sadr-i-Azam is wholly responsible, 

Af was rumoured that the chanze had already taken place before the Shah's 
departure; but it appears that the Hakim-ulMulk and the Sadri-Azam have been 
Feconciled at the personal request of the Shall, and that during the journey things will 
remain as they are. 

T hear on good authority that renewed efforts are being p the Shah 
visiting England, and that every communication made by Her Majesty's Legation is liable 
to be used for this purpose, 

Under these circumstances it is perhaps advisable that the various British claims 
against tho Persian Government, especially in South Persia, should be urged in as con- 
ciliatory a tono as possible, and any energetic action, should this appear necessary, should 
be postponed till the Shah's return, 

or instunee, { do not propose, unless so instructed by your Lordship, to urge the 
Persian Government to suspend the prohibition of the export of wheat from the south, 
as desired by Messrs, Lynch. Such 1 step, if generally known, would bring odium on 
Her Majesti’s Gosornment, and would not, [ think, be successful, 

‘fhe Russian Colonel informed methat he was somewhat apprehensive of disturbances 
in the town during the summer, and T hear from various sources. that efforts arc being 
made for this object, The Mushir-ed-Dowleh has several times alluded to the di 
which prevails, and to intrigues against the existing Governnient, 
‘The one man who, as was thought, could he depended on to put down 

the Moukhtahses-Sultinch—has been removed! trom his office of Ministe 

is, 1 understand, was mainly due to the and to the 
Russia. 

‘The Moukhtih, siuce he served in the Coss nd quarrelled with its former 
Colonel, has been a consistent opponent of jay and his removal (which was 
reluctantly acquiesced jn by the Shah) is a fresh proof of Russian predominance here. 
AF an outbreak occurs it will be put down not by a Persion Miuister but by a Russian 


Several communications have been made to me to the effect that it is desired to 
remove the Sadr ini, uid establistt in his plice a Council of responsible Ministers, 
have always answered that E have no doubt the Shah will do what is best for the count 
The slesite of Her Maje 

of Versia-—we hail no wish whatever for an "English Aduinistration"’: a Gov 

in fuet, with such a reputation would inevitably ineur the open hostility of Russ 
oul strengitien that Russian party whieh was in favour of a more active policy in 
Peisin, 

‘he Foreign Minister, who is lett in charge of the Administration, is afraid of respon- 
sibility, nd chiefly anxious to make a fortune before a change occurs, Diplomatic 
Tusiness under these circumstances is attended with considerable diffiea! 
complaints are general, 

1 understund that he joined at one time the coterie of the Sair-isAzam’s enemies, 
but etrayed thoit plas, and is now futhful to the interests of his Highness and of 

usin, 

Jam informed that the Valiahd, who is again ou good terms with his father, is 
entirely under Russian influence, He is deseribed as surrounded by low favourites, eruel 
und avaticious. He is on the best of terms with the Sade-i-Azam. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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No. 95. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—{Reeeived June 25.) 
(No. 56.) 
My Lord, Teiran, May 80, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Belgian Customs Adminis- 
tration has attempted to institute certain reforms in South Persia, as, for instance, to 
impose cqual duties on foreign and Persian goods, and to establish’ uniform adminis- 
tration in all the western ports of the Gulf, 

‘These proposals have been violently opposed by the local merchants and by the 
Darya Beghi, or Persian Governor; and a Petition has been sent to Tehran protesting 
against the establishment of the foreign Customs Administration, and demanding the 
restoration of the former state of things. 

As this Legation has fiequently had the honour to report, the condition of the 
Customs Administration in South Persia is nothing short of scandalous, and it had 
Been confidently hoped that the new réziine would establish order and regularity. 

Lealled on M. Naus, and asked hin if he could give me any information on the 
subject. 

He said that he had appealed at once to the Sadr-i-Azain, reminding hin that the 
Customs Administration stood between Persia and subjection to a foreign Government, 
and that if he were not properly supported the Shah of Persia would soon sink into the 
condition of the Khedive. 

Ho had only just received a written reply assuring him of the sympathy of the Shab 
and Sadr-i-Azam, but begging him to proceed cautiously in view af the opposition 

ly consequent on the introduction of reforms into, F 

“1 do not,” said the Sadr , “look for immediate gains that will follow. 
Aceustom the people to. your officers and their ways, anil in a yeur of two we shall reap 
the profit.” 

‘The letter finished with the statement that until the Shah’s return nothing could be 
done towards removing or even controlling the Darya Beghi, Under these cir 
cumstances, M. Naus, with the consent of the Council of Mivisters, had issued 
Circular to the merchants, laying the state of affairs before them, and appealing to their 
patriotism, 

He had also instructed his agent at Bushire to be very careful, and not to institute 

new measures without cautiously feeling his 

He suggested that I should keep the British Representative informed, and. said he 
would be very grateful if the mutter could be explained to the local authorities and 
merchants. 

He doubted whether any action taken here would be of any service in view of 
the scoret opposition of the Minister of Commerce, a jee or inability 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to take any steps whatever in the d Ms 

1 hiave telegraphed to Her Majesty's Resident at Bushire, and I will tekean opportunity 
of speaking to the Mushit-ed-Dowich as to the absolute necessity: of introducing reforms 
into the sonthern Customs Administration, 

regret to have to report that the just claims of Her Majesty’s Government and of 

inerchants itn consequence of the misconduct of Persian ofiicials in the south are 

ng Very scant attention here; but in view of the grievances of the Persian Govern 
ment themselves against the Governor, which they seem afraid to remedy, 1 do not antic 
pate any favourable result from cur representation until the Shah's return trom 
Europe, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECLL SPRING-RICE, 


No. 96. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury—( Received June 25.) 

(No. 57.) 5 

My Lord, ‘Tehran, May 30, 1900, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 38 of the 2nd instant, on the subject of the 

proceedings of the Russian surveying parties in Persia, I have the honour to inform your 

eae bat one of the party who were at Tepaba its lft for Shuster vid the Baki 
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d the vight- 
uster he will proceed to Bushire and th 





road, neeompanied by a Persian, the son of an officer in the Cossack brigade, 
hand man of the Russian Colonel. From $ 
vid Luristan and Hamadan to Tebran. 

Sis left for Shiraz and the South. Mr. Aganor, who isin charge of the British ¢ 
ulate at Ispahan, informs me that these gentlemen are making inquities as t 











the 
capabilities of the country for supporting large bodies of men, the nature of the products, 


the state of the roads, &e. They openly bo 
received from the Sadr-i-Azam. 

‘The prineipal person among them is M. Sarkansky, who 
Russian press as “Director of Persian Railways.” 
Abbas, 

A gentleman who wes in Bunder Abbas at the time of the arrival of the Russian gan- 
oat informed me that the quantity of coal ordered by the Russian captain was largely in 
excess® of the amount whieh his ship could carry ; and that he vainly tried to induce the 
Goyernor to provide accommodation for the surplus coal on shore. 

He also informed me that he had heard that there were surveyors and engineers on 
board who were to be landed in Persia, 

‘The very detailed and well authenticated rumours whi 
tion of the Russian authorities to. establish a coal 
surveying parties, appear thus to 





st of the letters of recommendation which they 








: described by the 
‘Their destination is said to be Bunder 





















reached me to the inten- 
station in the south, and to land 
tain amount of confirmation, It seems not 
improbable that such an intention did exist, but thot counter orders were issued by a 
higher authority. I hes to add that the surveying pmrties, now busy in various parts of 
Persia, do not appear to have been officially sent by the Russian Government, elthough 
they contain amone their number Russian officers and officials, 

Mr, Lindley inforins me that he met. party of Russians near the road between Resht 
and ‘Tehran. ‘hey stated that they were oh a shooting expedition, but they 
helioved to be mining engineers, and to be ocoupied in surveying in the mountains. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 



































No. 7. 
Mr, SpriiigeRiee to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Recetved June 





(No.58. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 

| HAVE the honove to inform yous Lordship that abvout « fortni 
distributed in the bazaars, stating that the Imperial Bank of Pe 
aneet its liabilities. All the holders of bank notes wero adv 
caali, At the sue tine, e¢ 
their fice value. 

The consequence was a rin on the bank whieh lasted) about two days, ‘The more 
important merchants stood loyally by the bank, and baught jn bankenotes at their fice 
alues On the third day banknotes were reissued. 

M, Nous informed me that_a Cou 
Delieved the affair wns a conspiracy a 





200, 
lot was 
was unable to 
































ers had been sumimoned’: that they 
st the Sadr-ieAzam, and that some persons 
asserted that the British Legation had organized the run on the bank ia order to diseredit 
the Government. Ever ance Was offered to M. Rabino, the Hank Manager, which 
hhe declined, as being likely to inerease the panic, M. Bésibrasotf, the Manager of the 
Russian Banque de Préts,” was. possessed of a irge sam in bankkenotes of the Imperial 
Bank, and called on M. Rabino in onder to obtain information as to the actual 
state of affairs. M, Rabino showed him the bank treasury, coataining about 1,000,000 
tomans in silver, and sent the next morning to the Russian Bank a sum of 100,000 
tomins. 

M, Naus at the same time offered to borrow from the Russian Bank, on behalf of the 
Persian Government, a lure sum of money, receiving payment in paper. 

Umet both M, Bésibrasoff and the Russian Minister the second evening after the ran 
had begun. "They asked me how matters were going on, I was able to give them some 
information, as I had just come from the Imperial Bank. ‘Phey asked me whether it had been 
iscovered who was the author of the leaflet which had occasioned the panic; and the 
Russian banker not obscurely hinted that the head of the other Russian Bank, with a 




































* The excess was only 30 tons, 



























Persian confederate, wa: 





st the bottom of the aifuir, He added that_as the 
business of his own. bank jed on the transactions of Persian merchants, a financial 

could only injure him, and that he would personally be opposed to any 
such attack on the er of the “* English Bank,” 


Si 









Lhave, &e, 
igned) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 











No. 98, 
Mr. Spring-Rice to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received June 2i 


(No. 69.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 30, 1900. 
THAYVE the honour to transmit herewith the eustomary summary off events whieh 
have taken place in Persia during the last month, 
T have, &e. 
igned) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
























Tnclosure in No. 9 


Monthly Summary of Eeonts in Persia, 





Meshed—Unusual movements of troops were reported at the commencement of the 
month at Samarkand 5 some 800 troops left for Shahr-i-Sabz, and took a large number 
of romounts, or spare horses, with them, A travelling nows-w ports that, 2,000 
infantry passed through Krasnovodsk at the latter end of March, New barracks are 

ik Junaid, the garrison of which place is reported as being composed 

fantry nd 500 Cossacks, Newseriters also report. that there is 
a small garrison cl Dokhteran, on the Afghan frontier, of 200 infantry, 100, 
Cossacks, and 4 sams ‘Phe garsison of Pata-gisar, from the most recent news available, 
is said t0 he 8,000 infantry, 300 each of cavalry and arlillery, and 18 guns, Rumours 
of a Russian advance into Afghanistan are still prevalent in the bazaars, Tt is reported 
that the Amcer of Afghanistan sent to the Oficer in Command at Shaik undid the 
news of British successes in South Af iy seturn for the accounts of reverses contained 































Ament, left Meshed about tle 16th 
arope, This officer will probably he able. to 
supply some reliable fuformation rezarding the movements of troops , 
Resht—Mr. Churchill, the Acting Cousul, reports {lat he has received a letter from 
Persian official, the Ma-ed-Dowleh, from Astrabad ; the ‘Turkomans are reported. as 
being quite out of hand; constant eattle-raiding is taking place, and the letter implies 
Hat the district will be taken over hy the Russians very shortly if matters do uot mend, 
A party of Russian engincers are at Mian-deh, 15 miles west of Resht. Heavy Moods 

;¢ taken place on the Safid River, tnuch damage, ; 
Tubrees.—Hlis Tinyerial Majesty the Shah passed through ex route to the Russian 
frontier, Hix Majesty is described as being in good health and spitits, Nothing of any 
monient has occurred here lately. : i as 

Tehran. —Whe pries of grain has fallen hore considerably since the beginning of the 

month; at that tine wheat was quoted at 28 tomans aud barley at 20 tomans » sales 
have reeently taken place at 10 anid 8 tomans for wheat and barley respectively, Several 
of the “ring,” which had large stocks of wheat stored up, have lost heavily. ‘The season 
hhas, up to date, been most favourable to the crops. Rain has fallen coustantly during 
the’ past fortnight, and the cultivators say that they expect a record harvest. ‘Thi 
reatest holiers of wheat in ‘Tehran are the Asat-ed-Dowleh, the Governor of the tov 
the Imam-Juma, or Chief Mullah, and the Adujan Bushi; they will all lose heavily, itis 
to be hoped, as it is to them that Tehran is indebted to the famine prices which have 

eil here during the past winter, 
eee reiaiget alr W Hieatiouml OE 000,000 tomend was fiieeled Tomy esht ; 
the amount of transport required for this was G00 camels, the hire of which cost 
44,000 kraus. r . 

‘The town is very quiet, and the Mohuurem passed off without any disturbances 

taking place. 
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Tepakan.—A party of seven surveyors and engineers have been staying at the 
Russian Consulate; they were seen taking levels and surveying in the neighbourhood of 
the town. Pierre Loti, the French author, and the Prince and Princess Borghese also 
stayed at the Russian Consulate, The Mullah, who preached against the Chureh 
Missionary Socicty, and particularly against Bishop Stewart, was expelled from the 
city by the Zil-es-Sultan, but permitted to return.on his promising to diseontinue ty 
do’ so, Crops are reported to be in gooil condition, and harvest prospects most 
favourable, 

Shiraz.—The new Governor has taken up his du 
raising subscriptions amongst themselves to. prepare 
Customs arrangements in Bushire: they demand, it is said, the withdraval of the 
Belgian officials. Rain has not follen in such satisfactory manner as elsewhere, and 
the crops are consequently not very good, but there is no scarcity reported. Food-stutf 

6 are moderate, : 

Bushire-—Much annoyance and considerable expense is being caused to the 
shipping Companies by the new Passport Resulations, It has always been the custom 
for ships unloading to take coolies on to Bussorah to unload earzo at that place. ‘The 
coolies now have to pay 2 tomans each for the risa; as some of the shipstake ws many as 
4 hundred coolies, the expenses of the shipping Companies are much increased, 
Negotiations are now in progress with Persian Government to reduce this charg 
Plague is reported as having made its appearance at Kish 
Majesty's Vice-Consul, has proceeded to Bahrein, as Assistant Politi 
temporary measure, 

Mohisninevaho— "he Head of the ¥ reports that the Beni Lam tribe, under 
Sheikh Ghazben, have taken refuge in Hw territory, A Turkish foree are eamped 
nent the frontiet, and are said to be building a fort; they are accompanied by Shi 
Slebib, who the Turks acknowledge as the Head of the Lent Lam, Prices are low, and 
an excellent harvest ix antiespated in the Aliwaz districts. 

(Signed) ©. V. SCHNEIDER, Captain, Assixtant Military 
ana Her Britannic Majesty's Leyation, 

‘Tehran, May 80, 100, 


Additional, 


Ispahan.—Vhe Acting British Consul at. Ispahan reports that one of the Russian 
party at that place, who a a military officer, is xoing to Ahwaz vid the Bakhtiari rowd. 
He will he accompanied lhy a Persian officer of the Persian Cossack Brigade, who is the 
kon of the intimate adviser of Colonel Kosakovsky. he rest of the party und 
M, Sarkhanski, described in, the Russian newspapers as “the Director of Persian 
Railways,” have artived at Shima on their way south, They stated that they: would visit 
Bander \bbas ‘ 





No. 99. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 25,) 


IN continuation of this Offiee letter of the 22nd Jw 
for Indin presents his compliments to the Under-Seeretary of State for Forcig 
, aud, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 
2th June, regarding Muscat affairs. 
India Office, June 25, 1900. 


Tnelosure in No. 99. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
erste! June 24, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of 21st June. 
We know nothing beyond facts reported of visit to Sur, exeept that last month 
‘when Cox proposed to visit British community on coast in gun-boat, Sultan asked and 
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recived leave to accompany him for business of his own. We have telegraphed Cox 

fey Mfuriaoiens deenall His bas gout ws py Of long and ocatan(? ine}, reuch 

m of the incident communicated by Goguyer-Ottavi'’s friends to French press, 

s date of the visit as second week in June. Your reference to my telegram 

:. We do not know of any attempt to induce Sultan to act by promise of 

British aid. Presumably his action af Sur and issue of Edict are tardy carrying out 

of orders contained in paragraph 10 of our ultimatum of January 1899, which were 
hased upon Foreign Office Instructions, 10th [? 20th] December, 1598. 





No, 200. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 26.) 


THE Under-Seertary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Sceretary of State for Aaivs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamiltor 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
Goverument of Ini ign Sc 'S letter, dated the 7th June, reganting the 
issue of ammunition to Arab Chiefs by the Resident at Aden, 

India Office, 

June 26, 1900, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 100. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


Sir, Bowbay Castle, May 9, 1900, 

ADVERTING to paragraph 3 of Mr. ey's letter, dated the 27th January 
last, relative to tho request. preferred by the Politieal Resident, Aden, that: his powers 
to heue ammunition to Arab Chiefs aay. be enlarged, Tam directed to. forward 
herewith a copy of the Political Re 's reply, dated the 15th February last, to 
the lotter, dated the 23rd January list, addressed to him from this Deparuunent. 

2, Tt seoms to the Gi ov in Council that the opening up of a trade 
and ammunition at the E Settlement of dibuti: tins eh 
that, us pointed ouit by the Political Resi potty Ohiefs who, are wna 

ase ammunition only 100) rounds a year trom Government, they will in 

probability xe the trade from Jibuti, i order to levy contributions on any 
part of it which p ‘he Governor in Council is of 
opinion also that as we , ‘of the position of the Political 
Resident, it would he wv him full dise n in the matter, seeing that in 
any case Government depend on him alone for information ay to. tho spe 
cirenanstances of each petty Chief, ani that a sullicient check on his exercise of this 
diseretion ca he kept by the careful serutiny of the monthly returns received from 


wrounils, Lam to state, te Governor in Council ventures to submit, 
ion of the Government of Tdia, the following proposils to take the 
place of the existing orders on the subject 
(a) That all maxina for purchase should be abolished, and that the 
Resident should. be informed that Government will look to him to 
not allowed to purcliase more ammunition than is actually requited for their legit 
wants. 
(i) ‘That the Political Resident should be allowed to make presents up to 1,500 
rounds year to exch Chief, on the understanding, however, that purely com 
presents to Chiefs able to purchase should never exceed! 300 rounds a year, high 
Amounts being given ouly to Chiefs who actually require them and cannot purcbase. 
(c) That the Political Resident should, as hitherto, submit to Goyernment, 
monthly statements of all sales and presents of ammunition, full reasons being gi 
jn every case in-which a Chief is.allowed to purchase more than 1,600 rounds, or is 
given more than 300 rounds year. ( 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. ‘I, MORISON, 
Acting Secretary to Government, 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 100, 
‘The Political Resident, Aden, to Government of Bombay. 


Aden, February 15, 1900. 
WITIE reference to, paragraph 3 of you r, dated the 23rd lanuary last, 
inquiring what T consider a suitable complimentary present of ammunition to 
Chiefs on any one occasion, L have the honour to state that my letter, dated the 
15th December, 1899, was written after the due consideration which I always give to 
matters which T desire to” pl fore Government, and that ph G of that 
letter accurately expresses my opinion on the point now referred to me. Tt is quite 
impossible for me to state exnetly the amount F eonsider would be a suitable present 
to give, as to do so would require a foreknowledze of the circumstances under which 
‘T should consider it: advisahle fo make the present in each ease. 1, therefore, worded 
my proposi such a manner as to allow me some disexction in the maticr within 
curtain Tinnits, 

2, My reasons for desiring that the amount of ammunition L should be authorized 
to permit the ordinary Chiefs fo purchase should he raised from 900 to 1,500 sounds 
per annum have already heen given, and my veasons for desiving that my diseretion as 
roganils the amount to be presented on any one oce Ml he enlarged to the 
whole quantity to be issued to a Chief duris in ordinary circum 
stances Chiefs themselves only enter Aden at the most once a- nd some only do 
so at intervals of to or more years, and that if is on the sions only: ‘that 
presents of ammunition gre usually given, Lamy letter above quoted L have tilready 
oxplained that the quantity whielt T nuthdrized to give at one time is so small 
ais to practically preclude me fiom exereising the discretion iow vested in me in this 
matter, and Lwould further represent that the ordinary Chiets with whom we have 
wilations am hy no means in allluent circumstances, and caunot, therefore, pure 
uunmunition, and that: they now obtain supplies by takin ain amount pro rate 
fron the quantity. passing throwzl thei tovritories en route to its destination from 
Jiliuti. ‘They ‘al presout interested ini thi hich 1 

jovern how reached to a regular business owing to the state of 

sin Yemen anit teiljaz, and U fect suse that Government are not desirous of 
encowraxing this trate for more reasons thin one, iid it is with this obje 
that Tam making my present proposition in the citeavone to make it (he interest of 
Chiels to. dis this trade instead of encouraging it, us, could 1, either by 
purchase or gift, supply their reasonable ssants in this matter, 1 hope to remove the 
present incentive they'naw haye to encommge if, For these masons Te q 
my disere tor should be enlarged as stated in_ paragraph 6 of iy letter, 
dated th 15th Devomber, 189, aad Twould remark that, if Government are pleased 
to ncvede revuest, it would not necessarily follow that the maxima of aminue 
nition would be either siven or permitted to he purchased at any one time. Daun 
only asking that discretion within certain limits may he given mie, ass ander prese 
‘roumstanees, my cetion and influence among the protected Chicls general 

uisly lnmpered by the preseribed limitation now plaged on my discretion 
matter, for though no doubt mont would be pleassd to accede to any special 
application Eimight make in individual eases, vet, owing to the distanse of Aden from 
India, there is no tine to place the matter hefors Government in onder to obtain the 
necessary sanction, 

3. In conclusion, I may say I liave no desire to release myself from restrictions 
which Government are pleased to place on my authority, but L ean only assure 
Government that the restriction of my diseretion to the narrow limits now imposed is 
not conducive to the maintenanee of the influence and position whieh T think it is 
‘lesirable the Political Resident should have in the eyes of the Chiefs md people, 
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Tnelosure 3 in No, 100, 
The Gorernment of India to the Government of Bombuy. 


Sir, Simla, June 5, 1900. 

T AM dirested to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 9th May last, 
in which proposals are made for widening the d n now alloyed to. the Politieal 
Resident at Aden in regard to the supply of ammunition to the Arab Chiefs in 
Southern Arabia with whom the Government of India have execited Protectorate 
aH iI OuOhiote Gat appears, purchase arms and ammunition with no great 

fMeulty ai Jibuti, there does not seem to be any reason why the local supply should 
still furtlicr be increased. ‘The existence of an Mlicit trade in French territory is, no 
reason for rvlaxing restrictions that have been imposed for political reasons in British 
erritory. 
sia ‘Tlie Goyernor-General.in Council is, therefore, unable to accept the proposals of 
the Government of Bombay. 


T have, & 
(Signed) W. J. CUNINGHAM, 
clay (0 Uhe Government of Tudia. 





‘The Marquess of Silishury to Sir E. Monson. 


‘No. 208, 
ge Foreign Office, June 26, 1900. 
despatch No. 206 of toaday L transmitted to Your Execlloney Hopies of 
three tolotams from tho Vieeroy of India on the subject of the visit of the Sultan of 

eat to Sur in Het Majesty's ship “Sphins,” sind the discussions which appear to 
have taken place between Hig Highness and ti {vibe on that occasion for 
the return of Eroneh papors and fags. ‘ 

On the 2th instant the French Ambassador ealle 1 Ofice and come 
munfeated verbally the substance of dhe report which had heen toceived by. the 
French Government fiom their Consul at Museat with roxard to these proceadings. 

His Excellency said that the Frencli Goverament understood that the Sultan went 
to Sur on hoard & British man-of-way; tliat he dem: from. the Suvi tril 
surrender of their French pap ‘ ing that 

ished to obt { vomainied 
several days at Sur, 
presence of the British 

ml promise from the other t 
i 1 thoy liad received them. 

AL. Cambon said that the question was one between the French Government and 
the Sultan, and that he considered it right to state that, accorting to his view, 
the course whieh they ought to take, and whieh he believed they would tuke, was to 
insist that the three papers of protection which the Sultan had sent to the French 

but which M, Ottayi had refused to receive, should be rotumed by 
ly return to the Sut ibe their 

pers, and that if he were found to 

nch Government or Ayent, he 


ed the demand of the 
Peench 


But I pressed on his Excellency the invalidity of the Freneh claim to offer protection 
(161s) 2B 
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to the subjects of smother Power which pract 


ly prevented us from stopping vessels 
when th gaged in the S < 


me that in future no papers of protection would be given, 
8 Papers should he carefully examined so as to exelde those for 
nt of which no se existed, 

U promised to make mquisies into the matter, and assured his Exec ¥ of the 
Fey onda tiests’s Govemment to. regulate all such eontrovenies in aegaite 
equity and with a full’ regard for the rights at the reasonable susceptibilities 
of French public opinion. 1 suggested to M. Cambor t ut the reports of M. Ottayi on 
this and previous cecasions appeared to be written. in a partion spirit whieh, was 
Galeulated to exette iritation, and Lsuguested that hw should it possible, he transferred 

to mother post, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No, 103, 


Foreign Office to udin Office, 


(Confidenti 
‘Sir, ai ne 28, 1900, 
WEE resi to your letters of the 25th, ant, inclosiag 
Ty frou the Vieowy of India respecting the visit of the Sultan of Mracgr ts 
F fin divested. by tho Marquess of Silishury to transmit Co you, to bo iat 
miiltou, a copy of a despsiteh Hesty’s Ambassador at Pai 
Goris communications whieh have passed wi ch Ambassador on the 
subject, 


J, to suggest that the substance of this despatch should be communicated to 
the Viceroy by tel 


JERSON, 





No. 103, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 30.) 


iD 


for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seerct ore’ 


nd, hy direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
Nerewith, thr the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telojgran 
eeroy, dated the 2th June, regarding the Sultan of Museat's attitude t9 the 
i trihe, 
Initia Office, Tune 80, 1900. 


ee 
Tnelosure in No. 103, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(elope) India Office, dune 29, 1900. 
FRENCH Ambassador zopresonts to Lunt Salishury that Sultan went to Sur on 


fount British man-of-war, and domanded surrender by Suvis of French papers, 
denouncing France as his enemy, and as wishing to take half of Oman; that the 
Bribes refiised, hut, owing to threats and support of the presence of British ship, 
Sulta several days obtained surrender of three papers and a promise that 
other tribesmen would veturn theirs, 

Ambassador did not suggest that British Consul advised the Sultan to make this 
demand, but suid French Goverment must demand of Sultan that the three papers 
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be retumed to Suris by Sultan; that any written promise received from other 
tribesmen he given back to thom; ond that, if Sultan had used improper Iinguage, 
° fitting apology. 
is TAnteaiee cine the question was one between the French Government and 
the Sultan, THe feared that British Consul would advise Sultan against complianco 
With French demand, and urged that Captain Cox should advise Sultan fo comply. 
Lonl Salisbury, in absence of full details, declined to express opinion, but urged 
invalidity of French claim to offer protection to subjects of another Power, which 
ented our stopping the Slave Trade 
Teale RTL Roi that in future no papers of protection would 
be given, and existing papers would he examined to exclude cause of just complaint, 
Lond Salishury promised inquiry, and assu Ambassador of desive. to 
regulate all such controversies in. spiti y rights 
anil susceptibilities of French opinion, vi, as 
acting in partisan spirit and 2 
Please report full facts in continuation of your telegram of 24th June, 





